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CHARLES TOWNSEND, Efq; 


SIR, 

jjj^AST year you indulged me 
with an opportunity of com¬ 
municating to you, ibme anecdotes 
(little known) relative to the Mogul 
Empire, and the Rate of our Eafi 
[ India trade;—in the courfe of that 
conference, you manifefted to me 
/’fuch profound penetration, and fuch 
a ready comprehenlion of thefc Aib- 
jeds, that I could not refill: cheriOi- 
ing a defire, to fubmit to the pub¬ 
lic my future labors on thde intereft- 
(£' ing matters, und^ the aulpices of 

your 








DEDICATION, 

your name, I lately intimated that 
wifli and intention, when you moft 
' obligingly and politely favored me, 
with^our permifTion to dedicate to 
you tbh FirJ! Part of the Work, 
which at prefent employs my Icifure 
hours; 1 now avail inyfelf of the 
licence you have honoured me with, 
and beg leave to fubferibe myfelij 
with true refpe<5i: 

S I R, 

Your moft obliged 
and moft obedient 
humble fervant, . 


J. Z. HOLWELL. J 








PUBLIC, 


PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE, 

W HEN a man excited by an irrefifl- 
able and laudable impulfc for the 
good of his country, JirJi Jpeaks before an 
Augufl AlTrmbly i he feels a certain kind of 
dread, awe, and trepidation, which he finds 
himfelf unable iminediatcly to conquer 5 cf- 
peciallyif hehas not been much ufed to fpeak 
. in public, or perchance pofTcfles fome lhare 
^ of modefty in his com pofitioB.—'Thus, 1 
t conceive, it fares with every conhderatc 
author, on his firft appearance before that 
Augujl Ajmbij THE PUBLIC. 

In this plight I felt myfclf in the year 
17^3, when 1 exhibited to you a fccnc of 
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unparalleled liprror and which I 

judged ncrt unworthy a place in- our annals; 
—— juftice anAf"thc ncteflity of the times 
lately urged my iecond appearance, and 
obliged me to draw my pen in defence of 
injured worth and character; but now, by 
ufe and indulgence grown bolder, (a very 
common cafej 1 prelenc my felf before you of 
my own voluntary choice. 

Independency, and a plealing retirement, 
however dskSlabk In themfelves, have yet 
their ieafons of ’nacancy and kifure, that 
may want filing up. — And happy 1 ought 
that man to eHecnl hiimfetf, who can em^ 
ploy thofe •umds and blanks in time to tbe 
emolument, or even literary amufement of 
manknd. 


Such is my ftiiation, and fuch arc my 
motives, for taking up the pen again; mo¬ 
tives, fo laudable in thcuafclvcs, will, 1 truit, 
engage the candor and indulgence of my 
readers for any defeats in the following 
performance. 


The Ea^-Indkst and particularly Bengali, 
are noAV become lb important an objed^ and 
concern to Great-Britain, that every eluci¬ 
dation thereof, mull I think be acceptable, 

that 
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that is founded on juft obiciratlcns^ 

and faithful recital?. 

Through a courfe of thirty years reft* 
dence in Brngali^ my leifure hours were 
employed In collecting materials relative to 
the tran&CtionSi revolutions and occurren¬ 
ces of that invaluable country, and the re¬ 
ligious tenets of its inhabitants, natives 
of InSJian-, which I flattered rnyfelf, when 
reduced to form and order, might prove 
worthy your attention. 

It is wdl known that at tlie capture of 
Calcutta^ A. D. 1756, I loft many curious 
Gent 09 manuferipts, and among theDlutWo 
very correCt and valuable copies.^ the 
Gentoo Sbajiab, They were procurei^y me 
with fo much trouble and expcnce; that 
even the commiflioners of reftitution, 
though rot at all difpofed to favor me, al¬ 
lowed me two tltoufand Madras rupees in 
rccompence for this particular lofs; hut the 
' moft irreparable damage I fuffered under 
this head of grievances, w^as a tranflatinn 
1 made of a conilderable part of the Sbnf- 
tcht which had coft me eighteen months 
hard labor; as that work opened upon me, 
1 diftinflly law, that the Mytbeh^, as 
w'cll as the Cofmogony of tlie Egyptiam^ 
Cheeks and Romans, were borrowed from 
B a the 
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the dodriues of the Bramins, contained in 
\liis book, even to the copying their ex¬ 
teriors of worlhip, and the diftribotion of 
their idols, though grofsiy mutilated and 
adulterated. But more of this in the gourfe 
of my prefent work. 

I fhould in the compafs of one year more, 
with the clofc application, I mteoded be- 
ftowingon it, have accompliflied a complete 
tranHatJon of the whole Shajfabt that would 
1 flattered myfelf have been a valuable ac- 
quifltion to the learned world, had not the 
fatal catafbrophe of flfty-llx put it totally 
out of my power ever to attempt it again. 

From that change in our a^trs abroad, 
a new chain of purfuits engrofied my time 
and attention, lb that I could no longer 
devote cither, to the fludies I had before lb 
much at heart—however, during the lall 
eight months of my rclidencc in Bengali^ 
being freed from the plagues of govern¬ 
ment, (thanks to my ’uery bamur^k inaf~ 
ten for iti I reafliimcd my refcarches with ' 
tolerable fuccefs, which joined to Ibnie ma- ^ 
nuicripts recovered by an unforefeen and 
extraordinary event (that poflibly f may 
hereafter recite) enables me to undertake 
the talk I now afllgn myfelf. 


It 

^ A 
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Ii IS true I intended a much nobler enter¬ 
tainment for my readers j but as that is now 
irrecoverably beyond rtiy reach, without 
once more doubling the CaJ>e of Good Hope, 
(to which I fed not the kart inclination) 
we muft content ourfclves with the homely 
fare wc have before us, ranged in the hert 
manner our flraitened circumrtanccs will 
admit of—as it is elTentially neceSary at 
this interefting period, that wc Hiould be 
able to form fome dearer ideas of a people, 
with whom wc have had fneh important 
tranfadions, and of whom fo little is trudy 
known *. 

Having rtudJoufly perulcd all that has 
been written of the empire of Indofan, 
both as to its ancient, as well as more mo¬ 
dem rtatc i as alfo the various accounts 
tranfmitted to us, by authors in almort all 
ages (from Arrian, down to the AiiJ de 
Gi^ofi) concerning the Hindoos, and the re¬ 
ligious tenets of the Btamim, I venture to 
^ pronounce them all very defeffive, falla¬ 
cious, and unfatisfatiitory to an inquirttive 
fcarcher after truth, and only tend to 
convey a very imperfedt and unjurt fern- 

* Here 1 would be underftcKid to mean the Gtfsiw 
on]r, now laboring under Mabmutan tyranny, but 
I hope, foon lo feel tht blcHlngi of a mlJi Brifijh 
goytiumtnt, 

B 3 blance 
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blince of a people, who from the earUeft 
times have been an ornament to the crea- 
tion—if fo much can w^kh propriety be imd 
of any knoiivn people upon earth. 

All the modern writers reprefent the 
Hmdsos as a race of ftupid and grols Idola- 
torsi from the ancients indeed thele people 
met with better treatment j although they 
too as well as the others tvere equally Igno¬ 
rant in the fubjedls they treated of. 

The modern authors who have wrote on 
the principles and worlhip of the Hwds^s, 
are chiefly of the Romijh com munion, tjicrc- 
fore we need wonder the Jcls that they 
(froth a luperftitious aeal Inieparablc from 
that communion) Ihould depreciate and 
traduce the mythology of the venerable 
ancient Bramlasy on lb Jlender a founda¬ 
tion as a few mfignificant literal tranllations 
of the Viedam, and thefc not made from 
the bwk itlelf, but from onconncdled feraps 
and bits, picked up here and there by hear- 
% from iJindmit probably as ignorant as‘ 
themfelves. 

Trom fuch wxak grounds and evidence 
aa this, and by the help of a few exhibi- 
hens ot the limdess, Jesmingly monftrons 
>dols, the Peptfit authors helitatc not to 

fligmatizc 
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ffigmatiae thofe inoft venerable Pages the 
Braniitts, as having militated dodrrines and 
wordiip, which if believed, would reduce 
them below the level of the brute creation, 
as every reader muft have ohferved, who has 
mllTpent his time in the perufal of them; in 
the way of their proper calling and func¬ 
tion, they were however right; ae having 
been appointed to propagate their own 
lyftem of theology abroad; though ftriftly 
fpeaking, their own tenets were more ido¬ 
latrous than the lyflem they travciled fo far 
to arraign. On this miftaken method and 
i'alic zeal of propagating my faith at any 
ratet i heg to be indulged in making the 
following general reflecHons, which natu¬ 
rally ariffc from the fubje^ before us. 

That ignorance, foperftition and partiality 
to ourfelvcs, are too commonly the cpufeof 
prefumption and contempt oi others—thofc 
whole knowledge ol fta es ard kingdoms ex- 
tendsno further than thelimitsof their native 
land, often Imagine all beyond it icarce 
• worth their thoughts, or at leait greatly in¬ 
ferior in comparifon with their own i a 

concluiion natural, though unjuft-—If 

from clime and country we proceed to in¬ 
dividuals, we fliall fee the fame unwarrant- 
tible prepofleflion and preference to fclf 
B 4 take 
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take place; and proceeding iHll furdier in 
our rcflciftions, we may obferve the iame 
.confined way of thinking and judging, 
leads the multitude (and 1 with I could fay 
the tnukitude only) of every nation and 
ie£t, to arraign and have in utter deteftar 
don and contemptj the religious principles 
and wordiip of all that happen to be out 
of the pale of their owp church or mode 
of faith. 

That every nation and fcB Ihould have a 
high and even fiiperior opinion of the reli¬ 
gious principles, under which they were 
born and educated, is extremely natural and 
Jufi, provided they do not from an intem¬ 
perate zeal or religious vanity (nowlb much 
the faftiion) prefume to condemn, depre¬ 
ciate or invade the religious principle's of 
others—this condemning Ipirit can proceed 
only fiom one of the three following 
caules, a defedt in underilanding, a want 
of knowledge of the world (In men and 
things) or a bad (and reftJefs) heart. The 
lalvation of mankind, Co much pretended, * 
has place in the hearts or labors of thefe 
ze^ots, or they would not go about leeking 
whom they can confound in Ipirlt, deltroy- 
ing the peace and tranquillity of their foar 
fellow chriftians. 

Met) 
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Men who have been converfant Ti'ith fo¬ 
reign countries, and made proper and benevo¬ 
lent remarks on the manners and principles 
of their inhabitants, will not defpile or 
condemn the different ways by which they 
approach the Dfiiy, but revere it ftill as a 
divine worrtitp, mough they may pioufly 
lament it deviates fo much from their 
own. 

To refcoe diffant nations from the grofs 
conceptions entertained of them by the 
multitude, of all other perfuafions, is the 
true bufinels and indilpenffible duty of a 
Travelleri or elfe his travels and remarks, 
can only amufe his readers, without con- 
vepng to them any ufeful inUruftion or fdid 
fatisfai^ion. 

A mcer defcription of the exterior man¬ 
ners and religion of a people, will no more 
give us a true idea of them, than a geogra¬ 
phical defeription of a country, can convey 
a juft conception of their laws and govem- 
■metit; the rravelJer muft fink deeper in his 
refcarches, would he fcafl the mind of an 
underffanding reader,—flis telling us fuch 
and fuch a ^ple, in the Eaji or $VeJi~ 
Indies^ worfliip this flock, or that flone, 
or monilrous idol j only ferves to reduce in 

our 
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our efteem, our fellow creatures, to tbe 
abjcdl aod delpickible poiut of light. 
Whereas, was he Ikillcd in the language 
of the people he deferibes, fufficientty to 
trace the etymology of their words and 
phrafes, and capable of diving into the 
myflenes of their theology; he woiild 
probably be able to evince us, that fuch 
leemingly prepoflerous worfliip, had the 
moll fublime rational Iburcc and foundation. 

The traveller, who without thefe clfen- 
tial requifites, (as well as induftry and 
a clear underflanding) pretends to deferibe 
and fix tbe religious tenets of any nation 
whatever, difhoneftly impofes his own re¬ 
veries on the world, and does the greateft 
injury and violence to letters, and the caulc 
of humanity-—How far the produdlions of 
inoft travellers may jufUy f^l under this 
cenfurc, I fubmit to the public. 

To the want of this attention and capa¬ 
city in the traveller, we may aferibe in a 
great meafure, the defpicable, and I dare 
fay unworthy notions, wc too aptly enter¬ 
tain of moft nations very remote from us ; 
whereas were we better informed, wc 
Jhould find cur minds opened, our nn- 
derfUndings enlarged, and ourfelves in- 

fpired 
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fpired with that benevolence for our fpccies, 
without which the human form become# 
rather a diigrace than ornament. 

X am fony to fay, that in general the ac¬ 
counts publifhed of the manners and reli¬ 
gious principles of the Eafi and Wefi-In- 
aics^ have been in the light and fuperficial 
way before objedted to; but as my know¬ 
ledge extends only to the former, i Qiall 
confine my remartM to them j and endea¬ 
vor to extricate them in fome degree from 
the grofs abferdities we have conceived of 
them: confefTiTig ciyfelf amazed that wc 
ihould fb readily believe the people of In- 
df^ian a race of flupid Idolat&rj, when to . 
our cods, in a political and commercial ) 
view, we have found them fuperior to ? 
us. 

Having tranfiently mentioned the Vie^ 
dam and Sbajiaht (the Gent cut feriptuns) 
it is necefliiry 1 fhould inform you—The 
book firft named, is followed bv the Gen- 
tool of the Malhhar and CormaTidd coafts, 
and alfo of the Ifland of Ceykn ,—The 
Sbafiab is followed by the Gentoos of the 
provinces of Bengalh and by all the Gen- 
toDs of the reft of Indiat commonly called 
India proper i that is to fay—the greateft: 

part 
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part of Orifa^ Bengali proper, Babar, Ba^ 
naras, Ond, Eleshas, Agra^ Delhy, &c. 
all along the com fe of the rivers Gtfngt'i and 
yumna to the Indus, 

Both thefe hooks contain the inftitutes 
of their relpc^tive rtUg ons and vvor/hips, 
as well as the hiftory ot their ancient Ba- 
jahs and princes j often couched under al- 
legory and fable j their ariti<|uity is conten-* 
ded for hy the partifans of each—but the 
Brnilitnde of their tiames, idols, and great 
part of their worfhip, leaves little room to 
doubt, nay plainly evinces, that both thefe 
feriptures were originally one.—An^ if we 
•compare the great purity and chafle man¬ 
ners of the Shtijlah, with the great abfur- 
dities and impurities of the Viedata-, we 
need not hefitate to pronounce, the latter 
^corruption of the former.—All that 1 need 
add here, is, tliat my remarks follow the 
Shajiali only. 


Tafte in reading differs as much as in 
the ch jice of viands ^ what proves a delici¬ 
ous morfcl to one, is dilguftful to another. 
I was never invited roV feaft in my life, 
that I did not regret the abfence of a bill 
of fare Therefore to lave you from this 
difficulty, I here prefent you a lift of what 

is 
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is provided for your ontertainment in tho 
following (hcets, in eight courjes i fo that 
if your Homach docs not Ai mutate you to 
tafte the wholc^ you will be enabled to 
fall to, on that dilh which may beft foip 
your appetite. 

I. General head. A Aiort blAory of 
the fuccelBon to the empire of Tndsjtmt 

* from Zthe to Mahomet 

I his fubjett has been already touched upon 
by my ingenious friend Mr^ James Fraser, 
but being foreign to his more immediate 
concern f the ZwtJij/Js/t xf Nadir Shiw) he 
has touched it fo Qightly, as to convey 
a very imperfciit idea of the ctrcum'iances 
attending the many aftonifliing changes that 
happened in this ihort and memorable pe¬ 
riod, Thefe particulars 1 was favored with 
at Pattiii, D- 1733, by a fcnfible Ar^ 
mmian^ who rciided alternately at Agra 
and Delbjft in a civil poll: of fome truft, 
under the emperors during the comic of 
diefe tranfad’ioas. 

II. Tranladjons in the fubahdaaiy of 
Bengalit from the period that JtfJjier FMan 
ruled the!e provinces, to the ufurpatlon of 
the govcrnmerit by Alherdi Khaa, with 
the extraordinary circuniAances attending 


(>«) 

Having thus fet forth my real motives 
for taking up the pen againj and opened 
the plan of my Intended work i 1 lhall 
here dole this preliminary dilcduiie; the 
favorable acceptance of my labors, by the 
candid public, is all the recotnpence hoped, 
or wllhed for, by their 


Obedient humble fervant^ 


j. Z. HOLWELL, 
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CHAP. J. 


Jucce^n &f the Mogul 1 Em^ersrs from 
Auring Zebe. 

W HOEVER has attentively pcniled 
the biHorics of the rife of Rates and 
kingdoms^ muRhave made this melancholy’ 
obfervatlon; that the approaches to ufurped 
royalty, dommlon and power, are gene¬ 
rally founded, in the fim inftance, on the 
fubdudtion of every virtue froiri the human 
breaft: as, the facred lyes of juRice, affi¬ 
nity, gratitude and true benevolence, A 
few exceptions may poffibly fubfifl in the 
courfe of many thoufand years, agaioR: our 
conclulion ; bat t’ley are ib “cery that 
we think they canntft in the leaA invalidate 
our general aiTertion* 

The glittering profpcifts of a crown, fo 
dazzle and dim the eye of cool refledHori 
and reafon, that it becomes Mind to every 
other coniideratioa of humanity. 
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Ambition, or a reftleft thirft after power 
End dominion, bas ever been the bime of the 
civil rights and liberties of mankind; and 
feemsto be apalTion implanted inthe original 
nature and conflrudioir of manif other- 
wife, his condudt is wholly unaccountable j 
for vve fee that every indivldu^ of the fpccieSt 
in every rank and degree, is gralping and la¬ 
bouring to potTefs that which every indi¬ 
vidual is fo materially concerned to pre¬ 
vent; neither of them adverting to this in¬ 
variable truth: That he who invades the 
liberty, rights and property of another, 
gives, at the fame time, a leUbn and juft 
canft for dilpolTefOng bimfelf.' —Why this 
eternal warfare and contention for dominion 
between man and man, coUccUvely or fc- 
parately, (from his creation to this hour) 
was originally implanted in him, we may, 
in a fiiture diflertation, attempt to folve; 
here we will only lament, that lb it unde¬ 
niably is. 

T^ie miferable elFcfts of this fatal paflion, 
for rule is no where more ftrongly cxem- 
plify'd, than in the ftjort recital we are 
going to make of the lucceflbrs of Auring 
Zehe to die throne of Iniojian \ to which 
he himlelf did not arrive without wading 
through a lea of blood, and a continued 
chain of almoft unparalkTd religious fraud, 

per- 
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frerfidy and crudty i leaving on record a 
flagrant proofs TJiat no tyeSj however la- 
cred, can refill, or come in competitton 
with, the charms of royalty. His bloody 
example was very cxaflly copied by his 
defeendants. ^ 

Atirifig Zeh deceafing the zift of Ff- A™ 
1707, was fucceeded in the throne 
by his lecond Ion Mabommed Mauzm j for, 
notw'ithHanding the politivc imundion in 
Jlurmg Z€be\ Jafl Will, in favour of his 
fon Mabommed Azm Mahmmcd 

Mauzm adopting the iiiccclsful example of 
ms father, difputed tlic crown with 
cider brother, W'ho, in battle near Agra 
was debated and killed. MabommedMauzm 
immediately proclaimed Emperor, and 
aOumed (amongll other titles mentioned by 
Ui.Frafir) the title of Sbans Alhm, King 
of tbe ir^rfd, 1 have, in my collcdion, 
two gold Mohurs ftruck In tliis Emperor’s 
Reign, Anm 1709, and 17 n i on the firfl 
was imp refled Shaw AUum ; on the at her, 
Babadr Shaw, Tbe Valiant King; which 
title he was latterly fondeft of. 

His reign, though extended to the term 
m fix years, was unhappy and turbulent. 

1 he fortune of war gave him the fucceflion 
to his father’s dominions, but he fucceeded 

^ 2 jiot 
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not to Ins capacity and famci perplexed 
jw irf/ with the relllcfs ambition of his four font, 
who in his life time fhewed themfclves 
competitors for his crown, he died of dif- 
content and grief. Anno J713. 

His four fans were, Mjwz O'iin, Mtiho~ 
Vied Azinif Raffecii nl Koddr, and Khojyia 
/ikbUr ; they had been fome years Gover- 
nors of diilinft provinces, and were each, 
at tke death of their father, at the head of 
a puiifaDt army to fupport tlicir feveral pre- 
tendons to the throne. 

Mabommed Aztvh helng fuperior in force* 
wealth, and reputation, to the other three 
brothers, they joined in league againft him, 
taking the moft foiemn oath on Khoran^ to 
be faithful to each other, and to fubmit to 
an equal partition of the Empire in thirds, 
as foon as they fhould defeat and fuccecd 
again Cl their brother. 

In confequence of this compaff, the tlifcc 
brothers united their refpedlive armies, a 
general battle enfued \ in the firft heat of 
which, M&hommed Azttn was killed by die 
ihot of an arrow, as he was gallantly charg- 
Anit» jtig on his elephant the center of his bro- 
I 7 M* thers army, which he was informed was 

com- 
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commanded in perfbn by his cideft brother 
Mauz O'din. 

The treafares of MaLommed Adm, by 
the dexterity of Zuffecar Kban, an Omrah 
in the intereft of Mauz O’din, fell into the 
hands of the latter^ with which having 
privately bought over mo/t of the troops of 
his two remaining brothers, he attacked 
them on the field of battlCj in violation of 
his folemn oath. 

The brothers being no ways prepared for 
this Hidden, unfiifpcitcd and perfidious 
ftroke, were capable of making but fmall 
refinance i the elder of the two Rafeeit al 
Kaddr, was prefently killed, and what is 
worthy remark, fell upon the body of his 
brother MabommedAztm i K£oJifia Akbter^ 
the youngeft of the four, colkaing fome 
few of his own and Rnjfml al Kiiddr% 
troops, fied towards the province o{ Deccan 
his government, but being purfued and at¬ 
tacked by Mauz OVi», fliared the fame fate 
with his brothers. 

Thus Mauz O’dtn became, like his father 
and grandfather, polfelTed of the throne of 
Indofian, by the perfidious deftrudion of 
his brothers j one circumftance however 
might be pleaded in behalf of Mauz G'din^ 
C 3 which 
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which neither of the other two cQuld lay 
any claim to,-—^for he was the legal heir to 
the crown ; but it may alfo julUy be faid, 
that he had waved and given up his legal 
right, when he entered into the voluntary 
compaft with his brethren. He was pro¬ 
claimed Emperor by the IHle and title of 
Mtiuz O'din yeLaFidar 'Tie Ki?jg ’vab& 

fojfejf^s ike Wsrid ; and appointed Zuljecar ' 
Khan his Vizir. ;■ 

•' yehandar was a weak Prince, and very 
foon after he thought him felt in lecure pof- 
felhon of the throne, funk and loA hlmfelf 
in the luxuries and debaucheries of the Se¬ 
raglio; fo wholly devoting his hours to a 
famed courtefan called Lsl X(S*ir, (better 
known in Indqjian by the name of LoU 
Kooree) that he neglcftcd every duty which 
ought to diilinguilh the Man and the King. 

This courtefan was of exquifite beauty, 
and liighly excelled us a dancer and linger, 
in which profeflion £Iie was originally bred; 
beGdes thefe qualihcations, it is laid, her 
couvcrfaiion was engaging and bewitching. 
The Monarch, intoxicated witli her allurc- 
nients, had no will hut hers; by her in- 
iiucnce Ihe hlled alt places of the highed; 
trud and honour with her bafe relations j 
this infatuated conduA^ brought the Etn- 
) ‘ peroF 
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peror and Empire into the lowefl con¬ 
tempt, and gave univerfal difguft to a3l the 
Omrahs and great officers of the kingdom ; 
who one by one, under various pretexts, 
withdrew tncmfdvcs from court, and me¬ 
ditated a favourable conjunct ore to depofe 
* this fovereign. 

Amongft the difafledled were two Gene- 
rals and Omrahs of the court, of diliinguilh- 
ed character and authority, named Ihjfan 
jily Kli&Jit and Ahdailab KSa/i, brothers of 
the tribe of the S^d^t for whom Maboftie- 
ians bear a religious veneration. The& in 
concert with others of the Omrahs deter¬ 
mined to raile Maiionimed Furrukhtir to the 
throne; and fuddenly, at the head of a 
choice body of troops, retired towards Bm- 
grf/, where Furrukbiir, then rehded. 

This young Prince was the Ton of Ma- A>tm 
bommtd Azdnu already mentioned, and ne- ^7>^ 
phew to die Emperor; he had refided feme 
years at Dacca^ (then the metropolis of 
BengalJ by the appointment of his grand¬ 
father Staii} AHuftif where he was fe much 
beloved, that the inhabitants of that city 
to this day, in their common longs lament 
his fate in tears to his metnory. 

C 4 


When 


( 24 ) 

When Furrukbsir firft received ^vice of 
Sba’sp AUarn$ death* and the fata] cata¬ 
strophe of his father and uncles* he with¬ 
drew from Dacca, knowing his uncle* yu- 
handar, would never think himfeSf fecure 
on the throne, whilfl fo near a pretender to 
it was in being. Much perplexed, and ir- 
refolute what cour& to take* as he was at 
the head of an inconfiderate* but faithful 
body of horie* retiring out of the province, 
he was met by expreis me/Tcngers from the 
revoltcrs* urging his immediate advance to 
Patna in the province of Babaar, where on 
his arrival he was received by Seyd Hojfan 
Aly Khan, Beyd A&dallab Khanj and other 
principal Omrahs and officers* who in- 
fiantly proclaimed him Emperor of //i- 
dojlan. 

On the firfl news of this revolt and com¬ 
petitor, the court was flruck with a pantcki 
but (he Emperor, buried In the embraces 
of his beloved Ldl Kcorce, treated it as an 
impotent attempt hardly worth his notice* 
contenting himfclf with fending his fon 
P,as O'diny at the head of r jooo horfe, to 
fupprefs him* with orders to bring the trai¬ 
tor's head. 

Bxprcls after exprefs arriving with intel¬ 
ligence that FurmAhsir^ party gained 

Aren^h 
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ftrcngth circry hour, and that he was in full 
march towards the Empcior re-in- 

forced his fon with a large body of troops, 
tinder the joint command of his Vizir Zii>- 
ficar Kbafit and his favourite Gokuldas Khan., 
between whom there fubfilled much pri¬ 
vate jealouiy and enmity. 

Turrukhstr had by this time drawn to- A*«o 
I gether a refpedabk army, and thought ’ 7 ‘S* 
himfelf flrong enough to quit Purffs, which 
he accordingly did, and by forced marches 
advanced as far as Cblvalram in the pro¬ 
vince of Fdeabus^ where he was met by 
O’diiit at the head of his 150CO horfe- 
This young Prince after a ihort contefl:, 
perceiving the fuperiority of the enemy’s 
forces, thought it advifeablc to retreat to¬ 
wards which he did in good order; 

and in a few days was joined near j^gra by 
the troops, lent by the Emperor under the 
command of the Vizir and Goba/das 
to reinforce them ; here it was rcfblved to 
Wait the approach of the enemy, for whtcli 
they did not wait long, and a general battle 
quickly enfued. 


The Emperor's forces, by the advice of 
Zulfecar Kbmt was formed into three di- 
vifions: The center was commanded by 
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Eas O'Jin } the right by GukulJas KLan | 
and the left by Zidfecar Kbm, 

Furriikbsir oblerved the like dlvifioD of 
his forces : He gave the cemmaDd of his 
center diviiion to Seyd Hojfon jify Kban ; 
the right to S^yd jihJallan Kbm ; and led 
on the left himfdf; preferring this as the 
poll of the greateft honor, becanfe it was 
the poft of greateft danger, as being op- 
pofed to G^^culdas Klfan^ who commanded 
the right divlUon of the Emperor's forces, 
and was jultly edeemed the mod confum- 
mate general and intrepid foldier in the 
Empire, 

Mr. Frajer in his fliort narrative inti¬ 
mates, that the Emperor was in perfon in 
this engagement, but herein his intelligence 
deceived him ; for it is a known fact, that 
he was never roufed fo far from the lethar¬ 
gic pleafures he was immerfed in, as once 
to quit the Seraglio; and indeed the Hat- 
tcring fallc informations that were hourly 
conveyed to him of the defeat of the rebels, 
by Loll Knoree (who dreaded his ahfence) 
prevented his ever belto^ving a thought 
that way, until it was too late to think of 
It to anv purpofe. But to refume our fub- 
jefl. 
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The battle wis fought with great obfH" 
nacy and gallantry on both (ides.—■Wonders 
are recorded of the fpirited atfions and per- 
fbnal .bravery of JiiJ O’dtffl arid GaiaA/iW 
ICian, and not lefs reported of the valour 
of f urruHsff^ and S^i/ Hc^tt Aly K}>an ; 
but the dccilive ftrokc of vtifory was given 
by S^yd Abi&llan Khan ; this General, ob- 
ferving the Vizir draw off and retire with 
his divifioiij wheeled and vigoroufly attack' 
ed Ras O'din in flank, whiill he was Ivard 
prefTed in front by Stjd Jls£an Aly Kban^ 
Ras O’din at the fame time learning that the 
brave Gokuldas Khan was killed, and his 
right wing defeated by FurrukhAr, a gene¬ 
ral tout foon followed ,*—Fas O’din efcaped 
with didiculty from the battle, and by a 
change of fwift horfes reached Delby, w here 
in the prefence of his fatlier, he in an hour 
died of his vvounds, 

Furrulhstr prudently ordered the troops 
to be fpared in the puriuit. This clemency, 
and the addrcflcs of ibme emi^aries fent 
amongii them, operated fo ftrongly on them, 
that to a man they revolted from the Em¬ 
peror, and joined Furrikbsir i whofe tri¬ 
umph, on this happy iuccel's, was greatly 
abated .by the ah fence and fup poled death 
of Seyd Hqffan Aly Khm. Short figlited 
mortal 1 little didil thou at that time know, 
^ that 
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that thou wert regretting the lofs and life 
of the man, who in a very ihort period 

would deprive thee of thy own \ -a large 

reward being promifed by the Prince, and 
fearch being made, Stya Hojjsn Aly Khan 
was found amongll the [lain with Cgns of 
life, and his recovery effeited. 

The treacherous conduift of the Vizir 
Zuljccar Khaat it was faid, proceeded from 
cowardice, and refcntinent at Gskuldas 
Khan being Joined in the command witli 
him fa fource from which the greateft de- 
figns have often proved abortive.) When 
he retired with his divilion he made the heft 
of his way to Utiky, .where foon after,'the 
arrival of the unfortunate Kas O'din., too 
plainly fpoke the deftiny of the Emperor 
nis Father. 

Some feeble attempts were made to raiie 
frefh troops, and put the city in a pofture 
of defence; but the fudden approach of 
'Furrukhsir put a period to every hope. 
The Emperor, his uncle, fell into his hands 
without refiftanec. His head was imme¬ 
diately cut oiF, and his trunk being hx^ed up¬ 
on an elephant, was expofed round the city. 
His V^izir, Zulfecar Khuftt was tied by the 
feet lo the tail of the fame elephant, and 
dragged until he expired: a death cruel. 
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and cfleemed the moft dilhoni^’^'^hlc that 
can be inflifted upon a criminal; but hardly 
adequate for that imnifter who facrifices the 
inter eft and caufe of his King to his own. 
private refentments. He was little lament¬ 
ed i for by his mal-adminift ration whilft 
Vizir, he had acquired the univerfal hatred 
of the people. 

MauzO'dinJehanderShav}, thus falling 
a fecrificc to love and indolence, 
med Fnrrififeijir was proclaimed Emperor 
InSjian without oppolition. The hrft a£ts 
of his government conlifted in rewarding 
thofe who had railed him to the throne: 
He appointed S^d jihd/illoh Khan his 
zir, and Seyd Hojfan Jly Khan his Bukjbi, 
or Pay-Mafter General, with the title of 
Bmr al Omrabi (^hs Prince of Princes) 
and bellowed upon him the government of 
Deccan fuitably rewarding the other Om- 
rahs that had rendred him fervice. 

But before we enter on the reign of Firr- 
rukhstr, w'e beg to be indulged a few words 
on the late murdered Emperor yebander j 
whofe charafter very minutely refemblcd 
that of the unfortunate and licentious Ro¬ 
man, Marcus Antonitis^ 
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He was thought by his father, Slmw AU 
luMi the only General capable of repulfing 
' the dangerous annua! invafions of the £fl- 
/uccais^ which threatned the Empire on the 
fide of Pet^a. Prince Mauz O'din was fent 
againft thefe warlike people, at the head of 
the choiceJl troops in the Empire, and in a 
continued t:ampaign of five years ; he had 
many and fignal battles with the invaders 
that gave him vaft renown. In one of thefe, 
when the enemy was intrenched behind a 
ftrong and thick wood, oxi wliich fide they 
could only be attacked, he cut a pofiage 
tlifough the wood, forced their intrench- 
meuts fword in hand, arid hardly any of the 
enemy cfcapcd the fiaughter. On the par¬ 
ticulars of this aflion arriving at court, the 
Emperor his father, gave him the title of 
Prince of tbe HntcbetSt one of the honorary 
titles ever fince given to the firlt Prince of 
the blood. 

His difpofition before he came to the 
throne was fo engaging and amiable, that 
he^became the idol of the whole Empire; 
this drew on him die jeaJouiy of his father, 
who, to counterbalance his growinginflu- 
ence, hea^d that partial power and iavor 
on his feednd ton Mnbommed Azlai (the fa¬ 
ther of which enabled hin>, to 

make the fiand he did againll his brother^ 


C 3^ ) 

legal right of fucccflion, at the demilis of 
Shaw ^lum, as before recited. In lhart, 
if he could be defended from that perfi¬ 
dious firoke againib his other two brothers, 
and had eicaped the bewitching Jhares of 
that eaftem Cl^&pafrat LqU Ksoreet he moft 
probably would have left a more fhining 
chara£ler| (and a much more honorable 
one) on the records of fante, than that of 
his grandfather Auring Zth, 

Lol Koar had the honor of being con¬ 
demned for life a prifoner in the royal pri- 
Ibn, or caftle of Seiimgurt Some of her 
bale relations vrho had been railed to places 
of high tmll: were cut off by the conquerorj^ 
and others degraded. 

Fumikhsir having obtained the diadem, 
as before related, peace femeii to be fettled 
in the Empire; but the evil deftiny of that 
Prince forbad its long t'oniinuance. During 
this period, the power of the Styds grew 
enormous, and left the Emperor the name 
and trappings of royalty only; they dilpolcd 
of all important poAs by their foie autlio-< 
rity, amafied immcnle wealth, and jequef- 
tered the public revenues to their own pri¬ 
vate emolument, lecuring thereby the at- 
tachny^t of the principal oificers of the 

crown, 

f' 
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crowfij who (with a very few exception^) 
were ioticely devoted to their intereft, 

Tui't'ukbstr very Ibon Taw and felt his 
defpicable ftate of dependance, but could 
not eafily forget how much he owed to the 
fpirited condudt and friendlhip of thefe am¬ 
bitious brothers i he patiently fubmitted to 
the many indignities he labored undeft 
without meditating any thing a^inll ^em^ 
the life and crown they had given h^ he 
knew ftill depended too much on their will 
and difpoM; he dreaded their power, which 
indeed was greater than any fubjedls in this 
defpotic government can poJTefs, with fafety 
to their Prince, or indeed than can be con- 
hilent with his honor. 

Wearied at length, at finding himiclf 
this cypher of a King, he nobly determined 
to free himfclf from the /hackles with which 
he had been bound fo long, by having both 
the brothers alTaflinatcd at the fame time ; 
jihdnUtth Khan at iytlhy\ aud M&jpin jUy 
Khan as he was upon his march to his go¬ 
vernment at Deccan, where he was going 
to difpolfcfs Nixam al MitlucL 

A defign fo complicated in its nature, 
could not he carried on without be:r:g com- 

ttiuVi'-aied 
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inunicateJ to many, aqioiig(l; tHefe the Em¬ 
peror chiefly intruded and depended on the 
two Omrahs, Khondoran KLan^ and MMr 
for the execution of it ^ aJmoft the 
only two officers about the court, who had 
been ncglefted by the powerful $eyd:, 
Kb&udoran was fufpefled of betraying the 
whole to AbdaUab Khan^ whether this was 
the fa£t, is uncertam; but It Is very cer¬ 
tain both the brothers had early intelli¬ 
gence of the defign agalnfl them, and de¬ 
termined to have the ftart, by dcpoiiDg the 
Emperor. 

The Vjzlr immediately withdrew from 
court, lent exprefs upon expreja to recol his 
brother, and put himielf at the head of a 
body of troops, whole commander he was 
by virtue of his poll. 

'Furrukbsjr finding his intentions againfl 
the Seyds difeovered, had rccourfe to difli- 
mulatton; he lent his mother to the Vizir, 
charged W'ith his Iblemn proteftadons of 
the falfliood of the itifamiation the Vizir 
had received, and with profclhons of In- 
violahle friendfiiip and affefdon, in treating 
that he would return to court and contra¬ 
dict any advices he might have dllpatched 
to his brother. 
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The ViKir having no room to doubt of 
his inteiligcBce of the Emperor’s projected 
adaflinahon, returned for anfwcr* That, ais 
a mark of the fincerity of his profeflions, 
he fliould difchargc his guards aud fcri'antt, 
and fubmit to receive fuch as he, the Vi- 
zir, £bould think proper to place about him. 
This hard condition the Emperor abje^y 
and unadvifcdly conlented to, and the Vi¬ 
zir, contented virith this tecurity, watted 
the arrival of his brother, without proceed¬ 
ing further. Thefe events fell out about 
tlje beginning of the year J 7 1 9. 

Seyd Hfijfm Alt Khan returned at the 
head of a ftrong body of horie, immediately 
on the receipt of his brother’s letters, and 
arrived at Ddhy the 14th of February 1719* 
ivhcrc after a fhorC conference with the Vi¬ 
zir, and Ajtvt Smgh Hldahab Rajah, and 
father«in 4 aw to the Emperor) and with 
feveral principal Omrahs, they all proceed¬ 
ed to the apartment of Aunng Zehe'\ 
daughter iri the caftle of Sdimgur, and de¬ 
manded the delivery of al Hirjaat, 

(fon of Kc^eeila! Kaddr^ third fon of Babadr 
BhawJ a youth about 17 years of age, pro¬ 
claimed him Emperor of Indtjlan, and 
hvore allegiance to him. 
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Proceeding thence to the palace with 
Jeir new King, as Toon as they came into-%'*?; . 
the prefence of Furmkhnr. the Seyds 
braided him with perfidy ond ingratitiide. 
and j^eet Sm^h with the breach of his co- 
ronatioti oath, in impofing the jeferah for 
poll tax) upon the they then di- 

yefted him of fword, and enfigns of 
royalty, and with little ceremony informed 
him they had raifed R^ffeeil D'trjaat to the 
throne, to whom tliey forced him to pav 
obcifance, and then imprifoned him in a 
tower over the principal gate of the dtadch 

Theday after hisimprifonmenthe was mf- 

ferably deprived of his fight; on thefecond 
ay, he attempted to fini^ his torments by a 

fk ineflrcdluali on 

the third <ky, the Vizir fent executioners to 
l^gle himi but foon as he felt the cord 
a^ut his neck (ftiK wretchedly dcfirous of 
hfe)hcin terpofed his hands and forcibly broke 
It. dragging on thus a miferablc being until 
thcoEMdajr. the J4,h of 
when he was at Uft ttranglcd, after a mii^n of 
Jitlle more than four years j Mr* Frofe? 
fcven, but this cannot be; for, by his own 
^^Wlng^ during ZrBi deceafed in the begin¬ 
ning of the year 1707 , his Ibn, Sba-u, ASum, 
rwgned ijj years, that i£, to the beginning of 
the year 1 71 j, Furruk/jisr vras murdered in 

O a ijje 




(Jfi) 

tfie beginning of the year 17 rpf fo tliat if 
his fucceffion had been uninterrupted, iC 
could have been no marc than Gx years; 
but the intervening teign of his uncle, Maiiz 
O'dift Jebandar Sha’iHj who fat on the 
throne 18 nion ths, reduces idic reign of 
rukbiff^ to four years and fix months. 


The Siyds finding they had miilaken the 
genius of the voung Emperor Dirjast^ 
fwhom they had raifed to the throne in pre¬ 
ference to his elder brother lUjseU al Dflw- 
iaf, as judging his youth would^ be 
fubfervient to their views) took him off by 
when he had reigned about three 
months, and raifed to &e throne his eldeft 
brother, juft ahovcnientioned, who affumed 
the iHle and utk of Sba^d! Jehaitt fKiag ej 
the Wertd.} 


The brothers, intoxicated with their ex- 
cefs of power, began by various aas of 
opprefiion to create thcmfelves encmic? 
from all quarters, the umverfal hatred ot 
the people for their repeated murders, co¬ 
operating with the envy of the principal Ihr- 
Jdbt and Omrahs, (who could endure no 
longer to fee the cngrols wholly 

and authority In the Empire, which they 
thcmfelves wanted a /hare^ in) V poweriui 
party was now formed agalnff thVt:. 
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At the head of this conftdcracy were Sa* 

Jeet Singh, (more commonly known 
by the name of ^jab yaij StnghJ Gupmd 
Singh Bm.'der€tf and Cbivalram Roy, all 
puiflant Ryahs ihe firft named being he¬ 
reditary governor of the fortreisof j^gra ,— 

Here it is in point that we recite an anec¬ 
dote of this empire, which is not generally 
known. 

When die Hkdao Rajahs or Princes of 
Jndojian fubmitted to I'nmtrlaae, it was on 
thelc capital ftipuktions; That the Empe¬ 
rors ihould marry a daughter of Rajah 
Smgh'z, houfej that the head of this houfc 
IhouSd be, in perpetuity, governors of the 
citadel of Agra, and anoint the King at his 
coronation ; and, that the Emperors Ihould 
never impofe the jeilerah (or poll tax) upon 
the I£ndoos* We beg leave to apologize 
for this (as wc thought) ELecdTary digreffioa, 
and proceed* 

Thefe three powerful RbaaJ^af Rajahs, jant 
with fome dilcontented Oflir^jAr, withdrew 
themfelves, and alTembled together in the 
neighbourhood of Agra 5 and on the firft 
intelligence of the murder of R/^ml Dtr~ 

Jaat, rcleafed (from a forty years impriion- 
ment inthe caflle of AgraJ Nkostr, a fon 
of tbt great Ekhbar, and proclaimed him 
• D 3 Em- 
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Emperor; and railed a relpedlable army to 
lupport their eleclion againft that of the 
in favor of S&aTa ye 6 jn. 

On the firfl notice of this formidable 
competitor, Sryd Bojfcn M Khan was dif- 
patched at the Jiead of lortv thotifand horlb 
towards Jtgra and was met within four 
lojles of that city by AWA forces, under 
the command ot ; .^ho putting 

himldl at the head of his Maakpoots, in¬ 
trepidly charged H<gun Aiy Khad^ 

army: a long and bloody conflia enfued 
wherein at laft Av,r^j/r's forces began to 
give way, when the ntaafiprMs, by the 
example of tlieir Rajah Singh, difphy- 
mg ih^yiik^Jctirf, (the JihaqfepQotx 
for conqueft or death) the battle had a fud- 
den turn ; Hf}Jan Aiy Khaii% troops, ftnick 
with terror at feeing that dreaded fignal, 
and the fury with which the Rhaafiboa^s 
jCurnra to the charge, Ibon turned their 
backs and fled, difeegarding as well the he¬ 
roic example, as menaces of their General, 
who finding all endeavours to rally them 
fruitlefs, made the befi retreat he could with 
them, 

S&ain yehanytC^ly profiting by the er¬ 
ror which had proved fatal to Maaz O'dfn 
m afitiiation Cmil jr to his own, immediately 
tooh the field with the Vizir £,yd Mda///h 
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Xhant and with a large and choice army 
marched to fepport and re-inforcc S^d 
Hs£an jilt Khan. 

This General in his retreat, or rather 
night, had been vigoroufly purlhed by 
jah yeet Singh* and his nominal Emperor 
nicostr^ Iblllcicous, if pofGble, to prevent 
his union with Shavj Jeban and ms bro¬ 
ther, who were (they had learned) on their 
march to his fuccour. — In this judicious 
intention they failed, for HoJJan Jdi Khan 
with his beaten troops joined the Emperor 
before the Rajah could overtake him: 
both armies being greatly harra0ed with 
their leverc marches, the deci&ve battle, 
whidi was to determine the poflHHon of 
diis mi^ty Ernpirc, was delayed until the 
next day, 

Ihjfan All Kban^ it was faid, feleiled 
the evening before the battle, a body of 
2000 horfc, cotnpolcd all of fubaltcrn offi¬ 
cers; CO whom he gave Rrid command, that 
they fhould pay regard to nothing clfein the 
approaching engagement, but the cutting 
or taking prifbner JV/ciarfr, Singh. 

The battle began loon after fun-rile the 
next rl&ming, and was fought with in- 
crenlbie fury and obftinacy, for the ^ace 
D 4 of 
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of three hours j but at length the party 
^ovementioned fo wett executed what they 
had in charge, that they took Nictuir pri- 
Ibner, ^vhich being immediately known to 
his party, they were fbon after defeated, or 
rather retreated; for in thefe eaftern battles, 
if the principal on either fide is killed or 
taken prifoner, there is an end generally to 

the con tell.--The ifTue of this battle, 

which was fought about the middle of Jam 
1719, on tlic plains of Fatteahadt put 
Jehm in trant^uil polTcffion of the 
Empire. • 

The Emperor gave Nta^sir the choice of 
death, or lofs of fight? he preferred the lat¬ 
ter, which was executed on him in the 
of battle, and then was condufted back 
to his prifbii at a melancholy victim 

to the ambition of others. 

Savogee Jeet SmgB^ with a felesfl body 
of Rbaojifoots^ by a well conducted retreat 
rccovcrcii and was Ibon after recon¬ 
ciled to the Xing and admitted to favour, 
conformabJc to the Ileady policy of this go- 
i^Crntnent, in keeping a good underftanding 
with the principal Rajahs, and more elpe- 
daily with the hmd of this houic, who is 
ever capable of railing and fomenting.a very 
ii.irmkL.ible party, upon any intended'revo- 

Jutiofl 
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lution io this defpotic and precarious mo¬ 
narchy, 

JeBan lived not long to enjoy his 
high dignity, for he deceafed by a natural 
death, loon after his return to Delby, to¬ 
wards the latter end of the year 1719, 
Happy j we may fay, in having rmde tins 
i^tiiet and ealy exit; for had he dilcover^ 
a with to make himfclf a King indeed^ it is 
more than probable he would have fliared 
the iame fate with his tliree prcdeccflbrs. 

His death for feme da^s was concealed 
by the Cngular addrefe of the Seydsi and 
Hs^hn Khan, on the night ot the day 
that Jeban deceafed, privately fet 

out with a fmall but iciest party of horfc 
iot 4 gra, where he publifhed his death i 
and with the participation of the Mhaabah 
R^ah, Saui^reJcetSingb immediately pro¬ 
claimed Mabsmmed Shaw, Emperor of In- 
deJinn j who was by the Rpjah anointed ac*- 
cordlngly, Afntomnjfd inbiiin was the only 
fen of kbeji/hib Akhur before mentioned, 
die youngeft ion of Sitiw jiHum. Soon 
after, the'Vbir and the other great officert 
of die crown arrived at Agra to pay their 
fubmlflion to the new Emperor, and were 
3II coftfiimed in their pods. 
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Mah^mtn^d was Ibori convinced^ 
by the firft movements of the Stydt, that 
though he was raffed to the pofleflion of the 
oniigns and exteriors of royalty, he was in 
effeft little better than a prifoner of flate, 
whilft the two brothers cxerdfed the un- 
controuJed authority they had fo long and 
fuccefsfully ufurped. He did not want 
courage, but plainly law their power was 
too great to be attacked by open force; he 
tJterefore wifely, for fome time, dilTembled 
his fentiments and refentmcnis, until he 
could form a proper judgment who amongil 
the Omrahs and oihccrs were truft worthy,* 
and in whom he could wdth l^cty to hitn- 
felf put a perfedt confidence. 

It Was not long before his penetration 
pointed out the perfons he fought for; jlrfo- 
bommed Amtn Khm, Htydr Kuli Khan, and 
Ksndortm, all Omrahs of the firft rank, he 
was well alftircd, were inveterate though 
concealed enemies to the Seyds\ totheleOm- 
rahs therefore he ventured to open himfell-; 
about the middle of SeptemStr tyao, and 
moft pathetically lamented his abjedt de¬ 
pendant ftate, under the tyrant^ o^he Styds, 
jmplonog their afiiftance to extricate and 
free him, thcmfdves, and hts people, from 
tneir ufuiped powetp . * 
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This overture from the Emperor met 
with a warm reception from the Omrahs j 
thejf fwore fidelity to himi and he, on his 
part, fwore that Mabanmed jdaiim Khan 
(hould fucceed to the Vizirut i Khandotan to 
the Mbir Buttjpu and be created Emhir at 
pinrah\ and that Me^dr Kuli Khan, (who 
was at this time General of the Ordnance) 
ihould obtain Soubahdary of Ahmedd~ 
bad, 

Thefc prcliiDinarles fettled, and the fidc-r 
Htv of ihefe Omrahs fecured more by 
making it their own intcrefled caufe, than 
from any attachment to the royal family, 
a favourable occfifion was only wanting j 
and the Stydi thcmlelves epntribated in feme 
degree to their own downfal,—for now the 
mcafure of their iniquity was full,—too 
long had tlicy reigned the opprelfers of their 
Kings, and of the people. 

The firft ad of the S^ds power after 
the acccjlion of Mabmmi-'d Shaw^ was to 
oblige him to declare ai Mulack a 

traytor, and demand his appearance at 
popit. 

Nfzam had been long obnoxious to the 
S^ds: the infurredion raifcd by Rajah 
^ingh dn favour of Ntaairi had prevented 

their 
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their looking towards him fooner; but 
now, havirtg Jixed Mabmmed Blaw on the 
throne, the^r decermiEied (o fupprefs him, 

well knowing there was no me¬ 
dium between death and the jealoufy of the 
Seydst in place of paying obedience to the 
royal mandate, killed the gurlbordars (mef- 
fengers) that brought rti advanced from 
his government of Maha to Rngm-, where 
lie frized the royal trcaiUre; from thence 
he penetrated into D^cc^rrit the gew’ernmeat 
of Sfyd Ih£dn Ah Khan^ attacked the ca¬ 
pital of the prot'ince and took it, allumed 
the Soubdliip, and fending hk Nidln, or 
deputy governors to every part* diiplaced 
thole of JT&jjan Alt Khim^ and treated even 
his women with great indignities: After 
thefc exploits (to which it was faid he waS 
privately inftrgated by the Emperor, pur- 
pofcly to exafperate the SfydsJ he Wrote the 
moll fubmiffive letter to the Emperor, exte¬ 
nuating and palliating the neceffity of a 
condtiar, to which the tyranny and injuf* 
ticeof tlie Sfyds had drove him. 

On news of the outrages’ committed 
by iViraarw in tlic Deccan^ the Emperor put 
on a well tliflcttiblcd rage, and fwore by 
Mahomet he would take the field agaipft the 
rebel himlclf. This refolution was the refnlt 

of 
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of a privtite conference with his afioci^ted 
Omrahs, it being iudged tlit brft necelTary 
ftep for the reduaion of thefe datig^ 
bnthers^ was to feparate them j accordingly 
the Emperor ordered the Vizir ^iyd MM- 
lab Khan to return to Ti^lhyy to fupenntena 
the civil adminiftration, and prcfervc the 
peace of that city during bis abfence i and 
himfelf, with Seyd Bogan M Khan, and 
the reft of the Omrahs, took the field on 
the 18 th of S&ptember 1720, with a royal 
and puilfmt army, for the pretended re- 
dudlion of the rei^ Nkam d MstM. 

The Emperor made a long march tliat 
day towards Deccan, and encamped late in 
the evening; here the means for alhifli- 
nating ^eyd Hogin All Khan w'cre adj ufted 
by the three Omrahs, to whom the King 
lit the execution of this important event: 
they found it neceflary now to diicover their 
defign to levcral other Omrahs, who they 
knevv had been deeply iniurcd by the 
and were asioveterate as tbctnfelvca. Amon^l 
theie, one Byddr Khan^ a fmall Munfub- 
dar of diftinguilhed courage, was pitched 
Upon to perf'ctratc the deed* and as the at- 
tempt muft be attended with apparent ha¬ 
zard to Byddr Khan, Mahamined Amhn 
Khn^, and B^dr Kdl Khan, to encou¬ 
rage him, folcmnly engaged to be at hand 


I 
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With n fdea p.irty to refcue him from th6 
rage ot Bofau M Khan'-, followers. 

Early the next morning the %nal waS 
made for decamping, ^nd S^d H^an 
into the Emperor s tent to pay his obei(hnc6 
and receive his orders; all the Ommhs 
and ofheers aj eurtotnary. were ronnd his 
tent; Hydiir Khan pbced himfelf at the 
door With a petitibn in his hand: as foon as 
came out of his tent, and had 
feared himldf in his pallenkeen, Hyddr 
prefented hts petition, and whihr^ 

Fouling it, the alTal^ 
ftahbed him witJi his kunjaar (daffjrerl be¬ 
tween the neck and collar bone, of which 
wound he idftantly expired. 

lo meue Hyddr Khan, it was judged expe- 

rfe'i^h »ian, that hii 

death might blunt and fatiate in fottic mea- 

[2, 7 i irt 

immediate attendance on the General's per- 

fen bv whom Hyddr 2Qan was alTanlted 

with the utmoft tan^ and though, draw- 

jng h,s (cyniJter, he defended himfelf with 

aftomiJiing bravery for feme time, yet over- 

Fwered by numbers he was cm to pieces > 

yet the luiijult railed about the bodT'did 

o ceale, Maiiommtd Amm 


( 47 } 

Koniisrast Hyatir Kuli and their 

troops came up to quell it i the Emperor 
mounting his elephant and cauhng procla¬ 
mation to be made to the army, that the 
Embir at Qmrah was killed by his order, the 
confuiton fublided j except in one quarter, 
where fi^e thoufand troops, coimnandcd by 
yieratt Kban^ nephew to the deceaied Ge¬ 
neral, breathed nothing but reven^; be¬ 
tween thefe and the royal troops a iharp 
conflict enfued, in which many w'ere killed 
(on both hdes) amongfi: whom was a fon of 
Mabommed Amin Khan j but yieratt Khan 
faUingby an arrow dslcharged by the King, 
(w'bo it was laid emptied three quivers in 
the engagement) the reft called for quarter. 

The Emperor proceeding to the tent of 
Zeyd Hojjan All Kban, iat upon his elephant 
and faw the ftildicrs, by his pcrmillion, 
plunder it of a khorore of Rupees | the 
jewels found tJierc to an equal amount w'crc 
appropriated to his own u(e. 

Mabommed Sba<Wf fenfible that but half 
the work was done, whilft Seyd Ahdalkb 
Khan furvived, immediately direfled his 
march toivards Ddbyt declaring Mabommed 
Amim Khan and Kbondoran^ Embir 

at Omrah* 

4b- 
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Ahdalhb Khan was not far from 
lii'hen an exprefe from yiirati Khan over¬ 
took him, adviling him of the tragical 
.deathof his brother; he faw his own danger, 
and inftajttly difpatched a trufty officer witli 
a party of horic-to that city, with orders to 
return immediately with Suhan Ibrahim^ 
younger brother of the Emperor’s, Rt^'eejl 
al Hirjaat^ and KaffeeU al Domlat, The 
officer executed his commiffion wiffi great 
celerity, and being returned with Sultan 
Jhrahim, AbiaUab proclaimed that young 
Prince Emperor of Indafiani then putting 
himiclf at the head of a numerous armv, 
he marched back to meet Mahommed Sha^. 


The two armies met the latter end of 
OSIabtTf, Anno 1720, and a bloody battle 
enfued : Vihlory ftood doubtful a long time 
to which Qie fhoiild give the day; but 
when Abdaliab was on the verge of fnatch- 
ing a certain conqueft, a fealonable re-in- 
forcement turned the iffiue in favor of the 
Emperor ; for during the heat of the en¬ 
gagement Dtabahadr {nephew of Cbrualram 
Governor of Kl^abaij arrived with a frcih 
body of troops; thefc affaulting the rear and 
hank, of Abdallah's army with the greateft 
intrepidity, a total defeat and rout Soon fol¬ 
lowed. S^d Ahdaliab Khan was taken pri- 
Ibner; the Emperor fparedhis life,’ in con¬ 
fide ration 
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fidcntion of his owing him the crown he 
Wore, but condemned him to perpetual 
imprifonmenc (as recited more minutely bv 
Mr, Frafir) lequeflring his vaft polltrffions 
wealth to his own uih. 

Thus fell the Hoffan Mi 

and Adallah Kban^ by a reverie: of fortune 
too common to be very remarkable ,* the 
wonder isj that they ihould have main¬ 
tained themicives fo long (in this defpotic 
and violent government) in a degree of ab- 
folute power and authority, hardly equalled 
in ftory, and that during the reigns of five 
fucceflive Emperors, four of whom they 
tbmfehts had placed upon the throne. 

The lad decilive ftroke put Mabcmmcd 
Shav! into the quiet pofleOion of the Em¬ 
pire of Indojlofi, A long peace ctifucdr 
and the Emperor gave a looie to the in¬ 
dulgence of his natural propenfities, which 
centered only in the cxceffive ufe of wine, 
women, and hunting; to every thing eUc he 
became regardlefs; the reins of govern¬ 
ment in time ikekened, confufion in the 
Empire followed j every Omr^b was plan¬ 
ing for himfelt' and none thought of tiie 

public^ Thcfc univerlal endan'»e- 

red, in 'cbnfequcncc, the kaltb and well 
^ being 
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being of the flateand paved the way 
for the invahon of the Empire by Niidir 
Shaw in the year 173S (fo accurately invef- 
tlgated by Mr. Ft'o/erJ brought about by 
the intrigues of Nts^m al Muliuck. This 
mi aider after the redvtition of the Seyds 
was ibon taken into favor^ and confirmed 
in the government of Di'ccan^ or rather 
maintained himlelf there by his own 
drength, as an independant fbvereign. 

My readers will cafily perceive, that in. ' 
the foregoing recital 1 have followed the 
thread of Mr. concife narrative; 

and have only deviated from him in thofe 
parts, where my materials afiorded me 
iuller intelligence, and in variety of tranf- 
avtions which he (obviptilly) thought Jay 
out of rite way of his t>ui:n-*>hje£li, his 
intention being vety evidently no more, 
til an to give a connected catalogue of the 
Mngnlls from I'lmur Lung, ( ‘TatiiarhinJ 
and at the lame lime convey a flight view 
of the progrelBve flatc and condition of the 
Empire of Indff/^un, as neccflhrily prepara¬ 
tive to the [period of AWir Shaw*& invafion 
of it, without cmbarralllng himfelf wdth 
any more of the particular circumftances 
attending the fucccHions, than were con- 
fillent with, and immediately' in'point to 
2 Iris 
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his defiga. All that I wiHi or hope for 
from tois production is, that it may be 
eftecmed an Ulullxation only of that inge¬ 
nious and learned gentleman's work, com- 
prifed within the fpacc, from Aurirtg. Ztbes 
demife to the reduftion of the S/yds* 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


in thf Subahdary qJ' Befigalj 
from the year lyiy to the year 1750 ! 
mdufme. 


O UR prefcnt fubjea calls us back to 
the reign of FarruAbsfr, wheit yajir 
Afftfff, an Omrah of great confideration and 
jntercit at courtj ruled thele provinces witli 
a rod of iron. His name to this day 15 
remembered with deteftatiooi to fill his 
coffers, he inflifled the mod cruel punilh* 
ments on the Rajah and Ztmmdars, by 
and means unheard of* and unknown, 
but in this Eaffem government: he alfo 
highly oppreffed the Europeam feitied in 
theie parts j yet, notwitliftanding his very 
mal.adinmiffmtion, he had the addrefs to 
obt^n the govemmenta of Babar and 
Orga, umted with that of BW in his 
J'Ctfon, which ercr hefore had been diftinA 
find leparate Nabobfiiips, 


*■ With 
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With this new acquilltion of power, he 
removed from Dacca^ which, until that 
time, had been the chief refidencc of the 
Soubahs, to Morjbadahadt which city now 
became the capital of the provinces. 

Khan had a favourite daughter, 
whom he married to Senjab Kkant a native 
of Deily of &me diHindtion; this perfon 
was appointed Niabt or deputy governor of 
Orifat when Jqffrr Khan changed the feat 
of his chief rctldeoce, and quitted Dacca, 

Soujab Khan, by his marriage with the 
Soubms daughter, two ions born to 
him, the cldeft named Mabommed ^ukhsc 
Khan, the younger Su^raaz Khan. The 
hrit had conilautly refided with his father 
at Cuttack the capital of Qtifa, and the 
other with his grandfather at Mcrjhadahad, 

ya^tr Kban’^ fondneis for Suffraavc 
Khjan was fo prevalent, that when be ob-* 
tallied an order from court for Soujab 
Khad^ fucceeding him in the Soubahfliip, 
he procured at the fame time Suffraaz 
Khan to be appointed King's Dc-man of the 
provinces, in prejudice to the juft preten- 
Hons of his elder brother Mahommed Tukbee 
Khan, 

E 3 


Hiis 
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This ill-judged mark of affcdion and 
preference in the old Soubahy was the caufe 
of declared and unabating enmity between 
the two brothers; though this pro¬ 

bably without ibdt ceuftt would have na¬ 
turally refiiltcd from the diilerence of their 
genius and djfpofidonst actuated by the dif¬ 
ferent examples tliey had long before them, 

in the father, and grandiather.- S^ujab 

Khnfi was bold, rigid in governrnent, but 
witbal, complaifant and affeflionate,—-Jlfit- 
b^mtsietf Ti^bcf Kban was brave and gene¬ 
rous, delighting in the cxerciles of a Ibtdier 
and the art of war ,—Khtm was 
inveterate, avaritious, and a monftcr of 
cruelty.*— Suffraas Khan was impetuous, 
overbearing and vindidlivc i and as he had 
been a ftrangcr to contradiiftion from his 
infancy, fo in his more advanced age, he 
could not bear It in tlie leaft degree, eren 
from the mouth of wiidom. 

In the year 1725 Khan deceaied, 

to the general joy of tlic provinces, and 
S<i>ajab Kbanj haftening to the capital, took 
upon him the go vernoicn t i in dic journey he 
accompan ied by T'ikbeeKJban, 

When die brothers met, the embers of 
difgijft and hatred, which had been only 
fiUQtiicred by ablencc, now buril into a 

flame, 
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flame, that had well nigh eonfumed them 
both, had not the prudence and authority 
of the Soubali interpofed, who finding^ it 
ittipofiible to accomphfh a reconciliation 
between- them, refolvcd to p^t 
immediately appointed Mabemff/ea Tukeee 
K/jsn, bis Niab of 0 ^fa» with orders to 
&t out the neit dav for his government. 
There in a few months he died univerfally 
hmented. His death gave his father the 
decpcft lbrfow, for he loved Mm with a jult 
and truely paternal tendernefs. 

On Semb Jf/Ws fucceflion to tlie go¬ 
vernment, he rclcaftd all the an^ 

Zmiff^at's that had been imprtfoned by ms 
father-in-law j and eafed them « T 
heavy taxes and impofitions,. that they had 
been loaded with : calling them all before 
him, he ehioiried them to attend carefully 
to the cultivation of their lands, ai^ the 
improvement of thcmanufsdlures: alTunng 
them that io future they fliouldj-^e exempt 
from the feveriiies tltcy had luffercd under 
Ms predeceflbrs; reminding them, mat as 
they tlicmfelvcs had long felt the hand of 
oppreffion ; he depended it would be a lel- 
fon to them, not to opprefs the de¬ 

pendant on them; then with a peremptory 
tone telling them, that if any were iound 
deficieftt in. their annual payments, ihcir 



lands fliould be ukenW them, and men 
to others i he gracioufly difoiHed them to 
their refpedhve diftrids. 

iotoMnIdmuon the 
fmdi ftanding force ot the provinces, thit 
iinul his time never ciceedod the number 
ot five or fist hundied horfe, determined to 
enlarge it to as many thoulands, which he 

roon accomplifhedv He then made fuodry 

regolaaohs ref^bg the trade of the prZ 
nces. both inland and foreign i cafttng 
eyes particularly on the Europeans i and 
atten^ve that they Jhould not clandcftinelv 
partake of greater immunities and advan¬ 
tages, than the terms of their hbtrmaunds, 
or grants, gave them a title to. 

of encr^cd the number 

of (or places for the receipts of 

cuftoms} CO twenty, upon the feveral rivers, 
whereas his government there were 
niy Buxjh Bundar, and Jizimgunge* 

This wife and fclid conduiff, had it^s nam- 
^I^dproper effeds. the provinces foon wore 
fl *fL^ j* and manufadures 

."^ 72 “'-»y‘i“»vcryfcwyci.rrhc™ 

flipuJate m pay mm ,ho royal ,rS™ 
inmtally, one idarm, one inc.^nne-ihtm^ 

fand 
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fand one hundred and one Jicca ^upas^ 
o?er and above forty Lacs of Knpett, an¬ 
nually remitted to court, to difierent Om-- 
rnhs refidiog there, on account of their 
y^gbir lands ^ in coiifetjuence, his intercll jfnrM 
at court was ftrcngil^iened, himfelf efta- 
bliQicd in his government, and the fuccef- 
fion by grant loured in his family. 

Having brought the Soubah Ssi^ab 
Kbm to tlus happy and honourable period, 
and given a general view' of the ftatc of 
thefe opulent provinces; we next propofe 
to trace the caules, circumdances, and pro- 
grels of an extraordinary ufurpation of this 
govenuneur, in the beginning of the year 
J742. 

Though the ambitioii, avarice, ingrati¬ 
tude, treachery and violence of two artful 
adventurerSf were the fiemingly apparent 
taufes of this ufurpation j yet without ‘ 
other ca-eftrating incidenUi thofe (too 
common fuccefsfiil auxiliaries in the inva- 
lion of right] would have proved inef- 
fedual. 

The fecret fprings of the jufh mentioned 
co-operating incidents, were known but to 
fewj and we venture to aver, were never 
put together before the penning of the 

manu- 
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mapu/cripts, A. D. 1750, alluded to In the 
preliminary diicourfe to this work, from 
which maniiicript the author of the Reflec¬ 
tions, as before remarked, diflngenuoufly 
took as his own, what he calls his Short 
** Iketch of the hiftory of Befrgait from 
♦* the year 1739 to the year 1750 

AimerJi Kltan and Hsdjee Httmcti were 
brothers, natives of ’Tarturyf and fol¬ 
lowers of fortune. In this purfult they 
arrived at the court of Dcihy^ about 
the year 1721, and put theinlelves under 
the protedaon of the then y\ 2 .\e Khsttdsmn^, 
In tneir genius and quahfications they dif¬ 
fered cxtreamlyj the elder, Hamets 

was of a cowardly, but deeply intriguing 
diipolition, well Ikilled in political learning, 
and a profound judge of the nature of 
mankind; with thefe taieiitSj lie poflellcd 
not a finale moral principle capable of im¬ 
peding ibein in their full career, and there¬ 
fore became every way qualified for the 
tranfactions of tbb E^hrn (or indeed any 
other) court. 

• Reciting the Tsine chain of fa£b m they Hand in 
the tnatrarcript, with lUdc vari«ilon, except the peer 
cKrgtiiie of here and there a difivfent mcxle 'of expref- 
fton, fnterfpcrfed with b few iriit which are 

pvilj his owit, W«"^thought this note highly oeccfToiy, 
ieEt wc OiQutd incur the ondeferred cenfurt of irtdU- 
ing at fcccnd libors of uDather, 

Aiiverdi 
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jilherdi K/jan was bold and daring, bred 
to arms, and Mlcd in all tKe duties of a 
foldier. enterprifing. of ready underftand- 
in*^, and naturally virtuous and honorable, 
unlil thefc amiable (qualities were perverted 
and fubdued, by the inftigations and evil 
ccunfels of bis brother, and his other^ta"" 
lents made fubfervient to Haffiei'i ambitious 
views of aggranditirig their obfcure family. 

Bsdjee acquired tliis tide from his hav¬ 
ing in his early years made a pilgrimage to 
Bcd'rc, (or the tomb of Mahmm^d at 
Mecca) a duty which the Khoran impofes 
on every MufJeljuan once in his life, either 
inper&n or by proxy; and he who per¬ 
forms it in peribn, thereby obtjuns for life 
the honorary appellation of and is 

much reverenced by the true believers in 
their prophet. 

It has been confidently afierted, and as 
currently believed in that Ba^a 

Burnet had been preferred at Delby^ to the 
poll of mailer, or keeper of the crown 
iewels ; with the moft valuable ot which 
it was raid he eloped, and afterwards fane- 
tified tliis theft by a pilgrimage to Mecca ; 
hut upon the iltidldl enquiry we pronounce 
this report an afperfiun of his enemies, 
havin| the beft authority for faying neither 
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of the brothers appeared at court before 
the year lyzi :■—but the improbability of 
the faft ipcaJes it a calumny—their origi¬ 
nal obfeuricy is allowed on all hands j can 
it then poffibly gain credit, that either of 
them fhould be preferred to a poll:, which 
is ufufllly beftowed on one of the fidl Om- 
rahs of the Empire? 

But if we ilrould admit (what alio has 
been alTcrted) that was for a Ihort 

fpace in tlic Icrvice of the icf^er of the 
crown jewels, and might have it in his 
power to commit the theft altedged againil 
him j yet the faft remains equally impro¬ 
bable; for can it be believed that after Co 
atrocious a crime, both the brothers (hould 
obtain the patronage and recommendatjon of 
Khondoran ?—Which they certainly brought 
with them to Cu/tdc (the rcftdence of the 
Nabob ^oujab KbanJ Anno 1722, 

On their arrival, they were taken into 
the fetvicc of Soujoh Z)c<£>/a, as intmediate 
attendants on his perfon; Sot^cc in capacity 
of his firft Kijimutgar (or valetj and Alt- 
’osrdit his Chtlum Purdaar (drclTcr or rather 
keeper of his fmoaking pipe) w*jth the ad¬ 
ditional pay and dcnoralnatioD of a feapoy 
or foot foldier. » 

Their 
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Tlieir rife from tlicfe mental ftatiorts \vas 
tapid, but not aftonifliiiig in a country 
where fuperior talents ever make their way 
to fpeedy promotion.—The Nabob very 
foon difeovered m an extenfive ge¬ 

nius and undetdlanding in men and things; 
and H&djee as feon found out the great, and 
almofe only foible of his mailer; which was 
an ungovernable appetite for variety of 
women, 

Hadjee benefited himfelf of this ruling 
paiBon, and by indefatigable attention and 
induftry out-ran even the Nabob's ddOrei 
■—the compiler of the Rejk^lisns feys, 
Hodjee profiitated, and made a fecrificc 
” of his own daughter to his mailers 
“ loilwe confefs we never heard of it 
before; be this as it may, it is moil certain 
that Hcdjee by indulging and feeding this 
paiiion, quickly gained an afeendant over 
his mailer, and had the diipoiol of all 
places of fmall importance; and as he was 
obferved to be the growing favourite, all 
fuits and petitions were preferred through 
his mediation, 

Alherdi Khan\ extraordinary military 
genius did not efcape his mailer's notice; 
he was foon promoted to be yemmautddr 
of the Nabob's foot guards, and not long 

after 



{6i } 

after preferred to a command of horfe at 
the interceffion of his brother — The riding 
pa£on of Hodjee, was an unbomided thirft 
of riches i but whilft he Jubored to extend 
his influence over bis mafter, as conducive 
to the fatisfpDg this vice, he was ever 
watchful and attentive, that his brother's 
intcreft went hand in band with his own. 

To thefis ends he daily made himfelf 
more and more ti^ul to Soujah Kharit and 
being well verled In the arts of financing, 
arid the invention of ivayi md means^ his 
importance was confirmed : (this being the 
molt ufcful and eflential doty of a minifler 
in the U/j//,as well as in the Wtfi^) He was 
alfo an exquifite and penetrating fpy upon 
the aftions of all the Niabs and other offi¬ 
cers employed under the Nabob, with 
w'hom he lecrcily planted his own cmlfla- 
ries, lb that nothing was tranfacled in any 
part of the province of Oriffa^ that his 
mailer had not the moft early intelligence 

The government of Ltdo^an is perhaps 
the only government in the world, where 
the charadter of a jpy is not attended with 
reproach and inlamy i Here it is dignified 
arid honourable. The Emperor and all tlic 
Scubahs of the provinces entertain an offi¬ 
cer 
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cer with this title, who is always a pepfoa 
of conilderation j hut like Sa/an he is more 
generally feared than loved. Bodjee pof- 
Icffed not the title of the I'Tabob's Hircar- 
raht (fpy) but he virtually was fo, and by 
tliis pra&ice, did not a little gain upon his 
ma^le^'s confidence, and thereby Imoothed 
the way to defigns, which about this time. 

Anno 1724, began to open upon him j 
though he yet concealed them even from> 
his brother. 

The inSnence and power of the two 
brothers acquired new ftrength every day, 17=4* 
in fuch fort, that at the clofc of this year 
they had gained a full dominion over the 
adions and inclinations of the Nabob; 
who at this period fucceeded to the govern¬ 
ment of the three provinces by the deonile 
of the Soubah ya§lr Khartt as before re¬ 
cited In the former part of this chapter : 
the brothers attended him to the capital, 
where the feene of aftion became enlarged 1725- 
and more adequate to their different, 
though equally enterprizing fpirits, Hei^ce 
Hornet was fdon declared prime minifier, 
and AlhicrM promoted to a command of 
horfe of the iirll diftiudion. 

The firfl: judicious movements made by 
Bcujab IdJban on his coming to the Sou- 

bahfhip. 
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bahHiip, (already recorded} were it was i^d 
the rcfult of the isJataiy ratindk of 
Barnet .—But if we admit the faft, let us 
not too haltily conclude that this advice 
flowed from any principle of aifediioD to 
his tnaftcr, or regard to his honor, or from 
a commiferation of the fuffering RaJojbsi 
no, thelc worthy cotiliderationswcre foreign 
to his heart, as appeared from the whole 
tenor of his future condufk: the moderate 
councils and meafurcs adopted by the Sou- 
bah, railed the credit of the only, 

who (by reports of his emiUtries difperfed 
about the dtj' and country) had the foie 
honor of a clemency flridly doe to the Sou- 
ball's goodnefs of heart, and averflon to 
the pradices of his prcdcccflbr. 

The oitnifler by this artful procedure 
gained many friejids, and by fecrct llipuJa- 
tioDS with the enlarged Rajahs, he iilled his 
own coffers, to the injury of the public 
revenue. In tlie degr« that the miniftcr 
gained credit and influence iu the provinces 
—the Soubah funk in the opinion of the 
people (a veiy Jiatural coniequcnce) and 
refling fccure in the fuppoff-d integrity and 
ex ten five abilities of Hof^ce Ba^teti he 
abandoned hvnjdf to the full enjoyment of 
his rutifig pajian, and the gsvernmdit to the 
ahfblute difpofal of the miniftcr, who with* 

5 out 
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out contrQulj put in, put out, remoFod, 
di ('placed and preferred to cvciy poft of 
profit, 'A'hom{bev‘er he pleafcd, and by this 
tralBc ibon acquired immenfe wealth ~ 
taking care to keep his rmfler buried in 
fenfudity, dill fapplying the dame that had 
pofleflion of iilm with fre/h fewe! j ran- 
facklog the provinces, and obtaining (no 
matter at what price) the mod beautiful 
women that could be procured to anfwer 
his purpoles ; and it \vas confidently (and 
we believe truely) faid, chat he carried his 
panderlfm fo far, as never to appear at the 
tioubahs nocturnal levee, without fome- 
thing of this kind in his hand, formed to 
attract and engage his attention. 

^Vhilft Hodjee Sdmst iivas thus employed 
in cftablifhing his own power and fortone, 
and blinding die Soubah daring the firfl 
three or four years of his government j> 
his brother Ali'Cifrdl Khan began to chink 
hintfelf neglected; but lisdjtt ibon con¬ 
vinced him of his mlilake. 

Hitherto j^Hverdt had not in his own 
perfon acquired any conilderable luflre, 
except from the light thrown upon it by 
rcfledion, from his brother being the mi- 
niAcr ; in*his military capacity he had a 
few opportunities given him of fhining 
F alone, 
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alone, both at Orjffa and Bm^ah juft fuf- 
£clent to gala the belief of his being an 
intrepid officer: but now the time was 
come to bring his talents upon the ftage in 
a more conipicaous view, an occahon oHer- 
ing for which his brother had with impa¬ 
tience long waited, 

Aw^ Having for fome time loft fight of the 
Soubah's only famving fon Ruffraani Khsnt 
we here think it neceflary to bring him to 
the remembrance of the reader, by a ilJght 
mention of himi his charaiitcr has been 
already delineated, he poflefied the port of 
King’s by appointment from court, 

and w'as fuceedbr apparent to the Sou bah- 
Ihip; he had long looked with an evil eye 
on the growing power and influence of 
Ho^fe Harnett which he thought became 
pregnant with danger, both to his father 
and himfelf—but he had not the means of 
reducing it; the itnpctuofity of his temper 
burft forth fometimes in ahufcs, in inlults 
to the minirter, who bore them with pa¬ 
tient fibmiffion, hut herefentment from 
the Soubah againft his ion always follow¬ 
ed fucli abufe. The crafty liodjce treafured 
them up in his memory, for a future rec¬ 
koning ; he daily inftilled into the cars of 
the Soubah the many extravagancies his 
fon was guilty of, which had too much 

truth 
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truth far their futintiation s but if that had 
not been the cajc, the Sonbah was too ready 
to liften to any thing to his prejudice j for 
he loved him not—ever Giying that his un-- 
bridled mfolence occafioned die lofs of his 
favorite and beloved fon I'tfMee 

Kban, 

AtiHO 17291 the Nabobfhip of Pa/n/t be¬ 
coming vacant, Hodjat without appearing 
in k himfeif, influenced the then reigning 
favourite miftrels of the Soubah (who waa 
deeply in his intercfl) to lolidt it for his 
brother; who was accordingly the next 
day nominated to that government. Huf- 
fraaz Khan upon this appointment, had 
the courage to tell his father in public 
Durhdft he W'as warming and cherlfhing 
“ two fnakeSt diat would ftiug him and 
** his family to death,** The Soubah or¬ 
dered him immediately to be taken into 
cuftody i but by Hjotija‘% artful inicrpofi- 
tion he was appealed. 

The following night the brothers held a 
long and private conferences to which fevc- 
ral Rajahs and oiBceni in their confidence 
w'cre admitted. —^— -Here the wicked plan 
of vZ/nwiffA/firff's government was fettled, 
and lie departed the next day lor Puta-jy 
where in a few days he arrived, and put in 
F 2 execution 
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execution the poliucal maxims and inftruc- 
tiofis he had received from his brother. 

The exploits of the Jirft 6x years of his 
rji « government—that is from the year 1729 
1735, inclufive, were thefc 
following; by force, trcachcty, craft and 
policy, he fubdued moll of the RaJaBs of 
the province of Ba&ar, fomc, hv the bafcfl 
diffimulation and profeffions of'fricndfliip, 
he drew to Pataur where he murdered 
them and ieized their pofl^ions, as the 

hrav^ Sander Sbsw, &c,-He then 

carried his arms againft the Cbnk^aBrs^ a 
brave and warlike Gentoo race, who poA 
a tra£l of coimiry oppoilte J^on^keert 
up the river SamLea ; the prince or Rajnh 
of this country had never paid tribute, or 
acknowlcged any fubjeaion to the Soubahs 
of Bmgai, or indeed to the Mogul himfelf. 
He laid every thing that palled on the river 
by Motighser under contribution, and put 
the European feitlemcnts to an annua! 
heavy expence of a large armament to 01- 
cort tlieir trade to and from Fatns^ 

The old brave Rajah of tbefe people 
(whohadmany times fought hand to hand, 
with the intrepid commander of oar troops. 
Major dcceafed, in tile year 1730, 

and was fucccedcd by his fon, a youth of 

ieven- 
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feventeen ; this young prince, intimidate 
by the examples mude of feveral of the 
Bffhar Rajahs, after a iliort refiftance fub- 
mitted} acknowledged allegi^cc to the 
Emperor, and fixbjedtion to the Soubah. 
An annnal tribute was fLIpulated, and regu¬ 
larly paid for four years — a fpot was fixed 
on, five miles from the mouth of Sa/fiioa, 
and thirty from the capital of the Cbuk- 
•ssaari, where the prince every year met the 
Nabob's officer on a certain day, the one to 
pay, the other to receive the tribute, and 
it was agreed that they Should have only 
thirty attendants on each fide. 


The twentieth of OSIel/er f Anno 1735) 
was the day of payment, at which time 
the Ettglijh army, under the command of 
commandiint Hokombet lay encamped in 
Monghicr grove, with the company's trade 
for the Patna faftory,—Ac eleven in the 
forenoon, we oblbrvcd a boat, which had 
came out of Samhiyo river, making for 
Patna \ the comniandant difpatched two 
light pulwsars after her, with orders to 
bring her to — imagining fiae had a cargo 
of filh — the boat being brought to, and 
laid alcngfide the commandatit's budgerow 
—-Guefs reader our aftoniihmcnt f W'hcn 
in place,of a cargoe of filh, it coatained a 
F 3 cargoe 




£DC of hutpan bdidy! five bdkets full, 
and a Cngk* head in the fixih. 


On enquiry we learnt that before day 
break., the olJiccr who was deputed to re- 
ccivi; the annual tribute from the Rajah of 
the CLtiL"^^arSr had by orders from the 
Nabob jiiiiiTdi placed four hundred men 
In ambufh, under tlie high banks of the 
i lvpr, near the place of meeting—that the 
prince and the Nabob's officer (Fowzdar 
of Uiihar^ whofe lume we have forgot) 
witb their ufual attendants, met at nine of 
tbeckick, and after the common ceremo¬ 
nials, and the tribute received, when they 
were jud upon parting, the fignal being 
given, the troops in ambufh rufhed out, 
and furround ng the Rajah and bis few 
followers, cut them off, one only excepted, 
■\\1 ju upon a fleet horfe efcaped, and gave 
the alarm to the city—among thole killed 
were his principal general oflicers—*We 
, fu.thcr were inlorincd by the oflicer who 
had charge of the boat, that his orders 
Tivere to make the bed of his way to Paina^ 
and hy his freight at the NahPjfeei j and 
that the head in the halket by itfelf, was the 
Rajah s — he added that tbcFowxdjr with 
liii troops were in full march lo the city 
Sojnlm .—This was feon after verified, for 
we obierved about lour in the afternoon a 

, cloud 



clond of fmoak over the city, and the fame 
eveiung we received thefe other particulars, 
that on the firft alarm and known fate of 
the Rajah, his wife, the young Begim^ fhut 
herfelf up with her fon (about a year old) 
and her attendants, and let fire to her apart- 
ments*—th^it the Nabob s troops tneeting 
with no refinance, entered the city, plun¬ 
dered it, and then fet hre to it. 

A body of the Rajah^s troops retired, 
and for fome time difputed the pofleflion 
of the country with tnc Nabob's, but the 
Kowitdar being re-inforced from his camp, 
which then lay at Durriap^i^r, a fhort march 
from the whole country was 

fOOn reduced, and thefe brave people fub- 
dued. 

Thefe were the eitplohs that rendered the 
name of Man a terror to the 

neighbouring diftriasj and by tbefe, he 
amafled immenfe riches; part of which he 
regularly remitted to Morpiddabadj to pre¬ 
fer ve his own and brother’s credit with the 
Soubah, but the much greater part he re- 
ferved, for a purpofe he now had in agitation 
by the pernicious advice of liis brother. 

WhllR Mherdi Khan was casing on 
thefe operations to eftabliih his power, 
F 4 Hodjee 
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Hiinm remained unrivalled in tJie 
adoiinillratioD of the Soubahfhip j hut a 
tranfaftion which now manifefted itfelf 
opened die Soubah’s eyes. ^ 

^herdi Khan, forgetful of the duty and 
‘ 73 ^- obljgatjons he owed to his tnaftcr, and 
urged by the continued perfualions of his 
brother, began about the beginning of the 
>^r 1736, privately to foHcit at court for 
the government of and the pro¬ 
vince of Bahar, independant of the Soubah 
of This negotiation, however cau- 

tioufly conduaed. came to the itnowledee 

oil the inftant todt 
ponemon of him. Hsdjse was difvraccd 

and for Ibme time imprifoned-but by 

the moil fubmiiTive and deceitfid letters 
from ^ilvardl, and the powerful intercef- 
fon of the fUodjee'B never fading ' 

refource) tlie miohler was enlarged, and 
Jcemitigly again taken into favor- 


. not flackcn his negoriatioM 

on this diicovcry of his treachery; but 

'*■= '■“‘■O'- of hh pmen 

'7J7. and by vi-elJ placed conlideratik 

bnbes, he obtained, the latter end of the 
^ phirmaufid and proper fuh- 
iiQ s rom court, conilituting him indepen- 
diini governor of the province of 'Baian 

Thh 
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This confirmation of the ingratitude and 
treadicry of the two brothers rtruck deeply 
to the heart of Soitjaii Khan, He had 
however the refolution and prudence to 
difguife his lentiments, knowing their pojyer 
was too great to be attaclied openly, or 
capable of being reduced by any wcaponSj 
but thole of diflimulation and craft; by the 
aififiance of thefe, he planned, and was juft 
on the point of executing, a f^e and cer¬ 
tain revenge on both the brotliers, when 
death put a period to his intentions.*—It 
is more than probable, that Hodjer^ who ' 73 *- 
flill prefcrvcd his influence in the SeraghOt 
received intimation by this channel of the 
Soubah’s defigns; for his death w'as fudden, 
and judged to be by poilbn* 

His Ibn Saffraa'si, Khan immediately fuc- 
cceded liis father in the government of 
Bengal and Onjfa^ as well as in his refent- 
roent to the brothers, • 

Independant powxr only increafed the 
had qualities, which had already taken too 
deep pofleflion of Suffraaz Khan ; Ids cx- 
cefies in Ipirltuous liquors and W'omen, 
were beyond controul and example; his 
infolence and impetnofity of temper be¬ 
came intolerable to dl about him, his 
^rihcipal oScers were treated with infohs 

and 
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and indigniiics; moll of thefc had been 
dil^ficd with the family for the preference 
given to /lliverdl Khant in the govern- 
meat of Patna; though juflicc cotild not 
lay this charge agalnfl Sv^raa::; Khan. 

There then reildcd at his court a Geates 
nsivacd Chnnd^ who had been many 

years Dewan to Smjah Khmt by whom he 
was much venerated for Iris great age^wlfdotn 
and faithful fervices. This miiiiftcr was 
the only man who had courage and honefty 
enough to attempt reftraining the extrava¬ 
gances of ^uffraoai KLan, a duty he thought 
owing Id the memory of his late mailer ; 
he accordingly, with the greatefl: dreum- 
fpecdon and humility, and with tears in 
his eyes, reprefenied to him the fatal ten¬ 
dency of his conduct, which if not cliauged, 
mufl inevitably eftrange the hearts of the 
few remaining triends to his houfe, and at 
the fame time favor and promote the evil 
deligns of his enemies, 

Sujraaz Kiran, in place of profiting by 
this wholelbme rcmonftrance and admoni¬ 
tion, highly relented his prefumption, and 
ever after treated him with great indignities 
and contempt, and thereby loft the heart 
of the only man in the provinces, who by 
his fincerity, capacity and authority, was 
5 capable 
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capable of countcraaing and fr^aftratmg 
the pernicious machinations of HoJjee and 
his brothcr- 

Though did not |iame- 

diately degrade Sodjee Hama from the polt 
of prime mlniftor, yet he took evejf op- 
portuoity of (bowing an Ineetcrale hatrrf 
^ him, in pnblk DoMor he comt^nly 
called him by the appeiUuoo o^ 

■< filher's pander," and treated him with 
fudt infults and indignities, that hcfddom 
frequented the Durbar, being lU able to 
broolt fuch treatment in a place wh^e he 
had for fo many years been accuftomco to a 
degree of deference and refpeft, equal to 
his maftcri nor is it much to be wondered 
at, thathefhouM meditate vengeance, when 
a fidr occafion offered ; tliis he was not long 
without-, Srffraa2^ KWs own folly and 
rafhncfs fupplied him with the means, and 
gave him a nearer, and more encouraj^ng 
profpea, of an tvmt which he for fome 
time paft had in view, 

A few months after Sajraass H6an came 
to the government, he threw a ^graoc on 
fiiHool cto-fs hoofe, w^ch tad the 

foundalion of his precipitate fall. The faft, 
thoueh well known to a few, was only 
svhif^red, out of tefpea to the 
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credit of that fatiiily, ^yhjeh had main- 
tamed even from the reign of 
Zehe^ a charafter of diJlingnifhed confide- 
ratiofi i from Furrukshk, Fuitmh Chmd 

might be jnft!7 erteemed the greateft ban- 

Jter and moft opulent fubjed in the 
world. 

^ ^bout this time marned his 

youngeft grandfon, named Se^'i Mortal 
Roy, to a young creature of exquifite beauty, 
aged about eleven years. The fame of her 
(beauty coming to the ears of the Sonbah, 
^he burned with curiofny and luil for the 
poffeffian of hen and fending for ya^jrauf 
Sea, demanded a light of her—The old 
man (then compleat fourfcorc) begged and 
intrcuted, that the Soubah would not lb in 
the honor and credit of his honfe, nor load 
his laft days with lhame, by perfiding in 
a demand which he knew the principles of 
£fis cyt., forbid a compliance with. 

1 

Neither the tears nor remonFrances of 

® weight on the Hot*- 

Dah, who growing outrageous at his refn- 
ordered in his prefence his honfe to be 
immediately furrounded with a body of 

that if he 

complied in fending his grand-i£iughter. 

that 
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that he might only fee bcr^ he would in- 
ftaiitly return her without any injury• 

The Seet reduced to this extremity, and 
judging from the boubah s knowm impe- 
tuoiity, that his fcrfitling longer in a de¬ 
nial, would only make his difgrace m^re 
public^ at lall tonfented i and the young 
creature was carried with the greatefl Iccre- 
cy in the night to vifit him. She was m- 
turned the fame night, we will fuppofe (for 
the honor of that houfe) uninjuredj be 
this as it may, the violence was of too de¬ 
licate a nature, to permit any future com¬ 
merce between her and, her hulhand. 

The indignity was never forgiven by 
arid that whole powerful fa- 
mify, confequeutly became inveterate, tho 
concealed enemies to the Soubah. 

Bodjee Barnet foon came to the know¬ 
ledge of this radi ftep and violence cora- 
mitted againft the ^ten ; he was alio well 
apnrized dlMluia Chmid^ difguilt and as 
he was upon a frieudly footing with them 
both he determined to avail hvmlelr or 
their refentment. and make it fubfervient to 
liis own intended vengeance for the repeated 
infults he'had reedved Irom the Soubah. 
Revenue however was not his fob motive; 

^ MIS 
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ic was aii^uated by another, yet more pre- 
vajeat, tlic further aggrandizing his family- 
the hopes of which he had hitherto only 
feen ac a diflauce, hut now thought the - 
coujunflure favorable far carryiog his lonr 
projedled pkn into execution j which was 
to cut off the fbn of his late /tn^er, friend 
^^hen^afloTf and place his brother 
Verdi JUfan in his ffead. , 

Tiadjee loft no time in procuring a pri- i 
vate conference with the dif-affeAed Lets 
aiid jfHum Chmdi in the courfeof which he 
rei'refentcd in the moft lively manner, the 
‘‘ opprefljon and extravagant government of 
Khan^ and that nothing faut the 
moft deplorable conlcquences to the i 
I* provinces could be expeded from fuch 
^ ^ unbridled and tyrannic difpofition— 
that if he already treated with foch in- 
I! 5^? rantempt, thofe for « hom his 
* ?. I-higbeft veneration and 
_ fricndAip—what might not others dread 
rrom his future violences?"—He then 
expatiated on, and with bitter exaggeration 
painted their own particular injuries, which 
tiad all the effed upon them that he might 
naturally expect or could wifti. ^ 

He fuffered not their reientmeut to cool, , 

. ut lupported this conference with many " 

others! 
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otkcrs j and the nnanimous coaclufion of 
the triumvirate was j ** That nonfe could 
“ be fecure in their lives, honor or pro- 
“ perty, whilfl Khan remained 

“ in%’cfl;cd with the SoCihahfIiip.''“/fffi/jf>f 
managed the paiTions of tJiele men with 
futh art and addrefs in the promotion of 
his own views——'that they themfclvcs 
firft propofed, ** bis brother Alhsrdi Khan, 
“ as the only one capable of rclcuing the 
” provinces from apparent and incvstible 

** min.-That he Hiould be immediately 

** advifed of their fentiments, and intreited 
to concur with their hopes by preparing 
** for a ipeedy march into Bengai, to take 
“ upon him the government." 

Hodjee, With expreflions of gratitude for 
their favorable opinion of his brother, con- 
fcnted to their propofal with a well diilem- 
bled relufiancci declaring, nothing but 
*' the nccelBty of die time, and the peril 
** of the country could have influenced 
him to meditate aught againfl the fba 
*' of his late mafler.” 

It being objefted by Setf, that 

an intercourfc by letter with ^Hverdi M*as 
liable to accident and dilcovery, it was on 
furtlicr* ddiberation relolved, that HodJ^e 
fhouldrepair where he couIJbctter 

inform 
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inlbrnj hi; brother of the ilite of tbuiM 
and benefit him by h:s counciJ at ihl^ crid- 
cal period ; but as his fiiddeu and private 
retrejt from court M^ould raifc a fufp'cion 
in the Soubah, that ibmething was m agi¬ 
tation againft him, jf//um 

gant Sect engaged to make his departure 
an adl of the tioubali’s own weaknels. 

TTk plan of operations hdng thus agreed 
on, their next fep was to engage in the 
confpiracy the Soufaah’s Tope De~ 

r^g^^er (or nraller of his ordn^mce) with 
fcveral other difaSLaed officers, which waa 

very foon accompliftcd-h was a faying 

of a great and brave king, that one drop 
of honey caught and engaged more 
hies, than a ton of vincgarf SuJ?aa^ 
m place of iweeinefs of difpo/ition and 
^abdity, unhappily fubHiturcd a inorofe, 
l^'crc and mfoknt carriage to all around 
nim, (at this mofl important jutic- 

tmej left him not more than two or three 
officers of any conCdem lion, who bore the 
ca attachment to his pedon, family or 
government. ^ 

Matters becoming thus ripe for execu¬ 
tion, liodjeebieg^n to grow impatient for an 
interview with his brother, and urged the 

^ promlle 
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^romifc made to Ittm by ABum Cbun^ and 
Jag^aut of profcuring hie 
ftoiu the capital. 

Thefe embraced the firft opportunity, 
\irben the Soubah was according to cul^ont 
reviling Ha djit (then abieiit)in public ZJuir- 
ioTt to reprefent to him, that it was a dll- 
grace to his court the fafierlng Hsdjte to 
appear there, confidering the infamous em¬ 
ploy he bore under his father.—** Drive 
“ him (continued they) from yOur pro- 
“ fence, court and city i and let him go 
** to his ungrateful brother.” This council 
being echoed and applauded by the 7ope 
Khannab Deragbert and others in the con¬ 
federacy, the unwary Soubah inftantly fent 
an order to Hsdft'e Hatnct to quit the pro¬ 
vinces, who not thinking it prudent to 
w^t for a fecond order, departed without 
delay, and made the beft of his way to 
PtttJia, where in a few dap he arrived with 
fome of hts iiuthfuL attendants. 

Suffraa^ Kh/sn* by this falfc ftep, relin- 
qulfiled and deprived hxmfelf of the great 
fecurity he had in his hands, for the good 
behaviour of Altverdi Kban^ whofe ambi¬ 
tion he had caufe enough to think, would 
not rton with the Naboblhip of Patna, 
G and 
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and he ought to have fecn that the furefl 
means of checking its career, was the de¬ 
tention of Hojjee, 

On Hodjfc’s arrival at PatnOf he painted 
the whole conduit of the Soubah in the 
iJiofl: hideous colours; he employed his 
whole art and eloquence in the exaggera¬ 
tion of the indignities himfrlf had en¬ 
dured ; he toM his brother that he might 
reft aftlired ** Stiffraaz^ Khatt could never 
** forget, nor forgive his obtaining the go- 
** vernment of Babar^ Independant of the 
** Soubahftiip, whereby ib large a portion 
** of the revenues was lopt from himfelf 
** and hitnily ; that he was from good an- 
** thority convinced, the Soubah only waited 
** a favorable occation to cut liim off, 
and feize and reunite his government to 
** the Sonbahlhip, to which purpofe he 
** knew he had forwarded dhpatches to 
** court 5—that he had gone too frr to flop, 
“ that Khan was univerCUly de- 

*' tefted in the provinces, and hnaily that 
no fccurity for hhni'df and family re- 
*' mained, but in alTuming the whole Sou- 
** biihdary, which he might do with very 
little diriiculty,” 


- Ilodjie 


Suttee then opened to his brother, the 
progrcfs he had ntade in this neceflary ilcp 
below, recited the ftveral conferences he 
had with the Seeti and Allum Cbundt and 
the rcfult of thdr deliberations, recounting 
at the fame time the names of the Soubah's 
officers, who had. declared themfelves wholly 
derated to lus promotion* to the Muztnud. 

It was ^Id, AliverM cxprelTed nrnch 
cotzipuc^on on this overture being ilrlb 
made to him, to dii^0e<s the fon of his 
tnaf er and benefadlor i but if we form our 
conclufon from his AElions^ both antece¬ 
dent and fublcquent to this period, we 
fliall have no foundation to encourage our 
belief in that report; for if he really had 
at firil any fcruplcs to combat with, it is 
certain he very Toon fubdued them; and 
determined to march into Ucngal\G^ which 
full advice was immediately dilpatched to 
their cotjfederatc friends Uicre. 

It was however thought eligible, ihaL 
^•affraav^ Kban (hould be lulled into fecuri- 
ty; to which end, Alhisrdi (at the time he 
was levying additional troops) wrote the 
' moft fubmiffive letter to him,—" affuriiig 
** him he was as much the Have of his 
houfe, •as he vras in the time of his 
G 2 “ father; 
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** father s humbly intreating his permifiion 
** to throw himfclf at his feet, and plead 
** the caule of his unfortunate brother, 
who, he had with grief learned, had in- 
curred his dilpleafure, hoping by his 
perlbnal fupplications, his unhappy bro- 
ther would be reftored to the Soubah’s 
favor 

He departed from Pat/ia the latter end 
of the year 1741, at the head of about 
30,000 horfe and foot; leaving his brother 
Hcdjfc his Niab, or deputy gover¬ 

nor of Bubsr. We will leave j^iherdi on 
his mareh, and return to the court of the 
Soubah. 

Sttji'asz KLan had yet about his perfon 
three officers of diftintlion, that remained 
faithful to his intereft*—*though from dif¬ 
ferent motives; their names were Mujfat 
Kbffttf Goal Khd/tf and Sant£er Ait 
Khan i (more commonly known by the 
name of Ali KbanJ the firft, was 

married to a filler of the Soubah, and ap¬ 
pointed Nabob (itOri§ki for which govern- 

* This was IpccioiLi prEtext pubLicly avGwed 
far m:iFch nita wlilch he bcg:iiii foon 

the tlirpitch of xhe iiborc Icrtt-rj and before he 
could pi^ilibly rcceii-c rsfly lo h. 


ment 
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mcnt he was in a few days to fet out, with 
a fmall body of troops.—>His interdt con- 
neded him firmly to the Soubah, on whole 
well being his own fortunes depended. 

The other two had been proved faltliful 
fervants to Soujah Kljan^ and were attached 
to the prefent Soubah, more from princi¬ 
ples of gratitudcj honor^ and afiedion to 
the memory of their old mailer, than to 
any love they could pofiibly bear to him- 
lelf—they fupported the charader of brave 
officers, were in confidcrablc commands 
under the Vice-toy, and in truth were the 
only perfons In his court, for whom he 
obl^ed the Icall refpeft or regard. 

Thefe officers, after the departure of 
Hodjeij had received imperfed intelligence 
of the frequent meetings of Hodjee, Jtig- 
gaut Steit and ^ilum Chundt which they 
ventured to communicate to the Vice-roy, 
intimating at the fame time their fulpi- 
cions, that fuch meetings, compofed of 
perfons, which they feared were diiafieded 
to his government, called for his attention; 
and adviledthe i m mediate feizu re of the 
Mlum Chmidt and the commanding officer 
of the artillery i but Ss^raaz K&mit doomed 
to deilrudioni hearkened not to dicfcfaitliful 
G 3 . aduiq- 
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admonitions, which lie treated as idle ap- 
prehenliDns without any real foundation, 
thinking them friendly endeavours only to 
draw him from his pleafures, which they 
had before attempted, but in vain. 

By this fatal delulion, the Soubah loil 
the only opportunity of exerting that power 
which might have faved him from approach¬ 
ing ruin: the bold flep advifed by Gaat 
and Baaker Khanst of fctzing thofc heads 
of the confpiracy, would have 11 ruck terror 
into the ’ivholc party, and dlcdlually put 
a flop to ^herdfs intended Invafion, and 
probably a period aJfo to his hopes. 

^herdt Khan followed the letter he 
wrote the Soubah, with fuch expedition 
that he ^ined the pais of Sidy gaily^ and 
enter^ Beugai before the leaJl intimation 
of his departure from Patnu reached the 
court of the Soubah. 

^ The pa/s of SidygvUy divides the pro¬ 
vinces of Btjjgai and Batari is of con/i- 
derable length, and only about ten to 
tw'clve feet wide, fiiuate on the top of a 
mcftintain, wdth a /leep aicent both ways; 
the courfc of die pafs is Narsh and Seutby 
n^ked to the W^Jl’icard by an impenetrable 

wood. 
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wood, and to the Eaji'tsiird by the principal 
branch of the river Gar.gts: thus circum- 
ftanced it was capable of being detended 
by a £mali number of men, but it was 
left unguarded by the infatuated Suff'raaz 
Kban^ and without any defence at aJl. 

Aiivi'rdi knew tlic importance of diis 
pfs, and therefore determined by forced 
marches to gain the poffeffion of it, before 
it could polBbly be put in a ftate of de¬ 
fence fufficient to oppoie his entrance into 
this he accomplilhed as above, and 
found it ncceSiiry to halt for fome days to 
refrelh his fatigued troops. 

On the firft advice tliat the Nabob of Patna 
had paired SkfyguUy^ the court of the Soubah 
was ftruck with the deepeft coniternation, 
every one feeing further into the conlequen- 
ces of his approach, than the unhappy and 
fljortfighted SuJrmzKban -, who having at 
firft no conception, that jilivi't'dt was at 
the head of an army, cxprelTed only high 
rage and refentmeot at his daring to enter 
the province without his pemiiflion.—But 
when foot! ^ler Goas and Saa^ff Kbans 
informed him of the number of troops he 
had with him—and that they were con¬ 
vinced ^(by intelligence from fpics they had 

G 4 placed 
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placed near hb perfon) the defign of 
Verdi to depole him, it is inipofiible 
to paint bis fur)'.—He imniediately fcnt for 
and Allum Chund, and de¬ 
manded ot them how they dared liiifer 
fuch a body of troops to enter the pro¬ 
vince, without giving early notice of it ? 

he knew J'uch a ilep wag not 
taken wirhout their privacy and caunlci. 

The accufod, who expeded this attack, 
c^jme prepared, having prcvioaily concerted 
their replies, left they Ihould have -been 
fcparaicly examined.—^They fuftered the 
Soubah’s rage to expend itfelf in words, 
and then fubmiflively affured him That 
'‘ had there been the Jlnalleft foundation 
for the belief of the reports falfiy fpread 
“ of Miverdi Kbaut they would have been 
♦* the hrft of his Haves to advife him of 
** his danger.—That the forces of 

\vcre» greatly exaggerated by fome evil 
minded people near the Soubah*5 perfon, 
“ who were declared enemies to Uadjtis. 

hotifc. ■ 1 hat ibtir intelligence (oji 
“ which tliey could depend) £ud, he was 
only accompanied by his common at- 
tendanrs, and a I'maJl guard to defend 
him againft the petty Rajahs, and frte- 
hooters ol the mountains. — Tlut they 

” were 
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vfcre thcmfelvcs perfcdUy larisficdj the 
condud; of Jiherdi was greatly mlfre- 
** prefented j and that his only defign was 
** to throw himlHf at the Soubah's feet, 

« and plead the caufe of his unhappy dii- 
** graced brother Hodjee HametJ* 

To corroborate this fpecious and deceit¬ 
ful harangue* they each produced letters 
from and from other feemingly in¬ 

different perfons in his train, calciilateri pur- 
pofely to fupport the deceptions, wliich 
being compared with others, wrote to the 
Soubah from he was thereby 

a gain lulled into a ffupid fecurity, and was 
induenced fo far by the combined traitors, 
as to ceniurc Gqqs Khsn^ and B^dker Alt 
Khan, as aiming to £lir up troubles and a 
war in the province, that they might benefit 
thcmfelves in the cOnfufion- 

We left Alherdi Khan to the Seu/h-a.'ord 
of Skfygtdly pafs, halting to refrefh his 
troops after thdr fatiguing march.^—Here 
he met with an impediment, that was well 
nigh making his whole feheme prove 
abortive. 

His principal Jemmautdaars, officers and 
foldiers, had been promifed four months ad¬ 
vanced pay, (befides their old arrears) and 

a 
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a gratuity of three Lacs of Rupees as foon 
as they entered the province of Bmgd .— 
The Jemmautdaars in a body preiented 
them/clves before the Nabobj, and demand¬ 
ed the proniiled pay and gratuity for them- 
leJves and their people, declaring if it was 
with-held from them, they would not 
march a foot further. 

This demand threw jUivfrdi into the 
utmoU perplexity, knowing bis inability 
to comply with itj for what with the 
large bribes remitted to Ddiy, for the pur- 
chaic of his independant government of 
Bahst , and other conllderablc fums julf 
dilhurfbd, to corrupt and keep firni the 
principal oStcers in the fiirvice of the Sou- 
hjh; his cu'Seis were drained, and at a 
very low ebb. 

However, without difeovering the dif¬ 
ficulty he was under, he with his ufual 
dignity, and a voice of authoritj', “ order- 
'* ed them to withdraw, and wait without, 
‘V^nd they (hould be fatisfied/' —Then 
calltng a private Durhar^ conCfling of his 
Dewan Cbtnkumurttiyy and a few of his 
chi< fconlidan tf, he “ informed them of the 
demanii o; his jcEr.mautdaars,” and re- 
prclented in Jivdy colours, " the ri/que 

“ hlmi'elf 
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** Hmfelf and they ran, of being dellTcr- 
« cd up to Su^'racm KhaiZt unlefs fome 
expedient was devifed to raife to the 
amount of three Lacs, with which he 
“ doubted not to quiet them for the pre- 
« font/' To this the Dewan replied, the 
whole fum in his hands did not exceed 
45000 Rupees, and that he knew o± no 
means of raifing more*— 

This unfavourable report of the Dewan, 
proved a fevere fhock to AUvtr^i and his 
adherents.—Various alternatives were (as 
ufunl in thefc cafes) propofed, without any 
having the appearance of fucceeding: 
amongft the reft, it was ftrenuouKly urged 
hy the Dewan, that an exprefi fliould be 
fent to Sett j but this was oppufed 

by the Nabob,—whoafTcrted, “ fuchade- 
** lay would prove fatal to the whole en** 
« terptize."—And he was juft on the point 
of refolving to retreat with thole troops he 
could depeud oni when ths^ evil gemus oi 
Sujra/iz Khan^ In the perfon of one of 
AliverdFs followers, conciliated all matters 
by a device, which merits being particu¬ 
larly recited. 

There were two brothers, merchants of 
Paf na, well known by the names of Of/iy 

Ciiundf 
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Chuadt and Diep Chund: the former of 
thefe now attended the camp, and was 
generally of AlherdP^ private councils, and 
much in his couddence. 

One of the occupations of this 0^^ 
Chundr was to advance occaJionally ready 
money to the officers and Ibldiers at a very 
high premium; this is an allowed pradicc 
in all Eaftem camps, and poffibly, at leaft 
for aught we know, It may be the prac¬ 
tice m the Wdftem alfo—however, the 
grcatnels of the rlft^ue certainly juftifies 
the latgenels of the premium, for the re¬ 
payment not only depends upon the lives 
of the borrowers, but ^o upon, their fuccels. 

Ohiy Chund had brotight wltli him only 
20,000 rupees, for this game at hazard: 
he defired the Nabob would order his De- 
wan to pay Itim immediately die 45,000 
rupees, wltich were in bis hands i which being 
complied isith, he inflrucled the Nabob, 

*• To call in the JcmmauEdaars-and 

order them to bring in an account of 
** their refpedlive cliims, and to tell thcoi 
'* that he would give them draughts on 
*’ Omy Chimdt taking care to give billets 
firil to thofe who had the fmallcll fums to 
receive, and that in the dofe of % 

“ evening 


II 
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<* evehmg he fhould (on pretcoce of frej;h 
intelligence by his fpies that Euffraax 
*■ Kban was in full march towards him) 
caufc the to be beat, and iffuc his 
“ orders for engaging the enemy early In 
the morning, and leave the reft to him*'' 

The Jemmautdaars were called and or¬ 
dered to bring in their claims, which they 
did in lefs than an hour, for they generally 
have them ready made up on a ferap of 
paper, which they depofit either in their 
girdle or turband. When all the claims were 
laid before the Nabob—he ordered his De- 
■wan to give them billets upon 0/ay CbunJ; 
the Dew an, according to private inftru^ions, 
made what delay he could, not to occalioa 
fufpidon, and gave thofc firft who had the 
leaft to receive. 

When the Jemmautdaars tendered their 
billets to O^v Cbuniy he paid feveral of 
die leaft conliderable fums readily, and 
without any dedu&ions; then, as he had 
accounts to fettle with moft of them, he 
prolonged the time by many artful blun¬ 
ders and defgued errors, until the day was 
far fpent, and not more than one eighth 
part of their accounts adjufted, then ex- 
cufing hirafclf on account of the great fa¬ 
tigue 
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tiguc he had undergone, deferred the further 
payments imtil the next morning. 

As loon as the day clofcd* jiliverdl or¬ 
dered the Nsiut to be beat, and iduedout 
his commands to his yeffimautdaors to hold 
themfelves in readinefs for engaging the 
next day, telling them that Sufraaz KlMin’s 
army was not far dilhmt. 

This unexpefled alarm had the effeft, 
which OfJty Chund had fore fee n i thofe who 
had rcoewed the amount of their billets, in 
all hafte returned it into his cuAudy, and 
the others depolited thelrbillets in his handsj 
in the mornuig the Nabob refiimed hiV 
march, takin g the rout to Marjbadaiad, 
keeping up the alarm and expettance of a 
battle, until he in reality encountered tlie 
Soubab, to whom we once again, return. 

Baait'r Alt Khm and Gam Khan-, re¬ 
ceiving hourly frelh intelligence from their 
Ipies of Alkferdf^ motions, and the num¬ 
ber of his forces, had Hill the courage to 
reprefent to the Soubali, the danger hia 

E erfein government were in-—-and 

nmbly befought him, to provide for 
** fafety whilft in his power;” urging 
that if the deilgns of, Aiherdi were 

“ honour- 
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honouraMe, the moft eligible way to 
preferre hitu iti thofe ientitneotSi was 
to let hini fee he was io a condltioo ajiii 
pofture to oppofc and croili hitn. That 
if on the contrary the defigns of 
were aimed againft the government, 
his fopine condua muft inevitably fe- 
cure his fuocefs. That from the face 
of their intelligence, and the whole 
procedure o( Jl/h}erdt, they l^d no room 
to doubt the wickednefs of his inten- 
tions.'* 

Thcfe rcmonflrances joined to advices 
the Soubah had himfcif received of the 
real number of jHhierdfs troops, at laft 
roufed him from his flupor, axwj he dlreiUy 
ordered his jemmautdaars and forces to 
take the field, and rendezvous in the plains 
of G^rnj, aboQt three iniles to the North 
of Marfiadahad, himfelf following the nest 
morning. He had hardly time to marflial 
his troops in order of battle, Avhen 
di’& army appeared- 

Tlicir force was nearly equal, each about 
30,000 men, 20,000 foot, and 10,000 
horfe; Sup-aaz Khan had twenty pieces 
of artillery from twelve to fix and four 
pounders*^ Ali^erdt had none. 

Suffraaz 
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r ^ St^'raaz KBsn planted liis cannon ia 
his front, with orders not to ilrc; 

until the enemy advanced within half muf^ 
Jcet fhot» for on his artiUery he refted l!e- 
cure of viilory —Alherdi ordered his troops 
to receive the diicharge of the cannon, and 
then to nilh in upon the Soubah’s army 
fword in hand i he tflued theie orders with 
great fecurity, for he and his troops knew 
that hy the treachery of the 7ope Khonnah 
T>rog£r^ the cannon were loaded with pow¬ 
der only, ^ He aifo illljed his inflru^lioni 
to his officers, to regard nothing but at¬ 
tacking thofe pofts, which were command¬ 
ed by Muffht Khooli Khan, Maaker AH 
Khan, and Goax Khan, well knowing that 
none of the Soubah's troops or officers would 
engage, but thofe which were immediately 
under their command. ^ 

When the engagemerit begin, all but 
five or fix thoufand of the Soubah’s troops 
Hood idle fpcaators of the batUci AlhertH's 
beft troops advanced without the leaft ap- 
prehenfion, fiood the difcharge of artillery, 
and vigoroufly attacked the divifion of^^rc- 
hfr AH Khan, (behind which the Soubah 
was ftationed) they W'ere twice repulfcd 
with much flaughtCTj but Baakcr AIP& 
troops being over-powered by frefh num¬ 
bers^ 
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berSi this bra^TC man was kiUed, and moil 
of his party cut to pi«:cs. 

Gdoj K&att penetrating to the center of 
the enemy, with a few brave followers, 
was i^car killing AUverdt with his own 
JFiand, when Stiun Hazzaary commander 
of his Burkuedalles, interpoled and laved 
him i obliging Gsas Khan to retire w'ith 
his comniand, who Ibon after, iurrounded 
by AlivenK^ troops, and difdaining to re¬ 
ceive quarter, w'crc to a man killed. 

Mujfiit Kb^UKban, and tlie troops under 
his command, for fome time exerted them- 
fclvcs with great courage and fidelity in de¬ 
fence of the Soubah's pcrlbn, who beinff 
now for the firll time jnlbrmed of the 
treachery of the Tope Khmnah Dregert and 
thedefeitjon andperfidyof mollof hisofficers 
and troops, and that he was betrayed on 
all hands, and learning alJb the fates of his 
two faithful generals—he ordered “ Mttf’ 
** Jilt Kbosli Khan to retire from the battle, 
to make ihc beft retreat he could to 
“ Cuttacb, and five if poflible the pro- 
“ vince of Orifa from the traytor and 
ufurper j^iiverdi" telling him “ hefaw 
it was vain for him alone to attempt 
ikmining the.cuirent of his adverfe for- 
■H tunc," 
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** tune/' Mujat Khonli Khtm obeyed, anti 
with a iinall faithful party retired, and 
eluded the purfuit of the enemy. 


The Soubah, thus abandoned, determined, 
it Ihould feem, to editee by a glorious death 
the remembrance of his Inglorious life— 
At this juofiurc it was, tliat the leader of 
his elephant propoled to him to return to 
the capital, ** telling him that he wcuild 
** engage on the forfeiture of his bead, to 
*• convey him Cife there, where he had 
** ftill ibme friends that would be able to 
“ make a ftand for himbut he nobly 
replied, “ it never ihould be laid that 
** Stf^rnaz Kban fled from rebels and tray- 
tors," And ordered him to plunge into 
iIk thickeft of tlie enemy, where with a 
few of his guards, that yet remained fteady 
to him, he for fbme time mamtalned an 
ohlHitate cngagcment^like an enraged lion 
he fought to a degree of defperation; it 
was faid he emptied a whole quiver of ar¬ 
rows, and cUtbharged more than a dozen 
javelins, beiideB the execution he did with 
tlic lire arms he had with him, on the ele¬ 
phant ^ but at lafl b-ing weary with llaugh- 
ter, and not able any longer to lilt an arm, 
a period was put to his life and fortune, by 
a mulket ball from a dj fta nre, faid to be 

dilebarged 
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tli (charged by one of bts own people; with 
this wound he fell dead from his elephant, 
and with his death die conteft ceafed.-- 


Thus fell the fon of Ssujdi^ Kben, tef* 
tifying by his exit from life, that he pof- 
feffed a foul capable of producing great ac¬ 
tions, had the foil been early and properly 
cultivated. 

\ 

Jtliverdi Khan pofTefled himfidf of the 
late Soubah’s tent and baggage, the plunder 
of which, am 0 tinting to between bine and ten ’ 
lacsof rupees, he beftowed upon his principal 
officers and foldiers—he received Stt^raaz 
Khaas perfidious officers and foldiers into 
his fervice, and marching to the capital, 
entered it without refiflancc through the 
acclamations of the people; proceeding to 
the palace, he feated hlmlclf upon the 
Mustnud, and rccewed the fubmiffioa of 
the Rajahf, Jemmautdaars, and other great 
officers, who acknowledged and falutcd 
him Soubah of the pr&^Jtnca, 


The fate of one of tlic three principal 
confpirators, having fomething remarkable 

in it, calls for our particular mention,-- 

^ikort C£:u.-iJ returned from the in veiling 
Afivenf^ to his own hoofc, and being bit- 
H 2 tcrly 
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terly reproached by his wife, for his perfidy 
and treafon to the Too of his prince and 
mailer, and predi0:ing “ that he would 
fliortly receive from the itjurptr the re- 
w'ard due to every traytort* was there- 
by fo much affedted, that he fwallowed 
diamond powder, and in a few hours c3£- 

AlivfrM Khan entertaining no favour¬ 
able opinion of the military prowefs and 
capacity of the Btngal foldicry, and having 
(b very lately feen a glaring proof of their 
natural perfidy, as well as cowardice, in the 
unhappy fall of his predcccfibr, determined 
to put no truft or confidence in them, and 
10 guard againft their treachery, which he 
knew might beeafily purchafed agalnft him, 
as it had been for him \ entertained imme¬ 
diately in his fcrvice a feledt body of three 
thoufimd Patam^ with their commander 
Mujlapba Khsn% a foidier of fortune, who 
about this time arrived in Eingal with re¬ 
commendatory letters from court: he bore 
the character of a corJummatc general, and 
his fublequent aflions verified the report.— 
Thefc new troops the Soubah kept always 
on duty near his perfun, and their chief 
was admitted to his councils and favor. 

4 * * His 
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His next ftep was to dilplace all oBScers 
throughout the provinces that he had rea- 
ibn to think retained any affection to the 
late Soubah'a hotife, and when he thought 
hitnfelf fecure againft all attempts that 
might endanger his newly acquired govern¬ 
ment, he appointed a Niab pro temport, for 
the government of l^s.hsr and its capital, 
and recalled his brother Haniit, that 

he might benefit binifelf of his counlid, and 
alfiftance in his arduous Jituation. 

Hoiijee being arrived, all matters were de¬ 
bated and concerted relative to the govent- 
nrent of the provinces j Hedjecvrus invefted 
with the government of hdorjhadahetd in 
the abfence of his brother, who without 
delay took the field, and diredted his rout 
towards Qrllfh, on the thirtieth of Mdrcb^ 
1742 —We wUl leave the Soubah on his 
march, and for a few minutes attend on the 
Nabob of Ortjpi. 

This fugitive and unfortunate brother in 
law to the late Soubah, (with whom 1 was 

* JSfr.it’s dcfcar and deaih was on the 

twtflTy-cigblti of ydnuary^ 1741-1, and not on the 
thirtieth of AhuK v as the author the Reflec- 
lions crroneoiifiy fayr, confounding ibe date of one 
cvejat with aiiqther* 

3 inti- 
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intimately acquainted) efcaped from the 
battle with a few followers, as before re¬ 
cited} he jti a few days reached the ca¬ 
pital of where many of the friends 

oiSvffranx Khaa*^ houfe refortedto him, he 
made fome attempts to fortify, and ialifl 
troops for the defence of the place) but being 
ill iupplted with cannon and ammunition, 
and receiving certain intelligence of the 
nfbrper's approich, with a very foperiour 
force to his own, he thought it prudent 
to provide for his own fofety, by retreating 
Out of the province with his family, de¬ 
parting from Kutiack four days before the 
Soubih's van-guard reached it, and found 
»n slylura in the jD«r<OT, under Hizxam 
Al Mulk* 

Kiittack opened its gates to the Ufurper, 
but he had fcarccly fettled the government of 
Ori^ay when he was alarmed with the news, 
that an army ofSo.oooMjjfctfrtf/i’ar borfehad 
entered the province ofilraga/, by a paUage 
over the ^irrh^bisn hills, and had already 
penetrated Into the B^rdGmsan country. 

The Ufurper received this unexpefled 
fliocit with manifeft aflonifhment j he im¬ 
mediately law not only hjs retreat, but 
every communication with hb brother and 

his 
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his capital cut off. In this dilemma we 
will leave him for a wMc, and invcftigatc 
as well the caufes of this invaiion, as con¬ 
vey fome idea of the people called Maha- 
riUtsrij who for a few years laft paA, have 
been as much the dread and terror of the 
Eaffj as the Gcihi and Vandals of old were 
of the Wefti with this effential difference 
in their charafiers, that wheras tbfjh were 
the barbarous invaders of the rights and 
property of others i ibofi are making juf- 
tifiablc efforts to recover tbat^ which their 
anceAots had been for ages in peaceable 
and jull poffcfljon of. 

When the Empire of Indian was in¬ 
vaded, and in part conquered by the Mo¬ 
gul Tartars, about the beginning of the 
fifteenth century i many of the Rajahs, or 
Utudso princes of the country, fubmitted 
with little oppofrtioti to the invaders, on 
condition of bolding their lands and prin¬ 
cipalities, paytikga Aipulatcd annual tribute; 
But others of them, difdaining this tribu¬ 
tary ftatc of flavery, retired to the Ibuth- 
ward, and pofleliing thenifelves of the mofl 
fouthern parts of Dfccan, they remained 
unmotefled until about the year 1654, the 
latter end of tile reign of the Emperor 
S/fU'te VrAflSffn. 

H 4 His 
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His third fbn during being at that 
period Soubah of the Dtccan^ (or foudi) 
made a fniitlefs attempt on Gskmda^ ioftl- 
gated thereto by Mbir "Jenilitt ivho re¬ 
volted to him from the then reigning lia- 
jah of that famous city, and the adjoininE 
country. 

Aunng Zebe^ fucceeding to the tljrone 
of Indsfisa^ in the year 1 6 purlLieti by 
his Generals his former dehgns againft the 
independent Kajahs on the coaft of Cor^ 
mandd, guided chiefly by the counfel and 
in (I ructions ot bdbir Jtmla j by whole va¬ 
lour Golc&nda was reduced, and the whole 
coaft liibducd, from Ganjam to Colcr^on 
river, that is, from the latitude of 11", ^q', 
to 30'. north. 

The other promontory of called 

the coafl of ddullabary from the borders of 
the province of Gu‘£erat to cape Cimsrhi, 
\V2S never conquered by the Mogul Em¬ 
perors i but the iodependant poflclEon of 
rtiaintained by various Rajahs, the 
chief of whom was the Rajah of Sitinrab, 

To tbe/t independant princes, the dif- 
freffed wd difpoJTejred Rajahs of CorMan- 

applied tor fijccoiir: 7^4^, alarmed at 

'the 
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the rapid pro^efs of the Mogul arms, im¬ 
mediately united themfelves under the ban¬ 
ners of the Rajah of Sittarah. 

Thefc united princes and people, are 
thofe which are known by the general 
name of MabaraitarSy a word compound¬ 
ed of Rattar and Maahahi the firft being 
the name of a partictilar (or 

Jtoatj tribe, and the latter, fignifying great 
or mighty, (as expTaiaed by Mr, Frajer} 
a term we have had occafion to make ufc 
of before, and fxe;juently lhall again. 

The acqqifitions thus gained to the Em¬ 
pire by the Generals of Auring Zde, cofl 
lb much blood and treafure, tJtat the dia¬ 
mond mines of Gslcstida hardly proved an 
equivalent j for the confederate princes 
made Inch vigorous efforts to regain, what 
they had loft, that Auring Ze&e was obliged 
to keep up fo large an armament, that 
the ex pence of prelerving his new conqueft 
exceeded the 's^hole revenues acquired by 
it i the glorious vanity, however, of hav¬ 
ing carried his conquefts of this Empire 
further than any of his predecelTors, deter¬ 
mined him not to abandon them, until 
finding at laff, he Oiould rifqucthc Jofs of 
the whole, .be bcgjui to meditate coming 

to 
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to a treaty with them, which refolution 
was haftcned by ieveral bold attacks, made 
on differeot parts of his domioions by the 
Mabarniters at the lame time.—On the 
fide of bis new ibuthern acquilltions, they 
carried hre and fwocd ibmctimes into the 
province of Tis^laiebady and attacked the 
capital Aurlngabiidj and from Sittarah they 
penetrated through the provinceof Gu^at^ 
and fometimes alarmed even the court of 
Deiby^ llriking a panick wherever they 
came, 

Auriiig Zebct ieelngat length, no prof* 
pedt of eKtending bis conquells farther 
over thefe Intrepid natives; thought it a 
wife nieafure to fccure, and keep if pof- 
hble, what he had got.—To iliis end, he 
entered into a treaty with the confederate 
Rajahs, and by a fecret valuable confider- 
ation given to the SfLea Rajah, King of 
Sitiarabi a peace w'as concluded between 
them on the following terms. That 
Aaring Zfbe fhould remain in quiet 
“ polTeilion of his fouthem conquers as 
** tar as the river CokrasH, before mention- 
” ed, and the port of Stfrisr i and tliat in 
lieu thereof, the Mabarettors fhould re- 
** ceive, and be intitled to, for ever, a 
Cboat (that is, the fourth, part) of the 

reve- 
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revenues of Dcccaiti” to wKich Ssu&nh-’ 
Jhipj tJiefe new fouthora conquefts were an¬ 
nexed by the Emperor. 

Thus a period was put to a war, that had 
chiefly employed the attention of near two 
thirds of Auring Zebt'^ long and fortunate 
reign, by which, fo Important an addition 
of territory and revenue was obtained, 
that had it been duly and honcflJy govern¬ 
ed and adminiftcred, and the treaty kept 
inviolate on both fldes, would have yielded 
a perpetual fourcc of riches to all fucceed- 
ing Emperors, on every emergency of the 
(late. 

As long as Aitring Zthe lived, the Cb^^t 
was duely paid to the MobGrattari, but on 
his dcceafe the treaty began to be infring¬ 
ed, though it Ijffered no open rupture un¬ 
til the death of Ailum, vvhen the 

Empire falling into a Jfateof tintveidhl con- 
fiifion, (by the contentions that arofe be- 
tn'cen his fons for the t'ucceflion to the 
throne, and by the fubiequent diAradtions 
during the defpotic tyranny of the SiydsJ 
little regard was paid to it on the part of 
the government. 


* * 
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Things being la this fituatJon, the Mr- 
harattsn determined to pay thsmlclves, by 
making Incuriions on difierent fidea of the 
Empire* and laying the city of Surat un¬ 
der contribution j in which warfare they 
met with fuch fuccels from the contirmed 
pufillanimity and diilradtion of the govern¬ 
ment, that at length, they extended their 
claim and demand from the ftipulated 
of the revenues of Dcccan, to a 
Cbs^t of the whole revenues of the Empire, 

However, W'hen Mahomfard ShaiUt by the 
overthrow of the Seydi^ arrived to the fe- 
curc pofleflion of the throne. Anno 1719, 
fome check was put to their invafionsj 
and terms of accommodation being made 
to them, they for Ibmc years acquiesced to 
the terms of Aurlng Zt&e's treaty, and an¬ 
nually received the ChoCt of the revenues 
of the Deccan, by their agents out of the 
royal treafury at long after thefe 

revenues had loft their way to court by the 
ufurpatioii and indcpendancc of the tray tor 
N/suim Al Muik* 

In the year 1740, the deputies of the 
King of Skiarah, arrived as ufual at Ddby to 
receive ihc Cbaut, wben they were given 
to undcrliand, « That Sba^u had 

** lately 
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" lately ft> exhaufted the trcafury, that the 
“ Emperor was rendered utterly incapable 
of iatisfying their demands j the more 
efpecially, as the revenues of the Bcij- 
“ provinces had been witheld from 
“ the year 1738, by the rebellion of 
“ A/herdi Kia/jf who, in conjondtbn with 
his brother Hodje^ JXwver, had ufurped 
“ the government of that Soubabdary; re- 
quefling that the deputies would intreat 
their martcr in the Emperor's name, to 
“ fend an army of fufficient force to exaft 
*■ the amount of the C 6 oat, that was due 
to them; and aJfo to take the beads of 
“ and bis brother, and reftorc the 

“ family of ^oujab tothe Soubahfliip, 
** as the then diftrafted llaie of the Empire 
" put it out of his p. wer to fend a force 
'* lirang enough to reduce the two rebels.". 

With this anfwcr, and ptr^ers 

from the Emperor^ the deputies departed 
for Bitt< 3 j‘ah 4 .—-A iadt that fully confutes 
the aflertioR of Alh}trdt% having recc!v;.d 
a Fhirmmmd^ confarming him in the go-^ 
vernment j as was publiflied by beat of 
drum, and indullrioully circulated by the 
EeHs the latter end of the year 1739 •, 

The 

* m ftatc s whole day to roccivc the 

flijm BhiirBS£usid^ wirh the ufua] cercmoaiaii on fuch 
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The Maharattsr deputies arrl^^ing at S/V- 
taraht reported the rei'ult of their deputa¬ 
tion, and the Emperor’s requeft. The 
King of Sktarab did not ruminate Jong 
what refolution to take; he now had ob¬ 
tained a jufliihable plea to attack the Mo¬ 
gul’s dominions with his own participation j 
therefore, without lofs of time, ordered an 
army of Scooo horfc to take the field, and 
march into Bengali under the command of 
Bajehar Pundit^ a general of fome repu¬ 
tation, and favorite of the SeBco Rajah 
King of Sittarah. This general and army 
we left in the Burdomaan country between 
the uluTpcr and his capital i to whom we 

eecjirtoiu; but tbit a a farce that lia? been fiitt 
pkved in Jime parti of tbo province of Eeiigait aJt«! 
iauj>hcd atj as much as it was then.—For the Steti 
could aluraya ^8^J^ up a Phirmautul from court whitui 
ever it was v/otatd. That jtnvtrtS was wfl/fr con- 
finned In the govcnnncnt by a rtalPhir/nauivf^ ia a fail 
that admits of no daufat; and it is well known, that 
In Lte a* Aum 1750, the Vizir Alt 

A'j^ijpi, [fill her of Set^ek tigwlati the prefent Sou bah of 
Ouitf ) was advane^ at rhe head of tOO,oco bnrie, 
'Within «nht day* match of PaJiw, purpofcly to rc- 
fidte th^e lb long dirtnembciTd provinces to ihe Em¬ 
pire, ami punifii fhc ufurper j—but differEnce) aiiffng 
bL'iwecn rhe vming Emperor Amei ifluiv, (fon and 
fuxeeflor to Aieh^iged Shaw) and Rajah jut Singt 
tbe V yi.li w.:fi fLCauccl frcTn ih\* or as orhefs 

n^grE priihjhiy f-ul, hts mrcnrat wa> bought ofE by 

-if ir/rif/j at tlifi iTicc of ijfLy LftiC of Rutccu. 

mull 
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muft again returiij and point ont the er¬ 
rors tliat drew him into the perilous fitiia- 
tion and dilemma wc left lum in, before 
we Ihew how brayeiy he extricated hitn- 
felf from it. 

Some fliort time before he departed 
from Marpadabad, a flight rumour pte- 
Talled of the intended invalion of the 
baramrs, to which no credit was giTen 
either by the ufurper or his brother j but 
flight as the report was, it ought to have 
merited their attention at a iundtnre when 
he was departing with all the ftrenglh of 
the provinces to the-moft extream part of 
his government} and as he muft have 
known, no enemy could enter the province 
of Rengait fo as to cut off his communi- 
carion with Jiis capitul^ but by the weftern 
hills of B'ntrbobtm^ prudence dictated that 
he fliould have fecured the fidelity of the 
Rajahs of Bierbobeen and Bifn^pore^ who 
Were alone capabFe of harraffing and re¬ 
tarding, if not of preventing the Mab^ 
rattw army entering from that quarter. 

But (as if Fortune had purpofed, that 
the negledt of this W'ife precaution flaould 
conducive to the higher exaltation of 
the charaScr of .this her favorite fon) fo 

far 
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ftr were the bfothcrs from adverting to the 
jiecetTjty of fuch a iecurity in his rear, 
that both theic Rajahs had been highly in- 
cenfcd by foine adts of opp^ffion cxerclfcd 
towards ^em foon after Miverdi 5 ufurpa- 
tion of the government, and were readily 
diipofcd, in place of obilrofttng the enemy, 
to give them a free entrance into the heart 
of Bengah which they did without the 
leaft oppofition; though in purfuing their 
refcntment, they entailed a long ferics of 
heavy calamities on their unhappy country. 

We left jiihcrdt Khan at Cuftackt in 
deep allonifhment at the news of this 
dangerous invafion. Without difeovering 
the ieaft apprehend on or alarm, he with¬ 
drew for the i'pace of half an hour, in con- 
lultation only with Mujlapba Kbartt then 
ordered his people to prepare for marchings 
he quitted Cuttack the fame day, and by 
forced marches reached near RrrrJwtfit, 
tlic principal town of Burdo/naatij (witliin 
£r'e days march of the capital) two days 
after the Maburiiiiors took poflcilion of it; 
Here he intrenched himl'elf, and was foon 
furrounded by the enemy, and though they 
had at leaft the fuperiority of eight lo one, 
they had not the courage to attack him. 

Eofebar 
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^&Jchar Punditt however, fcot jUiverdl 
a letter, explaining the nature of the 
powers he was iovefted with, demanding 
** three years arrears of the the 

treafiires Qp\he two late So^abs, and 
** that in future, an officer of meir own, 
** Ihould have a feat in every Cutcherry 
throughout the provinces, to collcift the 
*' ■ fourth part of the culloms on their be- 
half/’ 

The ufurper received the& t^ms with 
the highell indignation and inmaticnccj 
inftantly commanding tlit mtjlcngcr to 
leave his camp, without deigning to fend 
any reply to them ; and finding by the pro- 
politioos made to him, that there remain¬ 
ed fmalJ hope of effuAing any accounmo- 
dation wiin the Mabarattar General; he 
determined to make one vigorous ef¬ 
fort, to break through the enemy, and re¬ 
gain a Communication with hia brother^ 
to this rcfolutiun he was dimulated, by 
oblervLng a untver&I panic afnongft his 
Bengal troops, many of whom delerted 
him by favour of the night. 

Id purluance of this refbive, he ifitied the 
necemiry orders, omitting nothing that 
could fpe^ the confummate General, pro- 
'' I miCng 
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lui^ng moil iibcral rewards to thofe who 
maintun^ in tins exigency the charader 
of a fo drerj and well judging that his 
principal depcodance reft^ upon the Pa^ 
tans, he beftowed the higheJi encomia 
and promifes on that body, by whom 
oc began to be loved and revered, Being 
ihcmfclves brave, they admired thofe in¬ 
trepid qualities in Mverdh which fo nearly 
refcmblcd their own. 

prepared, the ufurper 
d^e<^ that part of the trench to be level- 
ca witli the uttnoft lllen.ee, which looked to- 
wards Cutwah, Then putting himfelfwitli 
Mufiapba Khan at the head of the Pa- 
tans half an hour before day break, 
naarched out, and with amazing courage 
charged that part of the enemy that in- 
iw^ccptcd his rout towards the laft oitn- 
tioned town, 

flis rear being cotnpofed intirdy of his 
trtt,^s, (then efteemed rbe worft 
loldicrs of the Empire) were foon fur- 

rounded and put to flight; but tlieP^rr^w 

exhibited a glonous effort i thefe led on 
fas before obftrvedi by the iisM, and 
thetr gallant chief Mufiapha, tbeir rear 
commanded by the brave Zeyndi 

‘ Khan, 


( “5 ) 

KhffTit iecond Ibn) with mticlx 

flaugbter cut themLfdves a palTage throtigh 
the eoemy, and gained the Cai'unti road': 

In the courJe of which, they maintained a 
moft memorable retreat for near three days 
and nights j being often furroutided and at¬ 
tacked oh all fides, by the whole-Mjiir- 
rqitor army, and as often rcpulling and 
forcing their paflage until they arrivf^ Ht 
Cuiyoab, 

At this place the ufirper mtiftered his 
troops, and found chat of 2yooo ftghtiirjg; 
mc^ with which he departed from his 
capital, he had only remaining 2yoo Pi- 
tans, and about 1500 of his Bengal foldiers. 
including their officers i thefc lail named , 
troops, Simulated by the example of the 
Patans^ and the intrepid behaviour of their 
Jemmautdaar Ji0ter Khen\ were kept 
6rm to their duty. 

At Cui'wah, found it nec^fikry 

to halt for a (hort fpace to r^refh hfe bar- 
rafled troops, who duriug the term of this 
aftonlfhing retreat, had in a manner be^n 
flrangcr^ to food, reft, or llccp. — Here 

• Since better known bv the name of Mhh JaffUr 

Ali SoCibab^ p£ &7i£aL 

1 2 they 
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chey were again rnirounded on all 
except on that of the river, which jihxrJi 
was informed was in one place fordable, a 
circumfUnce unfulpei^cd by the enemy. 

It was now univerfally believed that the 
ufurper mull furrender himfelf, or be cut to 
pieces with the few that remained with 
him, and indeed a report ran through the 
province that he was actually taken priib' 
ner; but the adlions of this handful of 
men in their retreat trom Bunhiaitt bad 
Aruck fuch terror and amazement into the 
whole Msharattor ermy, that tiiep gazed 
upon them as fo many enraged ^gers in a 
net, without daring to approach the toils 
that enclofed them i contenting themlelves 
with the dcpendance of Aarving them to 
a furrender; Little dreaming that jSliverdi 
would attempt fording the river, with peo¬ 
ple near exhauAed by continued labour and 
watching. 

The ufurper taking advantage of this 
vilibJe panic in the enemy, and nnwilling 
to let the triumi hint amour of his own 
fcldiers cool, rc&Ivcd to attempt the river 
without further dLliiy. and knowing there 
was a defile leading from the village to the 
rfver, through which iho-cncmy 'migh’ in¬ 
tercept 
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tcrcept his pairage» he judged It necellarj 
to fecure the Defie* thereby alfo to prevent 
his rear bciog attacked before they could 
gain the river. 

The defence of this dmgerous poft was 
given to ^^^^ri, fiipported by J^yjidi 

Amft Khan, and Jafflir Kbm, with eighty 
Vatans, who iminediatcly departed 
to take poSeffion of the As foon as 

they were poftedt hSujiapba Khan dr fpatched 
a mcflcngcr to the Soubah to advife him 
he might attempt tlic river whenever he 
pleaied. 

Alsverdi Iiaving prcvloufly made the ne- 
ceflary dlfpofitions, put himfeif at the head 
of the Patans, and gave die fignai for 
marchirtg to die riverj w'hich they entered 
without moleftation preceded by well in- 
ftrudled guides. 

■» 

As foon as the enemy perceived him in 
motion! they inflantly attacked the^ 
with great violence, hoping yet to circum¬ 
vent him —They at iirft feemed to deride 
and defpife the fmali number left for the 
defence of it, but foon found their error in 
repeated rcpulfcswulh heavy flaughter, froci 

this determined, though finall body of mfin a 
’ ^ I ^ each 
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their leaders on tins niDracntotts 
(^afion giving proofs of valour worthy 

tQc gT'Ciitcft jhctoi^s of suti^uity. 


They maintained their poft for a full 
hour againft reiterated attacks of frefh 
uoops, withont giving the Icaft way» and 
until they judged the Soubah had' fafdy 
part the river r they then began to retreat 
by llovf degrees through the with^ 

out turning their backs, and having gained 
about the middle part of it •, advice was 
brought to Mujiaj/ba Kban^ that his rear 
was attacked by the enemy f —This ge¬ 
neral without heJjtating a moment com¬ 
mitted the charge of his front to 
.Amct Kban, and Khan^ and ordcr- 

mg the Jorty men that compofed his rear 
^ face ahnut, he put himfeif at their hcadi 
forming two iioms to oppofc the enemy, 
ind leot^g orders to yryndee jimet to con¬ 
tinue his retreat, he bravely charged his 
new antagonirts, and forced them to retire 
wnh much Jolsj when the whole party 

* yards in length ijid 


TbilCTent Happened thus-i body of the ifeTs- 
about one tnuufand men, forced an entiaoce 
jpao the town, joid bad made * fruittefc attack ui^on 

war, » thcyp.fTcd the rivn, ftem which 
they were now rcttirncd, ’ 


br.d 
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had cleared the be ramtnanded his 

men to form in one iine on the Ihore, widi 
their backs to the rivers and making a feint 
to give a general aflault, the cnemy'as he 
CJcpeded was ftruck with terror, and reti¬ 
red many paces, Mu^apha taking advantage 
of their difknee, jnftantly commanded his 
troops to face about and take tlie river, into 
W'liich they plnngcd and gained .the oppofite 
fhore, with the lofs on the whole of, only 
fifteen men. 

Tf we confider the retreat of thefe Ve¬ 
terans (from Bardwan to the oppofite fhore 
of Cut’s:ab river) in all its circumftanccs, 
it will appear as amazing an effort of human 
bravery, as the hifiory of any age or peo¬ 
ple have chronicled, and wc think it me¬ 
rits as much being recorded and tranfmitted 
to poftetity, as that of the celebrated Atbc- 
nmn genera! and hiftorian. 

Mujiapbd Khdn, yeyadci* Amet Klsajiy 
and %^£ter Kban were received by the 
Soubah, with all the marks of the highcil 
affetflion and eftcemj he beftowed great 
encomiums on the valour of yijjf7fr Kbti?r, 
who was ever after diflinguiilied by his 
favor ; he fainted and thanked by name, 
every obc of Fatans, vvho fought under 
^ I 4 thefe 
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thefe coni manners at the oiemorablc dc-* 
fence of the TiejiU ; and having refrcflied 
his troops* proceeded on his march to the 
capital, where he was received with aiio- 
jii£hrnent and reverence. His firft aits, 
Were to prefent Mufiapha Khan with ten 
lac of rupees* and proportion ably to re¬ 
ward the reft of his brave defenders. 

WhiJft the ufurper was gaining everlaft- 
iiig renown as a ftildicr, his brother Hodjet 
Hamei was cmplcycd in putting the city 
of Msrjhadahaa in a pofturc of defence, 
with extraordinary expedhi ’n he fuEik a 
ditch rcund it* formed a rampart and para¬ 
pet, and planted cannon in thofe parts 
where the city was moft open to the etje- 
mies attacks — Alhcrdi reproaching him, 
** with having abandoned him to the ene- 
** rny, and with being Ibliutous only for 
his own fafety, by neglecting to fend a 
“ body of troops to favor his retreat." 

replied, chat concluding (from the 

" number of the enemy, his forlorn fitua- 
'* tion, and the repeated reports of his 
being taken prilbner and killed) he was 
no more, he thought it more advife^ 
“ able to rtrcngthcin the oily, than to vrea- 
ken the deience of it, by parting with 
any of the few forces ^le had been abje 

*' to 
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to raife for Its prcfervadon.” And io 
truth, ySlhfrdi found it in a much better 
Aate of refiJlaoce than be expected. 

Before the ufurper had let out on his 
expedition for the reduction of OriJfaj he 
had feat orders to his deputy governor of 
Faina to levy troops in the province of 
Babart but thefe forces being not yet ar¬ 
rived in Bengali he was to the great morti¬ 
fication of his ccterprifing and military 
geu'us, reduced to the neceflity of fhutdng 
himfelf up in bis capital, and was employed 
in providing further for its iecurity. 

The Maharattsrs recovering from thcic 
conffernation and panic, and acquiring a 
better knowledge of the river, palled it 
with their whole force, advanced to Msr- 
Jhadabadi and fur rounded it without at¬ 
tempting to alTault it; they detached parries 
into the environs, plundering and dcllroj- 
ing wherever they earner they fent fomc 
bodies of hoffti into the [Hand of C^ffi&uzar, 
committing there the rooft horrid devalla- 
tion and cruelties : they fed their hories 
and cattle with mulberry plantations^ and 
thereby irreparably injured the lilk manu- 
fafture: in /hprt, after committing every 
>/ hollile 
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hoftile which pletiitodi; df p6wer K- 

cefiftd without mrfeftation* they thought 
it at length prudent to retire with their 
plunder, left the approaching rainy fcalbn 
fwhich fsts in annually about the middle 
of Jtfjst’y fhould intercept their retreat. 

With this HecctTary precaution they quit¬ 
ted the blockade of the city, and repdTed at 
CuttDch early in i74^> 

itnmenle plunder. 

From Cut'wnh they penetrated through 
the Bi^fdomaati country, detaching their 
parties into every diftrift, ftill atnaffing 
greater booty, uAd ftriking univerfai terror 
round them, fometimes alarming even the 
Eurspt'an fettlements : The rains at length 
fetting in, the middle of JnHe, gave a flat¬ 
tering hope il iai the land would loon be de¬ 
livered from ihefe devouring locullsi but 
alas! this pleafing profpeft had but a fhort 
duration j they retired it is true, and bent their 
rout towards the Bserhot^n hills, irrclblute 
whether they fhould quit the provinces in¬ 
ti rely, or only lodge ihemfcivcs in conve¬ 
nient quarters in that high country, where 
tliey would be ready to commence a new 
lirene of dcftrndlion as icon as the rains 

V ' broke 
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broke up (wlilch they gcneraliy do abonc 
the latter end of Septtmbtr or the middle of 
OStaber,) 

It Was by moft believed that the Oiiemy 
Had taken their departure for their own 
country, and it ii certain they had formed 
that refolution; when On a liidden, to thd 
utter amazement of all, hofcbar Fundk if- 
fued orders to march into fo his 

ill dediny prompted, that he might by his 
fall pay a facrifice for the cruel enormities 
committed on all rants, by thofe under his 
command. . 

They returned about the latter eiid of 
*jyly% and pitched ihcir tents on the highell 
parts of the Burimaan country^ and fettled 
themlblves there for the remainder of the 
rainy feafon. 

On this event a general face of ruin fuc- 
oeeded. Many of the inhabitants, weavers^ 
and hulbandraen fled, the Arungj were in a 
great degree deferted, the lands unrilled, 
and the wretched fugitives who had efcaped 
whh nothing but their wives and children, 
and whatever they could carry in their 
hands, thought there was no lafety for 
them, unji! the% arrived on the EaR^rn 
^ ^ ihorc 
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fliore of the Ganges j to which they flock¬ 
ed in £hoals, without intennHBon for many 
days together. 

The mairafiaures of the re¬ 

ceived fo iaiurious a blow at this ^riod, 
that they have ever lince lofl: their original 
purity and eftimation,and probably will never 
recover them again; but it is neccflaiy we 

explain what influenced Bs/tAu/* to 

take the extraordinary and uncxpc^fled ftep 

above-mentioned. 

There was an officer employed in the 
receipts of the revenues at S^acca^ named 
Ml>ir who bad cmbexzlcd a con- 

fiderable fum» and had otherways been 
guilty of roal-admimtlration in the execu¬ 
tion of his icuft; this man had been orde¬ 
red foott after feizing the govern¬ 

ment, to repair to the capita], and render 
an account of the branch committed to 

Ijim j-he was bold and enterpriling. of 

folid judgmeni, minutely acquainted with 
the ftate of the provinces and courle and 
nature of the revenues; to draw his cha- 
TaScr, in ihort wc need only lay, be was 
in polhkal virtue the very counterpart of 

lli>dks Haitift. ^ 

Con- 


( 125 ] 

Coti/ciouG that hi$ condud at Dacca. 
would not boar the tefl of examinarion, he 
availed hlmfclf of the prefent jufiftorc of 
confujjont and in place of repairing to the 
capital, he fled to Eofehar Eundkj and ar¬ 
rived in his camp, at the vety period, that 
general refolved to quit the provinces and 
return to Sittaralu 

His knovim charadcr and abilities procu¬ 
red Iiim a ready and welcome reception, 
and his milchkvous talents made him a 
dangerous inllrument in the hands of thefc 
invaders, to accotnplilh in a manner the 
utter deftruftion of the country j he repre- 
fented to B^Jehar Bundity “ That in the 
prefent ftaie of the provinces, he might 
** with facility and Iccurity alTume the go- 
** vernment of the SoubahdHary himfclf j 
“ that it wpuld be ingli rious for him to re~ 
treat isiti the ca}j\ ^hin he auld take the 
cs'ujalfot that the raius Wfinld Ibon break 
up, and fet his calvalry at hl;ei ty, and that 
“ he had no caufe to apprefjcnd ci>c ufurper 
would ever have any j oweror force c.i pahlc 
*' ofO( po6ng him.” £^j6iirPjfW//greedily 
h arkened to this pernicious advice, immedi- 
aiely changed hia rout, and returned from Bi- 
irbabeen to Bjtrdsmaan, as before remarked j 
and having fix^Tiis head quarters at Burd- 

^ 'Want 


( 126 ) 

^^ant he Cent proper at the head of 

ihmU parties to coUcSt the revenues at evety 
jeat pr cuApm, and this they did for fbxtie 
time with as much tranqpiUityf as if they 
had been the natural Ibvereigns of the 
country. 

During thefe tranfeAipns the tifurjwr was 
not idle, as foon as he Had certain intelli¬ 
gence that the enemy had repalfcd the Ciii^ 
river, he quitted the dty, Mid being 
fbon after re-inforced by the f^ataa levies, 
and the number of his Piftans increafed 
from the Northwvd, he formed his camp 
in the neighbourhood of —■ 

the P^giijh, French and thought it 

pcceflhry during the rains, by various means 
to fortify allb, and add to the ftrength of 
their feveral fettlcments, at Fcri Willkmt 
ChmJernagore, Jliiiigfy and i^oj^ntbuzsrt 
though hitherto uninoiefted in their peribns 
or property by the enemy. 

Early in O^sher the enemy, by the ad¬ 
vice oPMMrHa&heeht threw a ftrong bridge 
cf boats over the Cutwah river, the de¬ 
fence of which was given to him % by his 
abidance alio the enemy was now fupplied 
.with [bine fmali cannon, hre arms and am¬ 
munition ; he conftru&edyfor the defence 
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of his bridge n-vo large boats, the one con- 
dguous abpre, die outer below the bridge 
on the Fhjfty fide j on thefe he direw plat¬ 
forms on which he planted a few carriage 
pieces, fermi^ efFeftual barricadocs with 
loop holes, for the fecurity of his own 
people, as W’cll as for the annoyance of the 
ufurpers troops, in cafe they feouJd prove 
hardy enough to attack the bridge, for the 
defence of which he embarked with him 
the btll markfmen he could &le£t«~ 

This dilpofitiDn being compieated, the 
whole of the Maharattar army crofled 
over, and began their fecurfions to diffe¬ 
rent parts of the IGaod, where ever the 
waters would admit their marching; fame- 
times fliDwing themfehes in ftrong bodies 
round the ufurper's camp, infill ing him 
wiih opprobrious language and infults, tho‘ 
not daring to attack hlL 

The latter end be rains broke 

up, the waters dccreafed hotirly, and the 
roads Ibon became paffible every where ,■ it 
Was now the cneDiy thonght i: advdfeatJlc 
to recall their detached parties, and uo'tc 
their whole force, which they drew na be¬ 
tween the ufurper’seamp zndPhJiy grove, 
feciire of o retreat to tbeir bridge; here 

they 
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they halted three days, and reported they 
would wait there and give the ufurper 
battle. 


jilherdif elated at this report, took the 
fidd, and advanced towards the enemy, 
not doubting hut that if he could once 
bring them to a general engagement, it 
would prove declhve in his favor.—^^His 
whole force amounted to about forty-eight 
thoufand men, of whom barely twenty 
thoufand were boric, whereas the enemy's 
was wholly compofed of cavalry, an ad¬ 
vantage they had the wifdom fully to avail 
themfeives of. by the fagacious counfel of 
Mbir Hubheeb, through the caadk of this 
deltrudkive and long conteft. 


As the ufurper advanced, they retreated 
towards the bridge, which - they now* re- 
folved to repafs i this they could not effeft 
without their rear being warmly attacked 
and harraffed by Aliverdh who for this 
purpofc advanced with a chofen body of 
horfe, fome hours before the main body of 
his army. 


The enemy had gained die bridge, and 
pa£ed over three fourths of their array, 
when A madeaf uripusaffault upOT the 

V remainder, 
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remainder, and threw them into confuiion 1 
but notwithftanding a heavy daughter made 
amongft them, the greateft part of them 
recovered the bridge, and Ahverdi was ob¬ 
liged to draw oif his people (who began 
to be fevercly galled by the fire from Mhtr 
liubbteb'% floating machine, and retired out 
of the reach of the ihot, where he ftayed 
until his heavy cannon was brought up to 
him. 

Had Mbtr Huhbeeb^ in obedience to 
fjfidr PwWiV'a orders, drawn oflF his party, 
aiid dellroyed the bridge, as loon as the 
rear of the Mabarattor army pad; it, and 
Aiboerdt retired, he would have gained 
great reputation in the action ; but not fuf- 
pefbng the ufurper's cannon could poflibly 
be fo near, as they really were, he was lb 
ralh as to remain on his pod, until Aii-- 
^serdi had with adonithing expedition open¬ 
ed a battery of three fix pounders upon 
it.—MA/r Hubbeeb, dood one difeharge 
from the battery, and now perceiving his 
error, attempted to efcape with his party; 
but AltDet^di had poded a body of horJe fo 
advantageoufly, that immediately upon the 
diftharge from his battery, they fell in pell 
mell with the enemy on the bridge, and a 
furious engagemcTit enfued, in which Mbtr 
\ > K Bubbeeb‘% 
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Hulfhfeb's party, three excepted, were cut 
to pieces. Jlimfelf and. thofc three gained 
tlie Cat’is^h fliore, and by the advantage of 
a fleet horl'e that waited for him, he cfcap- 
ed to the Mabaraitor army. A melancholy 
event doled the adion; jilwerdi'^ troops 
croudtng in too great numbers upon the 
bridge, it failed under them, and a thoufand 
brave fellows perilhed in the river. 

The ufurper repaired the bridge with all 
pofliblc diligence, and crofTcd over his troops 
and artillery hi purfuit of the enemy, who 
artfully eluded every attempt he made to 
bring them to a gen ral adtion j thus by 
continual marches and coun:er-marches, 
his troops, particularly his foot, were al- 
moft cxhaullcd by fatigue; whilll die Maba^- 
ratters in detached parties ranged the pro¬ 
vinces at large, colleffing the revenues with¬ 
out the liafl interrup ion, the ufurper not 
daring to divide his army further than re¬ 
inforcing ih^* garifon of Buiebs Bunder on 
the Ganges with 500 horle and jooo gun 
men, und,.r the command of Serajdi Ma~ 
bemet. 

Alivtrdl^ touched with deep chagrin at 
feeing his lb lately ufurptd dominions a 
jTty to his tncmics, without be^ng able to 

\ jf protcdl 
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protect thtrOj or bring ihe Mabafaft^rs id 
ihy dedlive aftion, at kll: refoked to treat 
with Bofchar Pundit ; but that General was 
fo dated with liiccefs, that he now added, 
at the inftigation of Mbir Huhbt^h a new 
article to ihofe already offered at Surdwan^ 
that the ufiirper ihould alib reffore 
** the Soubahfliip to S&ujah Kbafi's family, 
and refign the government he had fo 
" wickedly ufurped to Kban s el- 

deft fon/‘ Mb!r UuhbetK who knew 
any treaty of peace would be fa aJ to him- 
fclf, artfully threw this ftutnbling block in 
the way, which he forefaw would render 
the treaty of none effect j and to carry this 
point, he infinuated to Bofchar Pundit^ 
that unlcfs this article was itilifted on, 
the moll clTential and pofitive part of the 
Emperor’s orders would appear totally 
negledted, and willed him with great 
** humility to rcflefl how he would anfwer 
this negleil to his tnaftcr, tlie King of 
“ Sittarab." 


This additional article produced the cf- 
fe£t that MMr HaSbeeb eKpe<fted i for it 
was refufed by the brothers with marks of 
refentment and difdain, and hoffiUties were 
immediately commenced again on both ffdes. 
— Severd Ikirmhhcs happened between 
K 3 them. 
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them, in wtich the nfurper's horfe alwayi 
gained fomc advantage i but thefe produced 
nothing decifive. 


UoJjee Harnett who never TuiFcrcd any 
icruples of con/cience to oppofe the fouleil 
means to accotnplifh his views; in a pri¬ 
vate letter tent to his brother^ urged the 
neceffity in thek prefent fituation, of at¬ 
tempting that by treachery, w'hich they 
had failed in obtaining by every other 
means. Afvuerdiy who iaw the hazardous 
and neceflitous pofture of their affairs, as 
well as his brother, did not long oppole the 
motion. Hodjee formed the plan, and it 
was executed iii manner following. 


A treaty was fet on foot by 
who, under pretence of making it more 
concliifive and leis liable to Interruptions, 
propofcd a conference with hnjthar Puxdk, 
the overture was accepted by that General, 
contrary to the opinion of MMr Hubheeb 
and tile reft of his principal officers. 


It was agreed that a fpacious tent 
Ihould be prepared and created hy the ufur- 
per, midway between the two armies, where 
the chiefs were to meet on a certain day 
and hour, attended each with eighty fol- 

) lowers 
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lov^'crs only, and that In the niean time hof- 
tilitics on both lides Ihoiild ceafe. 

The appointed time being come, and all 
things prepared for the reception of the 
chiefs, they advanced with the ftipulated 
number of followers, confilling on both 
lides of principal officers. When they 
approached near the tent, jilivei’dt entered 
firft, and was followed by Bofebar Pundit 
without the leall fufpicion of treachery. 

The ufual lalutes and ceremonials being 
over, and both parties feated, on a fignal 
given, two hatidred felcft men wh^ had 
been concealed by AUv^tdi beeween a dou¬ 
ble lining of the tent, fuddcnly ru'ffied out, 
and cm the Mabufiiitor General and his 
party to pieces, before they were able to 
draw their fcymitars, two or three only 
cfcaping in the confufion. 

At the fame inftant a fignal was difplay- 
cd from the tent (before agreed on) for the 
fpeedy advance of the u fur per's army } this 
being oblerved by the MnbdraU&r army, 
they allb began to be in motion, not know- 

' . ing as yet what had happened; but being not 

long after joined by thofe who had efcaped 
the flaoghter, and informed of the fate of 
( K 3 their 
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their general and officers, they breathed 
nothing but fury and revenge. 

Jn the firft tranfports of their rage they 
advanced, and feemed relblved to avenge the 
treachery, by given immediate battle lo the 
ufurper j but here, the vvifdom and addrefs 
of hlhfr Hubheeb interpofed; he reprefent- 
ed to them, “ that the only means to frul’ 
** trste the great objcdl the ufurper had in 

view by this treacherous afiaffi nation, 
*' was, to avoid coming to a general adion 
” with him." His arguments gained force 
and influence from the diflraded ftaie of 
the arn^y, being npw under no head, or any 
regular command; and obierving the ufur¬ 
per advancing towards them in full march, 
they fuddenly retired, to his great mortifi¬ 
cation and difappointment. 

As foon as the diforder in the Mabarat-- 
pr army fubfided, they eletted unanimoufly 
Alk€ &ey for their General, an officer tliat 
held the next rank to B^Jebar and 

who bore a confiderahlc degree of reputa¬ 
tion amongftthem ; and now their condudt 
feemed to fliew that they had refolved to 
execute that vengeance on the diftrefied 
country and Inhabitants, which they could 
pot execute on the ufurper himtcLf: To 
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this end, they pUnted llniill parties of ob- 
fervation about the fkirts of his army to 
report his motions, and appointing Nagur, 
the capital of far their general 

rendezvous, they divided their army and 
carried fire and fword in all their didereni 
routs i — they detached a ftrong body to 
Bukeifs BunJ^r, which they attacked, took, 
and plundered} perpetrating every where 
the moft execrable cruelties that revenge 
and inhumanity could didate, cutting ofF 
the cars, nofes, and hands, of any of the 
inhabitants whom they fufpeded of con¬ 
cealing their wealth, or valueable move^ 
ablcs, fometimes carrying their barbarity ib 
fer as cutting off the brcalls of women on 
the fame pretence, neither fex or age pro¬ 
ving any fccurlty againll: thefe enraged bar¬ 
barians. 

During thefe horrid fecnes of defolation, 
the uliirper left no ftratagems unefiayed to 
bring the enemy to a battle, but all bis 
endeavours proved ineffedual: He was in 
continual chafe of them from the beginning 
of December 174Z1 to the end of February 
1742-3. and at length, with alloniJhing 
bravery and perfeverance obliged them to 
repair to their general rendezvous, and to 
retire out of the provinces over the Bierbo- 
t K 4 been 
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been hills, from whence they foon took their 
departure for Sittarab., to render an account 
of their expedition—leaving many of their 
brethren, behind them in the hands of 
Alvucrdit who bad been taken prifoners in 
different adtionsi amongfl the prilbners, 
was an officer of diftLndlion, charadler, and 
authority, named ^eJfarQWi of whom wc 
fhall again have occafion to make mention. 

The ufurper had hardly lime to breath 
and form fome hopus of recefs and eafe to 
himielf, and tranquillity to his harraded an4 
dcfblatccountiy; when he was again alarm¬ 
ed by advices from Qrifat that another 
i 44 frth army of M^haratters had entered the pro- 
Vinces by the way of Cuftack^ commanded 
j* by Ragojeei and to compleat his diftrefs, 
and put his fortitude to the utmod proof, 
he fhortly after received intelligence by 
exprefs from Hodjee, that a third army of 
Mabaratton had entered by the fide of 
Rdttig, commanded by BatUroWf and had 
already penetrated within a day or two's 
march of Siclygul/y. Thefe Generals led 
each an army of 60,000 horfe; the firft 
had been difpatched from Si/tarab, to en¬ 
force the orders before given to Bsfebar 
FunStt a^d to fupport him in the execu¬ 
tion of them^ the Utter, fet out later from* 

1 the 
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the &me city with inftrudlionfi to join Ra-^ 
and avenge the murder of Bsfchir 
Pundit, of which advice had been received 
at Siftaraibt by exprelfcB fcot from BierSo^ 
bttn immediately after that event. 

The ufurper thus befet, and apprehenfive 
of being hemmed in by the two armies, and 
again cut off' firotn his capital; direffed his 
march with the utmoft celerity to Cuiivab 
bridge, which he gained, paffed over his 
whole army, deftroyed the bridge, and pro¬ 
ceeded to hts capital, with a mind greatly 
agitated and oppreffed by the reflection of 
being agab forced to abandon his country 
to mercilefs enemies, whom be was not 
able to oppofc with troops enfeebled by 
pontinual labour and hardfhips. 

The reader may remember of how great 
importance p^fsof Sicfygulfy might have 
been to the unfortunate Si^'raaxKhan, had 
it been properly put in a Hate of defence ; 
Tile ufurper well knew it’s confcqucnce, 
and therefore foon after his polleHbg hlm- 
felf of the Soubahfhip, he Hationed there 
a trufty officer with proved troops, and three 
pieces of cannon—Jependiug that a vigo¬ 
rous Hand would there be made againft the 
invaders on the fide of Patnat and their 
f cn^ 
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entrance into Bengal leafl: retarded, if the 
^afs was as well defended as it was capable 
of; not fufpedting that there was a poffi- 
bi]ity of thdr obtaining an inlet by any 
other pafTage, iinlcfs they marched far to 
tile Weft ward by the Fachst road, and en¬ 
tered by Bierhbeen, as B&Jcbar Pnndit had 
done the preceeding year, flattering him- 
feif that by fo long a march they would 
not be able to reach die province before the 
antitiai rains fet in; but herein his forc- 
iight failed him. 

Ballajee Ro’iOt more commonly (though 
improperly’) known by the name of Bai- 
icrow^ on his arrival in the neighbourhood 
of Boglyp^irff received intelligence from 
thole who had joined him, and were de^ 
dared enemies of the ufurper's houfe, that 
by his attempting to force the pafs of Skfy- 
gtiHy he would hazard the lofs of a mnln- 
tude of his men, and probably In the end 
be obliged to rclinqujfti the dehgn with dlf- 
grace to his arms.—The Packet road waa 
propofed, hot he declined hearkening to it, 
urging that thereby he ftiould lofe his 
harveft of plunder for that year, all 
which would be appropriated by his 
iiiend Regojee to /attea himfeif and fol- 
lowers I whilft and fv/people would 

\ “be 
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« be left to jlarve on the Fadj^e (paltry) 
contributions* he had been able to raife 
" in Eiibar” 

Whllft he was under this difficulty, the 
evil genius of the ufurper (and of unhappy 
Bengal) didlated a meafure, that extricated 
him without danger to himfelf or followers. 
He fent for ibme of the petty Rajahs from 
the neighbouring Cclgmg hills, and ques¬ 
tioning them concerning a paflage through 
the hills to Bengah he offered them a large 
reward if any of them would fupply him 
\iyith guides to anlwer that purpofe. The 
Rajahs to a man, were well enough dif- 
poled to comply with his wifhes i for the 
ufurper's treacherous conduft during the 
firft fix years of his government of Babar^ 
had rendered His name as hateful as dread¬ 
ful to them allj yet none of them had 
knowledge enough of the three ranges of 
mountains that feparated Bahar from Ben¬ 
gal t to engage in fo hazardous an under¬ 
taking. 

The enquiry and reward being however 
bruited abroad, it came to the ears of an 
old peafant an inhabitant of Colgong hills j 
this man came to the Mabarattor camp, 
^nd dehred to be introduced to the prefence 
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of thff General, which having obtained, 
he boldly undertook, on the forfeiture of 
his head, to guide his army through lecrct 
pafles into Bengal^ for a reward of one 
I,ac of Rupees paid down to his family. 

The General taking two of the Rajahs 
aiide to whom the pcalant was known, and 
inquiring of them touching the charafter 
of the man, and what degree of credit 
might be given to his veracity and know- ■ 
ledge, received fuch encouragement that 
he no longer doubted, and accordingly paid 
down the money, and ijTucd his orders for 
marching the next day. 

The guide with faithfninefs and dexteri¬ 
ty led the whole Maharattor army, at hrffc 
Weftward, a point or two Southerly, until 
he found 2, paji^ which he (ought for about 
the center of the range of the Co/gang hills: 
This pafs found, was his mark for the re¬ 
mainder of the expedition ji he carried them 
through this pafs by very praiHcable roadjs 
with much facility, until the mouth of it 
opened upon the level country between the 
Colgong and ^dllagurry hills, from hence 
his courfc was due South, which led to 
the fccond pals through the lad- mentioned 
hills \ this pafs he accomplilhed with equal 
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cafe* from hence for two days he crofled 
the level country, that lies between the 
TcUhgurry and mountains, Utaping 

his courfe about South Eaft j at night he told 
tlie General he muft halt until the morning 
fun appeared.'—In the morning he led them 
due South, and in the evening of the fame 
day entered a paft which guided ihcm 
through the Rajamhol mountains, and land¬ 
ed *(if we may be allowed the expretlion) 
the whole army, without the loft cither of 
man or horfe in Bengal^ on the plains 
Weft: of the city of Rajambsi at a little 
town c.illed Banian Gang. Having per¬ 
formed his obligation in fix days from leav¬ 
ing BoguJpore (more commonly by the 
Engiifb called Bogfyp&reJ tlirough ways un¬ 
til this period deemed totally impaftibie, 
he was farther rewarded with handibme 
prelents by Bailajee RsWi and departed to 
his home : his name was Sit tar am Roy, a 
Gent&o of the Raatepoot tribe. — Bailajee 
Row reached Banian Gang the 13th of 
March^ jlnno 1742-3. 

The ufurper, who had received exprefs 
intelligence of Bailajee Ro'V/s departure 
from Boguipore^ and of the march of his 
army Weft ward; did not entertain the leaft 
doubt ^ut he was gone round the moun¬ 
tains 
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tains to enter Berjgai by the Faci/et or Bier* 
ieieent and was ib much convinced of iti 
that he began to prepare again for taking 
the fieldj projefting that he might be able 
to bring die other army under R&gsjee to an 
ciigagementj and defeat him before he could 

« be joined by Bal/djee Rd^iH : but he 
dly formed this refolution, when he 
was adviied by a courier from his Governor 
of Rnjdhmboi, “ Tliat Balldjee Ro^ had en- 
“ tercd Bengalhy pafles through the moun- 
tains, and was by that time, he believed 
** joined with Ragejes^.'* 

This intelligence fliocked the ufurper’s 
prcieiit hopes, but not hts courage and con- 
llancy; he laid aCde the projed of re¬ 
pairing the Cumah river—but determined, 
not to coop himfelf up again in his capital, 
for the defence of which having made every 
neceflary provinon, he foruied a ftrong 
camp not far from tlie city, preferving a 
ready communication with it. 

The two Maidraiiar Generals met In 
the BurdoriiKin country, the lyth Marcht 
17+2-3, and after a private conference the 
following agreement was publiHied, ** that 
** an equal partition of the revenues and 
plunder flaodd be made bet weed the two 

s, armies, 
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•* armies, whp ncvcrthekfs were to aifl 
“ dilliTi(?tly under their reipedtive Generals 

and otHccra/' They then fettled the dif¬ 
ferent routs of their detached linall parties, 
and took intire poflellion of the country. 
Then uniting tlic main todies of their ar¬ 
mies, they marched to Ctitwa 6 , conftruft- 
ed a new bridge, and palled over with their 
whole force. Here they again feparated, 
and renewed the depradations every where 
that Bsfebar Pundit had began the preced¬ 
ing year. 

During thcle tranfa^lions the ufurper 
kept himielf within his Intrenchmcnts, yet 
he was not idle t convinced he could not 
oppofe them by force, he had nothing left 
but to combat them with fraud and llrata- 
gem, weapons that he was as great a maf- 
ter of ae of arms. His firfl movement, was 
to acquire a minute knowledge of the tem¬ 
per, genius, capacity, and chara^ers of the 
two leaders of the enemy, and how they 
affefled each other j in all thefe particulars 
he obtained perfcdl fadsfaftion, by the 
means of his prifoner Sefarov? before men¬ 
tioned, whom he had diftinguifhed by every 
mark of favor and relpedl from the time he 
hrft fell into his hands, forefeeing he might 
he of foture ufe to him; from the arrival 

of 
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bf tlie two armks he had redoubled Hi* 
carcHeSf and of an enemy, had made him 
a fall friend. 

jyhtdi: and csnpier^ was one of thculiir- 
per^s favorite maxims in politics, as well as 
warj by the lights he had received from 
Sejfar<mi he rightly judged die minds of 
the enemies Generals were fitly dlTpofed to 
take the impreffion he intended to damp on 
them—he learnt that Bailajce Ro’-jjy was 
hot, inlblcnt, and withal avaritious to an 
extreme degree^ that Rn^ojctt was the bra- 
veil foldier, hut irritated and jralous at Bal- 
lajee jRow s being fent equal in command 
with him. as he bore a fuperiorrank to the 
other; and more to favor the ufurper's art¬ 
ful views, he was informed that already 
there fublifted fome mifunderflandmgs be¬ 
tween them and their refpedlive troop, 
touching lufpicions of an unjult dividon of 
their plunder on both lides. 

“With thefe materials he began to work, 
laboring to enlarge a breach that was not 
yet wide enough for an attack j his plan 
was, by every means to promote the growth 
of thofe leeds of divifion and jealoufy which 
had already taken root amongft them; to 
this end, he ditched feme capable cm^ 

faries 
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farics (fully inflxuaed) to defert to both 
armies, thefe executed his purpofes fo wdl 
that they produced the effea he wilhed; 
they prepofleffed the enemy againtl thein- 
felves, and they accufcd each other of illicit 
praftices in the divifion both of the reve- 
mies and plunder, and the fpics were fo 
wdl armed, that they produced proofs and 
vouchers of many inftances (on both fides) 
that would not admit of contradifton. 
This oceaJtoned mutual beats and animofi* 
ties between the two armies, and an open 
rupture foon followed, each refolvmg to 
aft in future on a feparate and independant 
footing j the ufurper feized tills favorable 
occafion, and knowing Sejhrew had an in¬ 
fluence over Rov^t (to whom he 

was related) he employed him to negotiate 
in the moll fecret manner, a feparate treaty 
of peace with that General. 

SeJjartyj} exerted his power with fiich 
fuccefs, that he foon dtfpofcd his relation 
to receive favorable im predion s of the ufur- 
per, and readily to hearken to a peace with 
htmi to this he was the more caflly in¬ 
duced, as thereby he indulged his ruling 
pafljon, by hopes of making bis oivn rnarket 
of the Ufurper, without the partidpatton of 
his rival 
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The preliniina.nes of this treaty were 
fboti adjufled, ** the ufurper was to cede 
'* to Ballajei alone, the Cbsut of two 
y^rs revenues i and Balidjec R.ow engaged 
** on hU part, to join the Ufurper witli his 
“ force, and aflift him in driving' Ragojee 
and his army out of the provinces.” It 
was further agreed, that to keep up the ap¬ 
pearance of entnity and deceive Ragojee i 
BaR^Jee arnry fhould advance nearer 

to the Ufurper’s camp,—and make a (hew 
of attacking it| this movement was not 
only made to amufe Ragsjee, but alfo to fa¬ 
cilitate a perJonal conference between the 
Ulurpcr and the General, which was to 
take place on the thirdeth of March 174.^ 
Jiear Plajty. ^ 

Qn the twenty-ninth, the ufurper quitted 
his Camp, and diredted his march towards 
PjqUey i he was not far advanced, before 
liis fpies brought him intcJligeiice, that 
Ragijees army was in motion, as well as 
BalkjeeRcw\ this raifed a fufpicioji InJlt- 
verdzj that the treaty was only affented to, 
to amufe him, and draw him out of this 
camp; therefore he immediately retired to 
it agiin, and the treaty was retarded until 
the motions of the two armies were cxr 
plained to him. 
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Sefarow^ deeply chagrined at rufpiclons 
which reflected on his own Jinctrity^ enga¬ 
ged on the forfeiture of his head for that 
of his coufin^ which being fnpported by a 
folenin oath (by the GangisJ on the part 
Q^Ballajee iSaw, Alherdi's doubts fubfided, 
the treaty was refunaed, and the conference 
appointed on the third of Aprils hut the 
place of meeting was changed to Mi^hvay^ 
between Biojjy and a few miles 

nearer his camp and capital *. 

The iecond of Aprils the ufurper again 
ejuitted his camp, and began his march, 
having draughted olTa feleft body of ] o ,000 
horfc, commanded by Mujlapha Khan^ 
that moved on his flank, to be an occafional 
check on BagGjte^ 

The third, the chiefs met at the appoint¬ 
ed place, in a tent (prcviouJly examined by 
deputies from both parties) about two 
corfe diftant from each of tlicir armies.-^ 
The condition openly infilled upon by the 
Maharatior was, « that twenty-five lac of 

• The caufc that gave rife to JSva^ttTa fafpidons 

was this,- Jhgpjfe having heard that BuUajet 

intended to attoek Ai'i’iirrdrs camp, and judging the 
city would fal, a prey to him if he fuccecdcd, put hJs 
army in tnocion, that he m'ght be near at liMd, to 
CDtne in for fhare of the plunder, 
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** rupees^ for two years Chout of the revc- 
nues, fhould be paid down in gold,’*— 
to this the Ufurper replied, ** that how- 
** ever unreafonabk the demand, coa- 
** hdering they themfclvcs had collected 
“ 'Ufiff/f of the revenues and cuftoms 
” for the laft two years, yet, he would 
not make any objeflion, provided that 
Ragojee could be brought to fign the 
“ treaty, otherwife that he could not fubmtt 
to itThis ancxpcffled propofal was 
highly difguftful to Bafiqjee Row, and had 
well nigh broke off the treaty i but by the 
interposition of S/^tfrow, he was at laft 
prevailed on to fend the overture to R^ge- 
jtVt but not until be had been made cafy 
by the pronaife of a private flipulatlon for 
himfelf. 

R/jgoJfe immediately returned for anfwcr, 
“ that he would hearken to no terms of 
« accommodation, unlefs the payment of 
the Chout in perpetuity, was eftabliJlied 
“ to them, as a preliminary article for 
“ treating at all 

When the meffenger returned with this 
laconic reply, the treaty feemed for fome 

• This prelimiiury w:n dieted to him by Mhtr 
who joinEd Ragpjit as toon M hp Cfitertd tbe 
province oF 
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time unhinged. — However by the addrefs 
and mediation of a feparatc peace 

was at laft concluded with on 

the following terms. “ That the Ufurper 
lhall pay down two years Chout, efti- 
« mated at twenty^two lac of rupees in 
gold, and that Bdktjte JJo'tii flioivld either 
« fatisfy or joto Ufurper to 

drive out of the country." To the 
performance of which they both folemnly 
engaged themfelves by the moft obligatory 
oathsj this done and mutual complimcnta 
and prefents made, they parted. 

The Ufurper witJi great punduallty per¬ 
formed his part of the treaty in two days, 
and halkjte fo far regarded it, that 

he drew off his army, repalTed CulwaB 
river, and retired to Burdomtmfh followed 
by Ragojee, who thought himfelf no match 
for die Ufurper on equal terms. 

Balkjee rvttf, recalled all his detached 
parties, and making a dividend amongft his 
troops of part of the Ufurper’s contribution, 
according to their different ranks, he quitted 
BcngaiL and' marched by way of Bicrlx}- 
kem to Sinarabi leaving (in breach oi his 
folemn oath) R^gojet to make the belt 
terms he could for himlelf, 
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This General made the moil of Ills time, 
and immediately took poiTeflion of thofe 
parts of the country, which had been lately 
evacuated by Bai!ajeeRovf% flying parties; 
he lent Mhir Hui>6eebt with the title and 
authority of General, to take poffeflion of 
Oriffot who accordingly feated himJelf at 
Cuttack^ where be ruled as Ibvereign of 
the province. 

The Ufurper, called upon by the univer- 
ial clamour of the people, and diftrefles 
of his country, once more quitted his ca¬ 
pital, crolled over Cutw&b river, and mar¬ 
ched in purfuii of Ragojee ; in which chafe 
he was employed all the remaining part of 
j^prilt and until the middle of May^ without 
being able by any art or llratagem, to bring 
him to a general action, and tlje rains letting 
in earlier than ufual this year, and the 
roads becoming impayable, both armies 
were obliged to go into quarters, about the 
twentieth of May, at the dole of this 
campaign the enemy remained in quiet pof- 
felHon of Ori^hf and of all the country on 
the Wedern Ihore of the Utmghy river, 
from BaUttJore to W'ithin a few miles of 
Tfl/rufl's Ferij near the Englijh fettleraent 
of Fort WilFm ** 

* jiBvtrdl retired with his army lo and 

Ragtjtf^ with his main body to tiring the rains. 

Though 
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Though the treaty of peace with Baila- 
jee Rotii anfwered a prefcnt purpoie, and re- 
Jieved the Ufurper from the more imme¬ 
diate danger which threatened hiudclf, his 
capital and family, yet it afforded no relief 
to the provinces j the partial execution of 
the treaty on the part of the Mii/Mraftar, 
he could not be much furprtled at, as him- 
felf had fet them an example of perhdious 
treachery. 

Every evil attending deilrudtive warj 
was felt by this unhappy country in the 
moft eminent degree j a Icarcity of grain 
in all parts, the wages of labor greatly en¬ 
hanced, trade, foreign and inland, laboring 
under every difadvantange and oppreffionj 
—and though during the recedes of the 
enemy from June to O^o/'r, the mapu- 
fadtors of this opulent kingdom raifed 
their drooping heads, yet the duration of 
their reprieves from danger was fo Ihort,' 
that every Ipccies of cloth at the 
were haddy, and conlcquently badly fabri¬ 
cated, though immenfely railed in their 
prices, and from tbele caufe, came into 
difrepute at all the foreign markets, parti- 
cularly at the Wcdcrn ports of yudduBi 
and BuJeroL* 
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The trade of the Europeans became 
greatly embarraiTcdi and injured, and thdr 
effedls often plundered by the enemy, and 
thefe grievances mucli heightened by ojp- 
preffivc exadions of the Ufurperj but in 
this they were not lingular^ for the whole 
of the people who yet remained within the 
reach of his grafp, fuffered equally in this 
refpcfl, even Seet s houie, who io 

eminently promoted his ufurpation, was 
often fleeced; to the malicious joy of alt, 
who were friends to Scuj&h Khein s family- 
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Tor thefc opprcfllve meafures the Ufurper 
had nothing to plead in extenuatinn, but 
the neeejfttks of hh Jitaation i and in truth, 
had he not been the ungrateful traytor he 
was, they were fueb, as would have merited 
the deepeft commiferation j for though by 
his ufurpation he became pofleffed of the 
treafurcs of the three lail Soubahs, yet lb 
immenfe were his continual cxpences and 
dilbutfements, that little of them remained : 
for notwitliftanding what has been fliid of 
the treaty with Bolhjee Kewt it was pretty 
well known, he did not buy the ableticc 
and retreat of that General, for a fum Ids 
than five ksrore of rupees, though the 
twenty-two lac for two years Chout only 
were fpccioudy publiflicd to the world, to 

five 
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fave the credit of the Ufurper, and to afford 
an opportunity to the Mataramr offecretiog 
from his followers all above that fum, which 
he appropriated to his own ufe, befides the 
lions mare of the twenty-two lac, therefore 
he was well enabled at his departure to pre- 
fent to Jeyndi Amet Khan, Hsdje/& fecond 
fon, a fuigle compleat drefs (for Sserpab) 
valued at two lac of rupees. 

Cipher 1743* opened the next campaign, 
when the Ufurper agaui took the heldi and 
Ragojge defeending from the heights ofBiVr- 
io&en, affemblcd his forces about Butd- 
—The fucceeding months exhibited 
the fame fccncs of marches, countermar¬ 
ches, retreats and ikirmilhes, with various 
fuccefs; but with uniform mifery to the 
people, who now for the firft time, began 
to be plundered, and cruelly treated, as 
well by the deuched parties of the Ufur¬ 
per as of the enemy, thofe afluming the 
drefs and accoutrements of the Maharat- 
tpn, to cover and conceal their villanies. 

In March 1744, thefe invaders entered 
the provinces in ffefh Ihoals, by Cuttack, 
" Bicrkbcm and Patna, excited by the im- 
menfe booty carried off by their brethren, 
I he two preceding years— and thus thismi- 
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ferable country fdJ annually a prey to thd 
depradaiions of the Maharattorsy under 
various leaders for the fix fucceeding years, 
receiving no effefhud check, but from the 
fuccelhon of the ufual rainy feaibns; during 
thefc intermediate fpaces the country was 
left to fatten, that it might again be worth 
devouring. During all this fpace* the Ufur- 
per fuilained himfelf with amazing con- 
llancy, intrepidity and addrefs, though often 
reduced to the deepeft diftreHes j parts of his 
capital being frequently attacked and plun¬ 
dered. 

In the latter part of the year J744, bv 
indefatigable marches he attacked and beat 
up all the quarters of the enemy, and ob¬ 
liged them to retire much fooner than ufual. 
Orilfa only remaining in their pofleffionj 
early in December J744, he marched to that 
province, where ivith expedition hardly to 
be conceived, he retook Cuttacky and re¬ 
covered the province, obliging the enemy 
to retreat to the hills, then leaving forces 
for the defence of it, he returned, and ar¬ 
rived at the capital, the beginning of Fe¬ 
bruary 174^-^^ crowned with laurels, and 
received with wonder. Here revolving in 
his mind the confufion of alFalrs in the 
province of Fabar and city of Patna, and 
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its imprtatice to him, as being one of the 
enemies keys into his country, and rcfolving 
to have a Governor there, whofc courage, 
capacity and integrity he might repofe a 
perfeft confidence in, he fixed upon his ne¬ 
phew yeyndee j^met K&im for this poft of 
truft, who poflefled thefe qualities in a very 
high degree j he fiicn after fet out for his 
government, eicorted by a flrong body of 
horfe* 

We fhall fliun the taik of entering 
further minutely into the panicuJar oc¬ 
currences of thde annua] invailons, wliich 
would only exhibit an irkfbme detaii 
of murders, oppretlions, and diftreUes, 
fimilar to thofc already recited; but as 
we cannot help viewing this Ufurper in 
an extraordinary light, we £hou!d be 
inexcuiable in neglecting to lay before 
the public and poftcrity thofe ftriking 
events, which were Interefting In them- 
ielves, and which more flrongly mark the 
character and genius of this great, though 
wicked man, in the courfe of this deftruc- 
tjvc eight years war; with this intent only 
we again refume our narrative from the 
dole of the year 1745» a period whidi 
' gave birth to an mrijentj that eventually 
proved not only the deffruClion of his hi¬ 
therto 




Ilierto favorite General, but alfo that of his 
brother and nephew. 

It was at the time juil mentioned above, 
that the Ufurper fitft began to entertain 
fuipicions and jealouiy of the great reputa¬ 
tion and power of M^apba who had 

by his mafler's liberality and other means, 
at different times acquired great wealth, 
which he profufcly bellowed on the foldiery, 
but chiefly on the Patans, thereby gaining 
a dangerous popularity, that bore too much 
the femblance of ambitious views i whether 
he really had any deligns agalnft his mailer 
is not known, but being the Hoi of the 
army was caufe fufheient to make him ob¬ 
noxious, in a government where no fubjedt 
can with fafety to himfelf, or to his prince 
be poflefled with a fuperior degree of power 
or renown. 

The Ufurper had received intelligence 
from his brother Hodjest that Mujiapba 
Khan was forming deligns to hts prejudice, 
and that he had actually concerted meaiures 
with the Mabaratters, for cutting him off 
the enfuing year, and placing himfelf in 
the governnicut. 

Whether this mtelllgence had truth for 
it’s foundation, or was only afterwards de- 
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vifed to cover the ftep, th.it was premedi¬ 
tated againft Mitjlapha Khaft^ is uncertain } 
Hodjeet however, had the addrefs to produce 
vouchers for his fofpicions that bore the 
femblance of fafts, and thefe acquiring 
weight from the brother's apprchenfions of 
that General's known talents, reputation, 
and jKipularity, it was refolved at events 
that he fhould be afTaffinated tlie next time 
he appeared at court, and aliaflins were 
accordingly provided, ftationed for his re¬ 
ception. 

But Mtijiapha Khan being generally be¬ 
loved, the deligti againft him could not be 
fo fccretly condufttfd, as td prevent hts re¬ 
ceiving hints to provide for hiB lafety, and 
though thefe were imperfeft, they w-ere yet 
fufficiently alarming to urge his immediate 
departure from the city, with 3000 Patan 
horfe, and in about twelve hours after, he 
was followed by Sumjiif KbaUf a Pat^u 
General next in command to him, with 
about 2000 more of their country-men; 
the whole being joined, by rapid marches, 
they arrived at Stc^'gui^, before any luf- 
picion or intelligence of a breach between 
them and the Ufurper had reached the 
commander of that pafit and by a well 
feigned ftnry of their being difpatchcd to 
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join and re-inforcc ytyniit^e Amet Kban^ 
they were permitted to advance into Babar 
without interruption; intending to pafs 
through that province into the Fatan 
country. 

So great a defeaion of his heft troops, 
with ttvo officers of fuch reputation at their 
head, llrock the Ufurper with the deepeft 
apprehenlions, and this on a double icore; 

e had the greateft caufe to dread a union 
between the Maharatt^rs and Mujlapba 
and by the fecret flight of that General 
he oec:iaic convinced thatfome tray tors were 
about his perfon; but ffiJl himfdf, under 
every exigency and diiSculty, he !ofl not a 
moment—by large prefents, and larger pro- 
mifes, he lecured the fidelity of the re¬ 
maining Fatans- -.font exprels upon ex- 

prefs to his nephe\y in- 

lorming him of this untoward event, with 
orders to take the field with what troops 
“ he could get together, and endeavour to 
“ intercept the fugitive Fatam^2.x^^ that 
“ hiriddi would go in purfuit of them, 
and probably they might be hemmed 
* in between them," 


The Ufurper immediately pnt himfdf at 
the head of a flroog body of forces, who 


were 
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were beft attached to his perfon and gow 
vcniiTiejit, and with the greated expedition 
arrived at Siciygully^ where he onJy flayed 
to flrike ofF the head of that commander, 
who had frjfFered the Patans to pafs his 
pofl. ^ 

Had the unfortunate Mujlapba Khan 
made the fame expedition from the pafs of 
Siclyguify, as he did to it, he would in all 
human probability have eluded the purfuit, 
and paJjed through Bahar before he could 
poflibly have been in tcrcepted by 
Kban^ or overtaken by the Ulurper; but 
for a particular realbn to be hcreaher men¬ 
tioned, and not fufpe^ng he was puriued, 
he proceeded through Bnhar by fuch flow 
marches, that the Uflirper came up with 
him between Monghtr and Patna^ and 
fent a meflengcr to him with offers of par¬ 
don, and to fiivor himielf and followers if 
they would fubmit, and embrace again his 
fcrvicc. * 

Mujlapba Khan dlfdaining all terms of 
accommodation, returned the Ufurper’s mef- 
^feoger, with a brave defiamre to him, and 
receiving intelligence at the fame time, that 
jnndi Amet was within a few hours march 
of him, he thought it moft advifeable to 
L face 
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face about, 'and Hgbt the Ufurper firft, 
having learnt his troops were very little fa- 
periotir in number to his own, therefore 
without hefitation he dillributed the necef- 
laiy orders, and gave the fignal for battle. 

The confllfl was bloody, but of no long 
duration. Valour and refentment took full 
pofleflion of the foul of MuJlapbaKUn^ and 
left no place for prudence or precaution: fired 
with the hope of executing his vengeance on 
the Ufurper, he thought all elfe unworthy his 
fwQrd,and attempting with too much tmpe- 
tuofi ty to pe net rate to that part where Alhitrdi 
fought, and not being well fupported, he was 
foenfurrounded, overpowered andflain—his 
head was feparated from his body, and 

elevated upon a fpear-his death being 

known to the Sttffijeer with 

thofc that furvived the battle, madea fpeedy 
ilight, and taking a rout different from that, 
by which jimet Khan was advancing, 

efcaped out of the province, notwithftand-* 
ing the eager purfuit that was made after 
them. 

The Ufurper returned to his capital more ^ 
dreaded, but lefs beloved by the people, for 
this lafl ffroke of his policy | the jealoufy, 
and (generally believed) unjuft motives, 

for 
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for affaflinating the Patan General were 
no w blazed abroad, and the Uforpcr became 
the object of deteftation to Ibme of his 
bed friends, who drew a conclufioti (from 
this adt of bafe ingratitude to the maii, 
who had fo often preferved his life and go¬ 
vernment)—very unfavorable, and alarm¬ 
ing to themfelves j as the merits of their 
greateft fervices, might on the flighted fuf- 
picions ot fear, in the <;owardly bread of 
/5?^Ve, only draw on their own dcftruiSlion. 

who had accompanied his bro¬ 
ther in this expedition againft Mujiepha 
Kbant advanced with the head of the Gt- 
neraJ, to meet his Ibii y^yndi Atnet Khan ; 
with him he returned lo Faina, and after 
be flowing many indignities upon the head 
of that brave man. whofe face he could 
not have beheld the day before, without 
iinking into abjedt fear and terror, had now 
the coward bravery, to order it to be carried 
in trium'ph three times round tlie city;— 
unworthy and indecent infults, from which 
the remembrance of his former fignal fer- 
viccs fliould have defended his fenfelefs 

rwuains.- ‘-JuJUce feenicd to intereft her- 

!elf in avenging the death of this gallant 
man, oy favoring in an extraordinary man- 
> per the deape of her deftined inifrumeat 
V H Sumfur 

I 
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Sumjetr Khan j and the brave yeyndi Amst 
Kban, at the light of the barbarous infults 
exerciled by his father, could not refrain 
from tears, for great friendlhip fublifted 
between him and the deceafed, and his me* 
tnory was dear to him. 

We will leave Hoiljee on his return to 
Morjbadabadt exulting fora ihort time over 
the fuccefs of his treacherous machmadons, 
and advert to Svmfier Kban, 

This Patau General arriving fafe with 
his few followers in their own country, 
began immediately to levy troops, and with 
fuch fuccefs, that in the year 1747, he 
was enabled to advance towards PatiiOj at 
tlie bead of 8000 choice hor^^ 

Here it is neceffary to advertile the rea¬ 
der, that the two Patan Generals on their 
fudden retreat from y^\.^c\x}jsAM^rpadabadt 
had opened a correlpondence with Mbit 
llubbeeht informing him “ that they Ihould 
return the next year, to attempt the 
capture and plunder of Patna, then 
** march by the hills and join the 
** tor Army, and with their united force 
*' attack the Ufurper ; declaring thdiufclvcs 
** jultly abiblved from all allegiance to 

tbi > 
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fBc a^aUtn'* UubBieh improved 

upon this plan and advijed *' to encounter 
Hodjei and the Ufurper with their own 
** weapons, craff and treachery ; for that, 
by addrefs and management, and a well 
feigned contrition for their former con- 
** duft, and a frefli tender of their troops, 
** they might eafily obtain an interview 
** with the Nabob of Patna, at which 
** they fhould cut him off, a circomilrance 
that would much facilitate the taking 
** and plundering that city (which feemed 
•' to be their principal objefl) as fuch an 
event muft neccffartiy,caufc the greateff 
" confudbn and conllermtion in the place.” 


3 t wis this Intercourle of letters, that 
proved fatal to Mujiapba Khan, by retard¬ 
ing his clcapc through Babar^ as already 
tnentiotied—but the counlcl of Mbir Huh~ 
ieeh was not loflr upon Sumjeer Khan-, a man, 
poffeflcd of every requifite, for carrying it 
into effctfual execution; he was brave, art¬ 


ful, beloved and highly cftccmcd by his 
officers and ibldiers, who to a man was 
united with him tn a fplemn vow, to take 
/■ aiT'ekcmplary revenge for the death and in- 
digniyes of their late lamented commander, 
or perifh in the attempt, 

M 2 


Wilh 


( } 

With thifidctcrmifieij view Sumfeer Khan 
began his march, and being arrived within 
a few hours oi Patna on the oppofitc fhore 
of the river, he defpatched a letter to 
Jeyndi Amet Khan, couched in the follow¬ 
ing tenns, ** that his heart had felt the 
deeped compuuiftlon for his padcondut^, 
to which he had been inftigated by the 
** rafh counlels of his late commanding 
“ officer, that he appealed to ytyndi Amet 
*' him felt, to witnefe for the proved fidelity 
he had always fhown for the fervice and 
** inteied of the Soubah his uncle, that 
** lie bad now railed a faithfuil and tried 
** body of ofBcers and troops, who with 
** him were ready to devote their lives to 
** his commands, again ft the common ene- 
mies of his home and country; hoped 
** he £hou!d obtain permiflion to vilit him, 
** and in a per ion al conference, give him 
more convincing proofs of his attach^ 
*' ment and fubmiffioa.'' 

ye^ndi Amet Khan^ immediately com¬ 
municated the contents of this letter to his 
father HoJfeCj who w'as very lately arrived at 
brought thither byfome infotihillLins 
the brothers had received of the cqacerted 
fch e me bet wee n Sun^eer Khan and MhlhHuh- 
tech^ for the plunder of that capital— 

without 



without a moment’s fidltatlon ordered his 
Ion To encourage Sumf^er KAin’s vifit, and 
cut Kim off, telling himj he hlmkif would 
dlrefl; the means. 

y^yndi jimet Kharif much averfe to obey 
theie orders, determined to wait tboie of 
his uncle to whom he wrote, and tranlhiittcd 
a copy of Su^/fer K&an's letter, and in the 
mean time returned in civil terms a reply 
to the Ftiiaji General, telling him “ he 
** hid forwarded the purport of his requeft 
'* to the Soubah, but that he could not give 
” any conclufive anlwer thereto, before the 
** Soubah^s pleafurc was known/’—‘This 
fbon reached him, in thefc few, but pe¬ 
remptory words, *' Regarding the bufinels 

between Us and Sum/eer follow 

*' the orders of your father.” 

Hoi^ee di reded Jiyndi Amet Khan to 
write to ihe Patan General, tliat he 
*' Utould with pleafure receive his viiits, 
*' and rejoice to embrace him, as the Sou- 
*' bah had readily accepted the tender of 
“ his fcrvices, and wlflicd his fpeedy march 
*‘^''^ci^l9rpad£tbady — To which purport 
the TJ)ufpcr had hkewife wrote to him in 
prefliftg terms, thereby intending to lull 
him into the greater lecudty. 
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Wc have already iiinfed the method pro- 
pofcd by Mi^ir Hubhieb to the iwo Patan 
Generals, for taking ofF the Nabob of 
Painiti and plundering the eity^ the intelli¬ 
gence the brothers had received extended 
only to the latter part nf their feheme j of 
the intended afiaihnation of the Nabob they 
had not the leaft conception. <— Hodjte’s 
counter-plot for the murder of Sumfier 
Khjfif was concerted in manner foUowiiig i 
a day was appointed for the Generals vifit 
to ycyndi jim’£ Kbmt on a plain a fmall 
diftauce North of the city', where a fump- 
tuoiis tent was prepared for his reception; 
in the Hoor of which a mine was funk^ 
w'hofc train extended fomc diHance from the 
tent i the hgnal for putting fire to the train 
was yeyfidi Amit Kban'^ wkhdrawing a 
certain Ipace.from the tent,—Every circum- 
flance of which was betrayed to Sumfeer 
Kbajit by a Paian in the fervice and con¬ 
fidence of Hcdjee. 

On the receipt of the Ufurper’s and the 
Nabobs letters, Sumfitr Khan pafled the 
river with his troops about two miks to the 
1747- Northward of the city, and being adv^^wced 
on the day appointed witltin a furlcmg of 
the tent, he received a polite meircg^from 
the Nabob, rejjiielUng “ that he 
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“ favor iiim Id ordering his troops to halt, 
" that they might not in their conference 
“ be incommoded by the dull, for that he 
'* himlelf was only attended by fifty fol- 
lowers." — This requetl was indantly 
complied with, and the Fat an General pro¬ 
ceeded to the tent with a fcAV fele€led atten¬ 
dants only, ail of whom were provided with 
armour under their coats. 

f 

They met in mutual embraces, and with 
the moft affed:ionate compliments, thele 
over they ftated themfifives, and began to 
confer upon the operations of the war 
againfl the common enemy the Maharat- 
ten .'—-After about an hour’s difcourlc, a 
fervant came and whifpered the Nabob, 
who fbon after arofe, telling the General 
“ that he was juft going to give Ibme nc- 
** cefiary orders for his reception and en- 
** tertainment in the city, and fhould at.- 
“ tend him again in a few minutes."—^ 
When he had got half way to the door of 
the tent, Sumff€r K/tan and his attendants 
drew tltcir Icymitars, fell upon *Jeyndi Amet 
KLan, killed him, and all that were in the 
■ 4 entf before they had time to make any 
refiftarjipe 5 fome inftantly flew to the head 
of tj>/ train ta which they were perfcftJy 
f' ^ inftfuiled, and prevented fire being put to 

f S' M4 it, 
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It, for on die ahrm, thofe who were ort 
the outlidc of the tent, and thereby cfcip- 
ed the daughter, ded with oil fpeed to the 
city. 

Sumfcir Khm made a hgnal for his troops 
to advance, and mounting his horlh gained 
the city almoft as Icon as the fugitives, and 
entered it fword in hand with his Ibldiers^ 
before Ho^ee Hamet had received the lead 
intelligence of the unhappy fate of his be¬ 
loved ion. 

KJban proceeded immediately to 
the palace, where with little fefiftance, he 
took Hadje^ H&met prifoner, at the very 
moment he was (in difgohe) making his 
efcape, and after fecuring him under a 
ftrong guard, went in I'earch of the princi¬ 
pal treafures of the city, fto which he was 
minutely direfted by his fpies) thefe he de- 
pofited in the palace, a^nd gave up the town 
to be plundered by the ibldicrs, who for 
the I'pace of three days committed every 
ravage and outrage tliat revenge and ava¬ 
rice, backed by uncontrolled power could 
meditate and execute* except agai nflr^tk e. 
Bnglifh, French, and Dutch f^tones,' 
which alone remained unmolefteih'aQd ex- 
tmpt from ruin. 


Bodjec Hamet^ after faffering the hcavieffi 
reproaches and reviJings from Humjeer KLan, 
lor his bafe ingratitude, treachery, and 
cruelty to Mu^epba Khan i and after un¬ 
dergoing a hundred and one laOies from 
the leveredifdpline of the Khorah, was by 
order of the general fet on an als, with fab 
legs tied under the belly of the animal, and 
his face painted haif black, half white, and 
thus led round the city, the fame rout Mm- 
felf had appointed for the head of the un¬ 
fortunate Mujiapha Khan. —Returning from 
this dtfgraceful progrefs, the dilcipline of 
the Khorah was again infiifled on hiiUt 
not only as a punilhment, but with a view 
to extort from him a confeHion and dif- 
covery of a large fum in gold and diamonds, 
which, It was laid he had buried or other- 
wife fecreted ]—but he bore the lafli wdth 
amazing conftancy, and made not the dif- 
covery that was aimed at.—After this he 
was chined to the leg of an elephant,— 
to that very elephant, on which the head 
of Mufiapba KJ^an was expofed and elevat¬ 
ed : humjier Khan had doomed him to a 
cruel and lingering death, but one of Ms 
touched with hb great age, the 
high^i^nity he had bom, his cruel fuffer- 
ingj/ jjid heavy lamentations for his mur- 
d^ed Ion, conveyed in pi^ to him a dole 
V" of 
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of poilbn, which he greei3ily fwallowcd and 
put an end to his miierablc being. 

Simfee Khtutf after thU exemplary Ten- 
geance, made a fhort ftay at Patmt and re¬ 
tired to his country with an immenfe booty, 
hut without any further regard, at leaft for 
the preient, to the engagements that fub- 
ftftcd between him and Mbir Hubbeeb. 

* 

The fates of Humft and yeyndf 

JlamH Khan, met a very different regard 
from the world, the latter being as much 
lamented, as the memory of his father was 
deteftcd; but it may be very caiily con-:- 
cck'cd the lofs of both proved a heavy 
ilroke of afthdioa to the Ufurper, who 
now became as emmentiy wretched as he 
was great; his grief on the arrival of the 
news was fueb, that it was with thegreateft 
difficulty he was prevented following them, 

— However, cod refleftion foon took place, 
and his ufnal fortitude furmounted in a few 
days the firil violent impreflions of his ir¬ 
reparable mlsforrunc, and obliged htni to 
attend the concerns of his government, to 
which he was roufed and flimulated by^e'^- 
Ipirited, wife and alTc^ijonate reptefi^^ions 
of his Brgww—A woman whofc wiiamn, 
piagnanimity, benevolence, and every amt^ 
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aUe quality, refled:ed high honor on her 
fex and ftatioo j (be much influenced the 
Ufurpcr’s councils, and was ever confulted 
by him in every material movement in the 
ilate, except when ianguinaiy and trea¬ 
cherous nteaflircs were judged neceflaiy, 
which he knew fhe would oppole as Hie 
ever condemned them when perpeuated 
however fuccefsful, — predidling always 
that fuch politics would end in the ruin of 
bis family. 


Though the Ufurper's critical fituation 
called him to aftion, yet the death of his 
nephew ever after remained a heavy pref- 
fore upon his heart; he greatly loved him, 
and had dcflgned him his fucccflbr in the 
government of the Soubahihip in preference 
to Hodjet'i cideft fon, who then bore the 
tide of the Emperor's Dewan, (to which 
he had juft as much right as his uncle had 
to that of Soobah) but this defign being 
blaftcd by the untimely dcceafe of Jtyndi 
and this oocaiioiied by the pernici¬ 
ous policy of his broihcr and himfdf: The 
only amends in his power to make to the 
inansj«^f h s murdered nephew, was to 
transfer tjte ajfiectiun he ever bore him to 
ha iun Mbtrza Mabsmmedt whom he 
imdiediatcly adopted as his own j and this 

youth 
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vouih was from that period looked upon as 
his fucceflor. 

03thir ^'ntil the rains broke up in OBeber 1747, 
1747. the Ufurper remained unmole (ledt but now 
the Maharattors re-entered the province of 
Bengal by the Bierbchem hills, and Sumfeer 
Khan having fafely lodged his Patna plun¬ 
der returned and entered Babar, at lait rc-> 
mindful of his engagement to Mbtr liub- 
Becb, and hoping by a union with the Maba- 
rtutors to Jhare at leaft the plunder alio of 
Morjkadabad. 

The Ufurpcr had taken the field very 
early—and on the firft advice that Sumfter 
Bhen had entered Babar^ he advanced to¬ 
wards him by rapid marches, thirlling to 
revenge his brother's and nephew's deaths, 
and depending that he ihould he able to 
engage and defeat him, before the Maha^ 
rattsrs could polTibly join liim: Whilft he 
was in this purfult, the ^abarattarst who 
did not think it eligible [o rifi|ue an ai^on 
with the Ufurper until they had joined 
their new allies, were on full march to the 
fettled rendczi'ous ^xBogslpore^ near which * 
place the three armies arrived q^^t the 
£ime time in the night- The Ufurpe^^n- 
camped, and lent out his Ipies forint^i- 

gence, 
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gcncc, they foon returned and informed 
him he was encamped between the enemies 
armies 1 the Fatans a carfe to the North¬ 
ward of him, and the Maharatiors about 
the fame diilance to the Southward.—This 
perilous htuation would have ilruck any 
but this brave Ufurper with alarm and ter¬ 
ror! feme of his general ofBcers propofed 
his taking the advantage of the night, and 
attempt a lilcnt retreat to Sklygully ; but he 
rejcdled this overture with high indigna-^ 
tion.—He was perfefHy acquainted with 
the different genius and dilpoiition of the 
enemies he had to encounter, and from this 
knowledge formed his relblutions; the only 
Tcfource left him w’as inllantly obvious to 
this confummatc general and loldier. 

At midnight he held a council of war, 
of three or four of his principal officers 
only i to thefe he opened his dehgns, and 
directed them to iffiie orders for the troops 
to be ready to march half an hour before 
day break, without frriking their tents--^ 
ftridtly prohibiting they ihoidd encumber 
themfclvcs with aught but their arms, for 
* that l^s own, his officers, and foldiers bag¬ 
gage^ il'ould be left in the camp, for which 
h^iiaiimfelf would be accountable to them. 
' 3 —Thefe 
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s— Tbdc orders diftributed lie ^ht to 
reft. 

Before diy break theUftirperput liimfelf 
ttt the head of his troops, and marched to 
attack the Patansi leaving his camp ft and- 
ing — he found them prepared to receive 
hiioi not doubting but their allies whofe 
litaation they had leamt, would attack his 
rCar. — A bloody engagement enfued, in 
which the Ufurper might juftly lay, with 
another great ufurper, diat he had many 
** times tbught for Empire t but in this hat- 
'* tic, for Eife** — After an obftinate con- 
teft Siiiffeer Khdn was flain, and the Fatans 
put to flight' — inftead of purfuing them he 
immediately returned in good order to his 
camp, where, as he had forefeen, he found 
Ihe Mabaratiors plundering it, conftifedly 
dtfperft'dj and rcgardlcft of the commands 
of fhdir Genend or Officers; —^In this litu- 
ation the Ufurper fell upon them, and after ‘ 
a great Haughter gave them a total defeat 
and rout. After theie exploits he re¬ 
turned triumphantly to his capital* 

Notwithftanding thele glorious fuccefles,’ 
he was inceSantly harraffed by, aoo forced 
to be ever in the held againft the 

/oJ-JL 
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ten until the year 175Q1 when he made a 1 ait* 
ing peace with them on the terms recited in 
the '* Short ikctch of the hiflory of Bengni'^ 
before-mentioned, to which we beg leave 
to refer; there the reader may if he pleal'es 
follow this great wicked man, “ through 
“ ibf more pkajing fimts &f damejikk life and 
** public trmquilli^l’ We fhall content 
ourfelves in clofiog this chapter and fecond 
general head, with a few circumfiances 
which happened in confequence of his na¬ 
tural dcmifc, jlnm 1 756,—It is pretty well 
known, and has been by us feverely felt, 
that he was fuccecded hjMhin^a Mahmtt^d 
his adopted ion and grandfon (who alTum- 
ed the title of ^utajad Dsywla) in the go- 
Tcmment j that after he had quelled a iland 
that was made to his fucceflton by part of 
his own family, he diredled his arms agiinft 
our fettlemcnts, took, and dcftroyed tbcra* 
—The caufes for that invafiDn of property# 
have been faithfully invefligated and pre- 
tented to the pubhc in a fecund edition of 
“ Jndia Trails,” puhlilhcd Marcb^ *764. 
—This (hort recapitulation would have had 
no place here, but to introdnee a clrcum- 
-flajice pot fo well known as the foregoing. 

When Burt^ud Xi&wla declared his refb* 
Itiaion to attack and drive the EngUlh out 
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of Bftigaf, he was oppofed by the affedki-i* 
nate rcmon ft ranees of the deceafed 
Khan's Begum already mentioned — with 
every argument which love and maternal 
authority could devife, Ihe labored to diP- 
iwade him from his purpole, but labored to 
no end; for though the young tyrant pre- 
ierved Pome reverence for her perfon, yet 
her influence was not great j but when flic 
ibund him deaf to her intreatics Ihe had 
the courage to tell him, “ She faw his own 
fate was blended with, and waited on 
the deftrufdon he was aiming to accom- 
“ plifh agaiuft the Englifli, and that if be 
** perlifted, his raflincfs and jnjuftice would 
not only be the caufe of his oWn death, 

** but tile total ruin of his family." Her wif- 
dom and forefight was ib great and exten- 
five, that it was commonly fald by theUfur- 
per, ** He never knew her judgment os 
predictions fail.” 

Wc hope to meet with pardon for doing 
honor to the character of this extraordinary 
woman, cfpecially as we thereby embrace 
a favorable opportunity of difeharging the 
tribute of fincere gratitude particularly dthj 
from us,—the author owing life liber-* 
ty to her humane and fuceeJiful flite^ef- 
iion, , «- 

CHAP, V 
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CHAP. nr. 


H aving m the preceedlng chapter 
fhewn from wha: caufes, ar.d by what 
gradations theie provinces fell under the 
ulurpation of Mtvtrdi Khan^ our plan leads 
lis next to convey a fummary account of 
their produce, the d vifion of'their princi¬ 
pals, diilridts, and towns, with their fitu- 
aiion refpedting each other, and thtir com¬ 
monly eftimated diftance from our principal 
letticment of Cakstta, 

Geographers have diftingulfhcd thefe 
provinces by the title of the rkb kingdom of 
Benga/, an epithet it highly merited when 
con fide red in its original ftate of opulence 
and tranquillity; in which point of view 
intend to exhibit it, for this prevalent rea- 
fon only, that we iliink it perfidUy capable 
of'being re-inftated and improved, a cir- 
cumflancc, well worthy ourattention 
and knowledge, 
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To form a juft ellimate of the value and 
Importance of tliefe provinces, we muft 
colder them at the period when they were 
governed by the younger princes of the 
Blood Royal, that is, fome years before 
J^ter Khan*^ Sonbahfhlp j for in his time 
they firft began to decline and decreafe in 
their worth, from caufes already inveftigat- 
cd in our laft general head. 

From his demife, the country for a few 
years recovered, and began to ilourifti un¬ 
til within two years of the deceafe of Sujeh 
Khan-, when by tlie rapacity of Hsdjie 
Harnett the Rajahs and Zemindars were 
again crudfy opprefled and plundered, and 
thereby difabled from making good their 
contra<fts to the government.—liacin after 
this period rammcnced the ufurpation of 
Alk^trdi KhoiJi that drew on the Maharat- 
tor invafton, which overwhelmed the coun¬ 
try in miTcries of every land for the full 
/pace of eight years. 

The peace which the Ufurper made with 
thefc invaders, .Anno 1750, feemed for four , 
or five years to promife the reftoratlon «ef 
vigour to this haralled countiyi but its 
fhattered confutation was fcarcelyloginning 
to revive, when the rafli condutt oNrhe 
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fuccccding young tyrant reduced It again 
to eminent peril; a juft vengeance and ne- 
cefljty drew the Engliih arms againft him 
and his country, which produced a revolu¬ 
tion fatal to himfelf and family i —neceffity 
again, produced a lecond revolution; — 
wantonnefs a third, and when wc fhall ftop, 
lime alone can difdofe. —A few individuals 
may henefit by this fhifting lyflem, but 
total ruin to the trade of the provinces and 
to the Company mull manifcftly in the end 
be the conlcqucnce of this continued war¬ 
fare if not timely prevented, not with ftaiiding 
the flattering fallacious fuccefs of our arms. 

The foregoing fliort recapitulation we 
thought mceflju’y, to vindicate our conclu- 
fion, that no perfcdl judgment can be made 
of the value of this tHimable country from 
any period of time within the laft forty 
years, during which fpace, with few and 
ftiort interruptions it has bLen involved in 
war, and labored under difficulties that have 
impaired it’s very vitals : Thence the necef- 
fny of our giving a pidlure of it in a per¬ 
manent fettled governmen t, when the lands 
w'erc permitted to yield their produce un- 
moldled, ^vhcn the manufactures and every 
branch of trade flourithed, and when the 
reilt^^ revenues, and cuftoms reful ting from 
^ 2 that 
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t}ia.t h^ppy proves it to have been 

valtieable a fpot as any upon diis globe, if 
not the moil ib. 

To this defireable flate we repeat from our 
pcrfeift knowledge and experience, it is capa¬ 
ble ot being reftored under 
mept ; if it was not^ our prcicnt labors were 
vain, and could anfvvcr no end or purpofe. 
What cfTcntial end and purpoib they are 
calculated to obtain, we lhall now venture 
to open I and as I have no morive to in-" 
fiuence me but fincere gratitude :o my for¬ 
mer employers, and (rue love for my coun¬ 
try. I trufi my endeavours will meet with 
candour and thanks—at leaft from the pub¬ 
lic, if not frorn that bsdy of men, 

for wbofe benefit they arc more par:icularly 
intended, 

Notwuhflanding the plaufible face of 
foccefs our afFairs in Bengal may wear at 
prelernt, by late advices from thence, it is 
as dcoionlirable as any propofition in Eu- 
tbd, that they cannot produce the great 
and cflLiitial end aimed at, viz, a iafling 
peace and fettled government, without 
which, the Company muif link under the 
p re Gil re of a long cxpenfivc war, which 
not only iwolfowv up ihcir nc’.v act^iijreJ 


revetuics. 
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rfvenues, hut impedes and fhacfcles thtir 
trade in every inftancej (hape, and :fonn : 
In profecution of this war, the heads of 
their iervants abroad arc turned and be¬ 
wildered, and their mercantile bufinels 
(which only can iTupport the Company in 
ihe end) mnft fuffer under unavoidable n^- 
Icfls and abules. The gentlemen at home 
in tlic diredtion of afiairs, muft labor un¬ 
der heavy cmbarralTments in conducting the 
two branches of war and trade, either of 
which would fully employ their whole 
time and attention, 

A trading and a fighting company, is a 
two headed monllcr in nature that cannot 
cxift long, as the cxpence and inexperience 
of the latter, muft exceed, confound, and 
deflroy every profit or advantage gained by 
the former i — new temporary victories, lli- 
mulate and pufh us on to grafp at new ac- 
quilltions of tenrirory i thcfecall for a large 
increale of military force to defend them j 
and thus we fhall go on, grafping and ex- 
- ending, until ive cram our hands lb full 
that they become cramped and numbed, and 
wc (hall be obliged to quit and rdinqiiifh, 
even that part which we might have held 
fad if bounds had been fet to our progrels, 

y* N 3 which 
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which (apon the preient iyftem) we now 
fee ia utterly impoffible, therefore a total 
change in our politics becomes indifpcnfa- 
hJy neceflary. 

The gendcmen in the direabn muft 
furely fee this fatal tendency of their aflairSj 
and miift tremble at it—but where's the 
remedy F they will fay—it has been already 
pointed out, and no regard paid to it—pof- 
hbiy, though convinced, they want the pub¬ 
lic iandlion to a flep they may think fo ex¬ 
traordinary— though every day they are 
taking Aeps more extraordinary, in fupport¬ 
ing their fervants tn a w'ar againil the Mo¬ 
gul, his Vice-Roys, and fubjeas, which on 
ttiL’ prclent plan rniift unavoidably prove 
the ruin of the company.—We have a con- 
fidcrable concern in this {lock, and there¬ 
fore claim a right to fpeafc—when private 
re mo nRr an CCS fail, public ones may accuire 
a due influence, 

"Why we fhould wanto.nly perilfl in a 
in a ila’e of deftrudlive war, with a poteoi' 
fate whole alliance Is fo materially ncccllary 
to us, w'hcL we have it lb much in.our 
power to make a uleful friend of him and 
hj6 fucccflbrs, is a condmfi that furpafles 

hiipian 
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human undcrftandingi and yet that fuch 
has been our conduct for five years paA is 
moft certain. 

Let us ha^c done with this ringing 
changes upon Soubahs^ there’s no end to 
it; let us boldly dare to be Soubah 
f(hcsy oar own terms have been more than 
• once offered to us by the Emperor^ why 
Ihould we longer hefitate to accept them ? 
Wc have not fcrupled to ieizc and po/Tefs 
part of his territory with violence^ fureJy 
it would be more confeientious, and more 
confident with die laws of nature and na¬ 
tions to hold the whole of ihefe provinces 
under him, by his own appolntnient—that 
this wouJd be readily a^ented to on his 
part, if a proper overture came from u$, 
is not to be doubted; the condderation of 
his own great and obvious advantages, and 
the neceflities of his iituadon would leave 
him no room for choice. 

We have already convinced him, we are 
able when we have a mind to fet our own 
ruin and the lives of our fellow fubjeds at 
nought, to hold this part of his country from 
him, in Ipite of his ftrongeft efforts againft 
us; nay, poffibly we might retain it under 
>5ur fubjedlon for fome ^ort time at Icaft, 
N 4 but 



but the conicquence to him aod us is obvi- 
qus^ a wanton ex pence of blood and trea- 
fure, while ihe objeil we are contending' 
for is daily more and more defolated by this 
contention, and bye and hyp will not be 
worth the poflcffion of either^—for every 
movement that does not tend to a lailing 
and firm peace by advantaging both, is 
fruitlefs, and can have no permanent or falu- 
tary cfFeftj and moftfure it isi that the plan 
we have hitherto purfued, and are fiill purfu- 
mg, cannot accompliili that defireable illue. 

It is true we have lecn our forces in the 
Eaft, under the condudt of an able and 
adive commander, drive the Mogul's Vice- 
Koys out of the provinces; it is alfo true, 
diat we have fecn a fpirited condud and 
bravery in the MoguFs troops, that ought 
juftly to Hrike us with apprehenfion of fu¬ 
ture conrequenecs. The Rujiam ^vhen firft 
attacked by did not poffefs a tenth 

part of the courage and difciplinc that thefc 
our enemies have now acquired, and yet 
the event is known to ihe world.—Lei us 
reafon upon very probable fuppoficions, and 
not reft in a loO'great and flattering fecuri- 
ty, at a time when W'C have the greateft 
caufe to be alarmed. 
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Suppofe the Mogul’s Vice-Roys £hoii !4 
from experience at lall euidently ftc, that 
the only way to conquer us, and render our 
courage and dlicipline of none effect* is to 
avoid ever coming to a genera! a^hn with 
US; with the great fuperiority of numbers 
they will ever be able to bring into the field, 
they may by this precaution and dividing 
their army (which coniiib chiefly of caval¬ 
ry) into fmall bodies, cut off our proviJions 
and forage, beat up our quarters, harra/s 
our handful of men without ceafing, and 
ffnaJly ddlroy us without danger to them- 
fclvcs—and is it improbable they fhoiild at 
laft adopt this condudb ? we pronounce, no, 
it is moft probable they will as the only 
rdburcc left for them. 

Let us again, fuppofc a rupture with 
France, whilfl we are engaged in this \var 
with the Mogul, our prefidency of Fort 
iVi/Ziamt and our other faiflories in a man¬ 
ner deferted, and the chief (Irength of all our 
icttlemcnts afttng at the diftance of eight 
or nine hundred miles from the center of 
our pofleflions.■—We will not fuppoii; a 
rupture with France near, hut let it come 
when it will, it lets at nought the article 
in the tail treaty of peace, which gave us 
tfjpcxcluffvc right to Bengal, and therefore 

ought 




c 186 ) 

ought to be attended to; for ft is not to 
be imagined, that they will negleS fo fa¬ 
vourable an occaiion of attacking a fcttlc- 
ment^ cliat con flit utes in the Bail the very 
cfience of our being, when they had it left 
defenceleis by the abfence of our troops. 

In fhort, eveiy conAderation calls aloud 
for a period being put to this unprofitable, 
and precarious war, by fome other plan of 
operations, and we aflert none is fo eligible, 
honourable or pra^fticable, as that we have 
now hinted at.—Wc have nibbled at thefe 
provinces for eight years, and notwithftand- 
ing an Immenie acqui&tion of territory and 
revenue, what benchc has refulted from 
our fuccelTes, to the company ? are their 
dividends raifed to the late ftandard of eight 
per CiW/- no—it is impoflible they fhould 
whilfl this dedrudlive expentive conteft 
cxiAs—and fhall wc thus go on, nibbling 
and nibbling at the &ait, until the trap 
falls aj:d cruthes us ?—but to come more 
immediately to the point. 

Permit us moft humbly to advife, that 
expreis orders be fent without delay to your 
Prefident and Governor of Fsrt IVifUamt 
to make the following overture of peace to 
the Mogull i viz. That on condition •*?/ 

" his 
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his appointing and invefting (to ail intents 
" purpofes) your Govemor for the rime 
“ beings Soubah of the Provinces ni Bengal, 
** Bahar, andOr|^,youwilI engage on your 
** part, that Ute fltptdatcd fum ofonekhorore 
” of nipeesj ihaJl be annually paid into the 
** royal treafury, free of all dedutaions* " 

As this fum near doubles the Aipula- 
tion made by the ufurper Alherdi Khan, 
with the Vizir Munfosr Alt Khan, Anna 
1750, (a tythc of which by the bye was 
never paid) and we venture to fiy, re-douhlei 
in ane year, any advan tages the Emperors 
have received from the revenues .of thele 
provinces, for the fpace af farty years lajl 
pajl : we cannot entertain a dou’it of his 
mod readily acceding to the terms propoicci, 
as thereby he would alfo J'ceure a powerful 
ally, who could be occafionally offcrvjce Eo 
him on any emergency, in his government. 

When we are inveded with, and em¬ 
powered to dijplay the Mogul's royal dan- 
dard, the provinces will bs eafily governed 
and kept in fubjedtion, at a lels annual ex¬ 
pence and force, than the Company arc 
now from necefiity loaded with—buifup- 
pofe it double, the is amply fufficient, 

^ as we (hall prcfcntly demcnllrate, * 

Some 


I 
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Some narrow mintis, Grangers to the 
nature of the country and government will 
ilart, aud make rhe greatnefs of the object 
a bugheir to their ho^ es and wifhes—was 
it polhble, that the Company could un- 
molcHed enjoy what they have got. and 
purfue their trade without interruption j we 
Jhould be amongft the firft that might jurtly 
exclaim againft their extending their views ; 

but, that this was imprafticablc, we have 
long forcl’een and publicly declared i — and 
if we tliink at all, we mufl now be con¬ 
vinced there is tio medium, or alternative, 
but this, that can be adopted with any 

Ictnbl.mce of lecurity or permanency^ - 

nitt Sou&ahj aut nt^ltus^ mull now be our 
motto. 

We cannot enough applaud the fealbn- 
ablc mealure of fending out Lord Clive t 
v/hich we eflecm a happy event j notwhh- 
llanding, what could be done upon the pre¬ 
fen t plan of politics, has been done with¬ 
out him—the weight of his Lordlhip's re-? 
putation and experience in th^-fe parts will 
moll efientially promote this our nesv plan r 
he is the beft qualihed to negotiate it, the 
fitted to be firft invefted with that h gU 
power, and the mod capable of fixing and 
leaving it upon a folid bafis.—That tlicfc ^ 
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are our real ientimcnts, flowing from a iuft 
regard to his Lordlliip’s charafter, I tliink 
the public will not doubt, as they alrcady 
know, we lie under no obligations to that 
quarter^ that might excite our partiality. 

We are very ienfiblc our rulers at home do 
not like to have the aflairs of the Company, 
the fuhjed; of public diiquilition, but as 
tiey and their a^airs, are now truly become 
a vciy impor ant national concern, and their 
own intefiinc quarrels have given a latitude 
to make their condud the Iport of every 
pen, we think there needs the lefs apology 
for the liberty we now take j as one of our 
chief motives is to extricate them from 
the difSculties, we imagine they muri; be 
plunged in at this period j and no drown¬ 
ing man will furely be angry at anotK..r, 
who flrclches out a friendly "hand to favc 
him from finking ?■—The pointing out a 
meafure to them, that mu ft if i t takes plate 
in a very Ihort fpace, mannt their flock in 
I’ubilaniial real value to five hundred, will 
not hurt them or the proprietors. 

But it may be aiked us, if thefe only are 
your motives, why not intimate the mea- 
lure in private to our chairman or court of 
'' direflors I Why not communicate it, liid 

enforce 
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enfofce It, at a quarterly general court f 
Why not call a general court on fpecialmat^ 
ters t Why arc our affairs and ilhemcs to 
be canvaiied by the public ? Have patience 
my friends, and we will anfwer thefe in- 
terrogatories by one prevalent rcafon that 

determ ines us, to adopt neither of them _ 

Trhaie intimations for pubHc good, leave 
partks intrupd, at large, and without 
public check, to concur with, or rejt^ and 
Jay afide, tJic means propofed, as caprice, 
want of cojnprehenlion, particular private 
views, or divided counfels, may chance to 
influence:—hut when puiliefy made, fhty 
then become accountable to the 'world.—. 
In affigning this reafon, we mufl: not he 
thou^ght to inflnuate any doubt, injurious 
to the honor and integrity of the prefent 
Chairman, or prefent court of Directors, 
whom from the finceiity of our heart, xve 
believe as much attached to the true inte-* 
reft of the Eoji India Company, as ajiy fet 
of gentlemen who ever fat at that board. 

Our wifli is, CO promote the well being 
of the Ea^ India Company, and not in¬ 
tentionally to give offence to any, and if 
our propofed plan meets not the‘approba¬ 
tion and concurrence of thofe who will 
moil benefit by the event; we can only la- ^ 
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ment tlielr lofs and our own.^It appears 
by a correlpondence laid before the public 
laft year, that vre urged the necedity of 
this msajkre in the year 17/ o; glorious! 
would have been the iiTue for the company, 
had it been then carried in to execution, and 
happy 1 for many unfortunate individuals, 
vrho iince periflied by a contrary fyftcm of 
politics,—There would then have been no 
call or neceffity, for this Nabob-changing 
Icheme, the provinces would have been efia- 
Iilhed in peace: and war, revolutions, mur* 
ders, and maflacres, without a being—how¬ 
ever, from a thorough convidion we fay, it is 
not now too late to regaui the happy op¬ 
portunity we then loll; nay, fobiequent 
events, rather encourage and afford a more 
favorable afped, as it may be accompliihed 
now under kfs difficulties, than we foould 
at that period have had to encounter and 
fliuggle with,—In this confidence w*e ffiall 
proceed, and by a rough itetchof the pro¬ 
duce of the revenues, ihow the vaft ftake 
we throw for, if we win, the gain will be 
immenfe, if wc fail In the attempt, wc are 
but where we were, and at the worff, 
fhall have it in our power to refome our 
alj 'Traf policy again. 
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At JV<?/5isr, about ten day's travels NortK 
Eaft of Cateulid, refides the family of the 
moft ancient and opulent of the Hindoo 
Princes of Betigali^ Rajah Rhaatn Khaunt 
of the race of Bramns, who deceafed in 
the year 174S, and was fucceeded by his 
wife, a Princeis named Bdvfanny Rhaanee, 
whofi; Dewan, or Minifler, was Diarani 
of the 'Tee/y caft, or Tribe; they poiiefs 
a tradt of country of about thirty five days 
travel *; and under a fettled government, 
their ftipulated annual rents to the crown 

was Jleventy lac of SJeca rupees, - - the 

teal revenues about one khorofe and S 
half. 

The chief towns of thefe diftrifls arc, 
Malda, Hurriah Sterpore, Bakkoojly, and 
Cogmarryi aJI feparately famous for manu- 
faduring tlie following fpecies of piece 
goods, VIZ. for the Europe markets, cofTacs, 
clatches, hummums, chowtahs, ootally ibo- 
lies, feerfuchers and raw-filk : — for the 
markets of Bujforabi Mocha, Judda, Pegu, 

' The Gentnis cfiimatE diftanecs ty corfc;', but 
inorr cainmDnIy by day'$ journey, which they reckon 
live corfc, but ns the corfe varies in dilFcrcnt iliftrifts, 
from one and a iiatf to tWo and 1 half miles ErgUpt, 
Wc take the medium day's travels at leu Engiijb tnile^ 

jicheen 
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AJ!>een and MiLuca, the different forts Of 
coffa’s. baftas, fannoofe» mulmuUs* tan- 
jebs, ordinary ketichces, fiff. 

This country produces alfo, copofSt or 
cotton, with which the above fort- 
ments of goods are in part manufactured ; 
but the produce does not bear any propor¬ 
tion to the confum[>tion, fo that they are 
indebted to foreign markets for this article, 
and chiefly to the port of Sumt- 

The towns of Bawangang^, Sidgungft 
Sorupgu}7get and yummaalgmget are all fa¬ 
mous markets for grain; as their names 
imply. 

Contiguous to this laft mentioned dil- 
triCl, but ftill more to the North Eaft lies 
the lands of Rnj^ PraxiTtaut of the Ko^yt, 
or Scribe Caft; his diftrid extends about 
fifty days travel, moftly low lands, ^d 
in great part annually overflowed; his fti- 
puhted yearly payment, twenty lac, the 
real produce of his revenue, from fjxty to 
feveitty—the chief produfts of his countif 
arc grain, oil. and ghee, (an arricle much 
much ufed in Indian cookery) it hkcwifc 
yields fome fpecies of piece goods and rai* 
filk, alfo foole fugar, lump jaggre, gmger, 
O 
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piplymol—articles iLat 
ufaally compofe the gruff cargoes of our 
outward bound (hipping. 

The prindpk towns of this diflria, 
tre Ru^gpore,^ Gooragatt and Santsfe Bud- 
daal, capital refidence of Ihc head of 
this famjJy} from^ thefe Arungs, the Eafi 
Indta compaiites are fupplied with fannoos, 
mulmulls, tanjebs and raw-lUk, 

The great market of Bug-w^n G,k « « 
fupplicd from this dirtridl, wills the three 
important arUclcs of grain, oil, and ghee.— 
and now we have occaJlon to mention this 

to ourpurpofeto 
dwell a httle longer on it—it is fituate on 
to Gmgext about a day and half North from 
Mo^adahad, and two days Soutlt EaUcrlv 
IS the greateft market for 
the above-mentioned articles in or 

poOibiy in the known world. The culloms 
on gram only amount to three lac ofnipees 
p^r A/ifium --a]\ the cuftoms and dudes of 
Gsk, rank in the lift of retrenues, 
under to head of Kic/i A/W. iliatis, du- 
les which are kept in the governments 
oands, and not farmed out, 
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This place Is defended on the land dde by 
a ditch and pallifadocs.andis aUvays m iroti- 
blelbnie times garriibiied by a thotiiand horie 
andathoulimdfoot.—In the year 1743 it 
was four times attacked by the MalarMfsrs, 
under BojHar PimdU and who 

were as often repulfed—-It is a place of fiich 
importance to the Soubalii that the coni' 
mand of the garrilbn is always beftowed on 

the mod experienced and trult worthy officer 

he has in his fervke ; the whole of its reve¬ 
nues being ufuafly valued in peaceable rimea 
at thirty lac in the beginning 

of the year 1750* it was again attacked by 
the Mabaramn^ taken and plundered of 
an immcnlc booty. 

North Weft of Fort tVilltam. and about 
three davs and a half dtftant, lie the lands 
of R&jal l^illuck Chund, extending twelve 
days travel i the ftipulated rents of thelc 
lands, thirty-two lac per Annum, but its 
real produce and value, from eighty lac to 
one khorore. This is the principal of the 
three diftridts ceded in perpetuity 10 the 
company, by the treaty with C'J/iTn Alt 
A'Aiia in the year 1760. 

It's principal towns arc Bvrd’tL jn, Xtrpjr, 
Rtsdnasore^ Dtw^ngunge and BeUikffagur 'i 
^ O 2 theft 
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thcfe f.pply the M compunks with 
the jcllowjjig fortments of piece goods, 
VIZ, doorcas, cerrandams, cuttanics, ibofies. 
foot romaals, gorras, fefterfoys, ranton cou¬ 
pes,^ cherndemes. chilys, culUs and doo- 
foo a.j the capita! be pro¬ 

perly called the center of the trade oF the 
provinces, ja tranquil times, this place 
afforded an annual large vend for the va¬ 
luable fbples of lead, copper, broad cloth, 
ni>, peppir and tootanague. The Pu-r^ 
gtab merchants from Del&y and rt 

lorted yearly to this great mart, and would 
again u peace was eftablilhed in the coun- 
purchafed the above ftaples, 
either wi^ money, or in barter for opium, 
tinea), ialt petre and liorles. 

This di/lria produces raw-filk and co- 
pols, fuffiejent only for manufaaoring their 
fooUes, cuttanees and gurras. — The Icffer 
towns manufa^ure other inferior fortments 
0 cloth, as feerbunds, golfabunds, &c , — 

It pr^uces grain equal to the confumption 
ot the people only, ^ 

5 ^^ proper name of the dif- 
better peopled, and better 
cultivated than any part of the three pro- 

vincesj 
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vinces; blcfTmgs! that caufcd it every yea^r^ 
more pirticularly to become a prev to the 
MabaratiorSj as before recited. 

The family of this Rajah farmed lands 
to the amount of four lac ptr ^nnum, con- , 
liguous to the bounds of Calcuttaf and liad 
a palace at Bcallah, about feven miles Soudi 
of it—the Fort of Bu 2 ;bu^ee on the Gaft- 
gest was alfo their property. 

To the Weft of BurJwati, foniething 
Northerly lie the lands belonging to the 
family ot Rj^ah Gspaul Singt of the Raats.~^ 
pool Bramin tribe; they poflels an extent of 
iixteen days travel* this diftri^ft produces an 
annual revenue of between thirty and forty 
lac i but from the bappinefs of his Ctua- 
tion, he is perhaps the mod independant 
Rajah of Indiijiant having it always in his 
power to ovemow his country, and drown, 
sny enemy that comes againft him; as 
happened at the beginning of Sujab Khan's 
government, who feat a ftrong body of 
ho^^e to reduce him, thefe he fuffered to 
advance far into his country, then opening 
the dams of the rivers deftroyed them to a 
man j this aftion deterred any fubfequent 
attempts to reduce him—but if the frontiers 
of the diilrift were fo Invefled, as to pre- 
O 3 venf 
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vent the exit of the merchandize of his 
country, whi„h might eafily be done, h- 
would be prefently brought to obedience, 
and gkd to compound for a tribute of twenty 
Jac fitr ylnnum j as it is, be can hardly be 
Ibid to acknowledge any allegiance to the 
Mogul or Soubah, be fome years deigns to 
fend to the Soub.di, an acknowledgement 
by w ay of falrumy (or prefent) of 15,000 
rupees, fometlmcs so.cco, and feme years 
not any thing at all, as he happens to be 
difpofed. 

But in truth it would be almoft cruelty 
to inoleft thefe happy people, for in this 
ciilpcl, are the only ^eftiges of the beauty, 
purity, piety, regularity, equity and ferid:- 
nefe of the ancient iTidcJiati government. 
Hltc the property, as well as the Jibeny of 
the people, arc inviolate, here no robberies 
are heard of, either private or public; the 
traveller, cither wdth, or without merchan¬ 
dize,^ on his entering this diilridl, becomes 
the^ immediate cart* of the government, 
which allots him guards without any ex- 
pcnce, to conduct liim from ifage to flagc, 
end thefe are accountable for the fafetv and 
accommodation of his perlbn and cSedts.—> 
At ihe end ot the drll ilage, he is delivered 
overwitncertain bcncvolcniformaliticst the 

guards 
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cuards of ihe next, who after Interrogating 
the traveller, as to tlie ufage 
ceived in his journey. dilmilTcs the firft 
euard with a written certificate of their 
Ichaviour. and a rewpt for the travdler 
and his effeas, which certiScate or receipt 
are returnable to the commanding officer ot 
the firft ftage. who regifters the fimic. and 
regularly reports it to the Rajah* 

In this form the traveller is paffed thmugh 
the country, and if he onfypa^kSi ne is not 
fuffered to be at any expence for food, ac¬ 
commodation. or carriage for his merchan¬ 
dize or baggage; but it is othcrwife, if he 
permitted to make any refidcncc in one 
place above three days, unlcfe occafioned 
by ficknefs. or any unavoidable accident.-- 
If any thing is loR in this diftn£t. for m- 
ftance a bag of money or other valuable j 
the perfon who finds it, hangs it upon the 
next tree, and gives notice to the neareft 
Chowkey or pUcc of guards the officer of 
which orders immediate publication of the 
fame by beat of tomtom, or drum. 

There are in this precinit, no lefs tlian 
three hundred and fixty confiderablc Pag^ 
da’s, or places of public worffiip, erected 
by this Rajah, and his anceftors.-—Th^e 
worfliip of the cow is here carried to To 
O 4 
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an extreme^ that, if that ani mal meetg 
with a vtolcjit death, the city, or village, 
to which it belonged goes into a genera! 
tnouming and fall, for three days, and are 
obliged from the Rajah to the meaneft of 
the people to retnain tjo the ipot, where 
they lirll heard the pubneation of the ac~ 
cident 5 and are employed during that (pace 
in performing various expiations, as diredt- 
ed in the hut more of this under 

a fubfequent general head, 

ByhapQre the capital, and chief refidence 
of the Rajah, and which gives a name to the 
whole diJbrjdl, is alfo the chief feat of trade j 
the produce of the country confiils of tliaal 
timbers (a w'ood equal in quality to the bcR 
of our oak) dammer laeca's, an inferior 
fortment ofraw-filk—and copofs and grata 
fufficient only for their confumption i it is 
from this diflrid that the Eaji India Com¬ 
plies arc chiefly fupplied witli the article 
of ihell Jacca. 

North Weft of contiguous 

he the territoHes of Budddr Jamnia Khan, 
fort and fucceffor to AJimlaKhm, a Mogul, 

and Pnnee of Elcrkheen. -How this 

Mahsmmedan family, origlualTy crept in 
among the Hindoo Kajahs, we never oould 

learn 
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learn wiih any precifion ; but think it pro¬ 
ceeded from ifs importance to the Mogul 
government, as being the pais into Btagalt 
from which moft danger of invaders was 
to be apprehended, and therefore the Em¬ 
peror judged it expedient to have tlie go¬ 
vernment of this pafs in the hands of a 
Mahommedan Prince j tJie conquered Ra¬ 
jahs not being deemed trud worthy. 

The lands formerly poflefied by this fa¬ 
mily, cquaUjcd in extent thofe of Bifnapate^ 
and yielded nearly the fame articles of mer¬ 
chandize, and about the fame revenue ^ 
but as foorii as jilherdt Khan ufurped the 
government of the Soubahfhip, he divefted 
this R^ah (for fo he is commonly called) 
of a great part of his country, and other- 
ways opprelfcd him, which he had after¬ 
wards caufe to repent, as we have before 
fhewn) but notwithilanding that, he re¬ 
mained taxed at ten lac p^r Aumm. 

The fertile part of his country is In 
tlie center of the Bitrbeheen mountains, 
his chief refidcnce the fortrels of Nagur^ 
and his principal town of trade, is lUum- 
huzart from whence the Eaji India Com¬ 
panies ufually had the greatefl part of their 
gurras provided j but the Mabaramr iova- 

fion. 
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fioa occafioncd in a great meafurc this 
branch of trade to be transfered to the 
town of Cutwah. 

North Eaft of Calcutta., didant about 
three days journey lies Ki£nagurt the fort 
and capital of Rajab Kijjcn Chund^ He pof- 
ieJlcs a tra£t of country of about twelve 
days journey, and is taxed at nine Lacker 
annum, tliough his revenues exceed twenty 
hve Lac; his principal towns arc Santlpi^ri^ 
Nttddeabf Bw/rea, &c. where mulImuUs, 
cofFaes, and cotton yarn arc maoufaflured 
for the Europe markets i the country pro¬ 
duces copofs and grain, but not fufticicat 
for exportation. 

The revenues of the city of Dacca (once 
the capital of Bfuga/J at a low eftimation 
amount, annually to two Khororc, proceed¬ 
ing from cuftoiTis and duties levied on 
cloths, grain, oil, ghee, bectlcnut, clwnk- 
inetals, lalt, and tobacco, &c. 

The foregoing inflancce of the value of 
•the lands in the province of Bengal only 
held by the Rajahs iball futfice, without 
our particularifing thofc held by ibc Zemin*- 
dart tcattered through the province i fome 
of wdiom are very con tide nble land holders ; 

thole 
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thefe are generally taxed nearer the real 
value of their lands, than thoJe which are 
held by the Rajalis. 

Time and occafion pielTes, and will not 
permit us to enter minutely into a detail 
of the other branches of the revenues of 
this opulent country in times of fettled 
peace, a bare mention of the principal re¬ 
maining fources will fully and amply iaftify 
the point we aim at, and Ihcw the vaft 
importance of tltc flake we are pufliing 
for. 

The revenues of the city of Patna^ and 
thofe of the province of Bahar —the go¬ 
vernment of Pumea, a rich Nahbjhtp—* 
the revenues of the capital of Morpudabadt 
the city of Rajabmbalt the towns and dif- 
trift5 of Cutwah^ Mercintr 

BuxbundiT, Aztmpmge^ yUingbeet Baaker 
Gunge^ Rajaport, feveral petty Nabobfliips 
and Fd^fdaaryu &c. &c. £cc.—the govern¬ 
ments and. diflridts of Midnapore^ and Chity- 
gongb, already ceded to us hy the treaty of 
1760—and the Purgunnabs ceded by the 
treaty 1757, all held by a mofl precarious 
tenure whilft this war with the govem- 
ment fubiifls. 


We 
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We make no account of tlic province of 
Oriffaf ufuaJly c 111 mated at one Khororc 
and a half, bccaufc it is a moot point, whe¬ 
ther the Emperor will engage in any equi¬ 
valent plan of fatisfadlion for the Mah^rat- 
t 6 ri evacuating it i be this as it may, if 
our general fchetne fuecteds, it would he 
worth cur while to attempt the geting rid 
of them by fair means, as this province is 
greatly Improvable, and conilitutes a ne- 
ceflary frontier and barrier to Bengal on the 
South, We fay nothing neither of the Jag- 
ghkr lands^ which arc not taken into our 
cftioiate, though thefe are objeAs may be 
worth a future confide rati on. 

To fum up the whole, we venture to 
flake our credit and veracity on the afTcr- 
tion» shat the two provinces of Bengal and 
Eahar, will fully yield a revenue of eleven 
Khorore annum, or 15,750,000 pounds 
llcrling—if it yields this under a defpotic 
and tyranic government in limes of peace 
and currency of trade, what may 'a,’e not 
more expedt from it's improvements under 
a mild and Briti/h one f To conclude, wc 
repeat- 

If wc fhould fuccced in the attempt, 
great and glorious will be iheBritilli name in 

thofc 
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thofe parts, and immenfe the gain to thd 
company and nation—if we fail—nothing 
remains, but to obtain a lading on al- 
moll: any terms—for if this war continues 
much longer on the prelent incffedtual and 
cxpenfive footing, the company, as a com¬ 
pany, cannot poUibly fupport it, and there¬ 
fore they mud be reduced to the neceflity of 
applying to our own government, for more 
powerful and potent aids than they hither¬ 
to have been indulged and favored W'ith, 
though thih has we confefs, been pretty raa- 
Jiderahle aireatfy* What right we have (I 
fpcak as a proprietor) to claim or exped: 
tnorc — we leave to be reiblved by our 
honorable rulers. 

W^ith the above obvious conclulion, we 
clofe this our third general head, and 
part of our general work, and lhall pro¬ 
ceed to the difeuffiojj of our remaining 
five general heads in a fecond part, as 
fpeedily as Jeifure and opportunity will 
permit. 

POSTSCRIPT, 

Having received intimation that a cer¬ 
tain party intend again to make application 
to pariiament, for an a£l to lay the JpHttihg 

of 
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of fiaft India rtock under fome rcflrl^liDnS, 
and having fcrioufly conhdcred this fubjcA 
in we think n new point of view, we beg 
leave to be heard a few words relative to 
this matter, and a few more, touching the 
prefent mode of governing this company. 

It Is extraordinary that in the courfc of 
fo much altercation before tlte generd elec¬ 
tion lai^ year, on the propriety or impri^ 
pricty of fpliting flock, two obvious confi- 
deraflons fhould not (as we remember) have 
been ever urged in defence of this praftice, 
which if duely weighed we humbly ima¬ 
gine, would determine parliament to dif- 
countenance, and thro wont, any bill brought 
before them for the above-mentioned tn- 
tended purpofe. 

That both parties in die lafl year's direc¬ 
tion benefited thcmfdvcs by this praiUce, 
is inconteflablc, notwithflanding the hold 
aflertioii and fallacious realbn on one fide, 
and the unmalkcd bypocrify of their chmi- 
psTi Verax. - 

It wasaflerted, ** that neither the ftoclc- 

“ holder could fplit nor transfer, nor the 

transferer accept and vote conliftently 
** vvitli a good confcicnce as a chriflian, or 
% an 
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sfi hanell man."—Toe^camlne the foun¬ 
dation of thh heavy charge, let us con£def 
the {ituation of every £all India proprietor 
on the common plan of voting, at general 
courts or general cledions. 

The proprietor who holds 50,000 /, ori¬ 
ginal ftock, and he who holds 500/. are, 
touching the government of this company, 
upon an equal footing. Strange! that i 
regulation io repugnant to equity and the 
nature of things, fhould have ib long fub- 
iiifed without amendment. 

The attachmfnt and aittntiont which every 
individual owes to the particular communi¬ 
ty he belongs, will, nay mull be in pro¬ 
portion to the Ipecihc esnetm and part he 
holds therein i therefore the proprietor who 
holds only 500/. ftock, will be lels attach¬ 
ed and attentive, and more liable to be 
fwayed and influenced to join in bad mea- 
fores with deJjgning men, than the proprie¬ 
tor who holds 50,000/, llock.—Tnercforc 
whilll this inconfiHent regulation fubfifts, 
and the letter of it ftridtly adhered to, what 
remedy or means, has the proprietor of 
50,000/ Hock, to obtain an influence in 
the government of this company on any 
critical emergency in their affairs adequate 

to 
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to CdftCfrrt and but this vct^ 

method of fpliting and dividing his ftock, 
cotifcqucntJy every attempt to deprive him 
of this only refciirce, is beyond doubt moll 
unjuftj aiid may tend to the dcftnuSion of 
the company, if they Ihould ever fall into 
the hands of a dchgiiing fclf-lntcrelled and 
ivicked fet of diredtors* 

To refute the charge of difhonefty In the 
aiSioit itlclf, we need only confidcr it in 
comparilbn with a tranfa£lion niuch^more 
common, yet w'c conceive' ftriftly Cmilar 
to it. 

A. borrows 500/. cafti of B. ett tiotc tf 
band payable in any ^ipukted time 
any man be hardy enough to fay, that this 
caih is not the property of A. to all intents 
and purpoles, during the time of pofleflion ? 

_and could not A. confeientioufly and 

honeftly iwear it was fo?—where then is 
the cfTemial difference between bonowing 
500/. calh, or 500 A ftock?—FrrjA- will 
tell you [though he laughs in his flccve at 
the'fame time) ** that A. borrows tlie 
500/. cafh to convert to his own pri- 
** vatc occafions^ but that the ftocfc lent 
and transfcrcd to A. is the confequcnce of 
** a private compafl and coUuCon between 
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*' A. and B. to enable and qualify A. to 
** vote on that fide of the qoeftion B, lliall 
" point out to him/*—Be it Ib^yet the 
moment B, tmnsfers, and A. accepts* this 
individual 500/. Bock becomes ihe property 
of A, it has every eflcntial of property* tliat 
property can have annexed to it—he can 
Ifell, dilpofe of, give it away, and ejcpend it 
in any manner he picafes i and though he 
determines to hold it, yet it remains totally 
in his own breaft on which fide he will be- 
Bow his vote, (as a certain parly we believe 
found the lad election, to their great dis¬ 
appointment and dii^GC.) — Firsx will 
again tell yon, there is a couhttr obliga¬ 
tion for A's replacing this individual Bock, 
—In like manner A. is obliged to repay his 
too A caBi and take up his note, if in 
either cafe he fails B. has his remedy at law 

--but A. njay moB truely fwear either 

to be ^ojia f.dt his property, whilB they 
continue in his poflcfiion, though he is 
accountable in the one caJc for repayment, 
and the other for replacing. 

Touching the mode of governing th's 
company, w'C beg leave to fay, it never 
could, nor ever can be ‘wtUgorcern^d it's 
prefent inBitutiou.—Would you have your 
court of dircitors rcfpedtable, reduce their 
P number 



( 2J0 ) 

ijumber to fourteen, raife the qualliicatioo 
for a direftor to 10,000/, original ilock, 
and their I'alaries to 600/. per annum; on 
this plan the diredtion of your affairs would 
become an objedi worthy of being courted 
by men of the moft dilffoguilhed charac¬ 
ters, abilities, and property; which, the 
prefent great importance of this company 
loudly calls to be at their head— men who 
would not be (hackled by their neceflary 
attention to their own little concerns, and 
thereby obliged to abandon thole of the 
company to the conduit and difpo/al of one, 
two, or three members of their body, 
which unhappily has been the fate of this 
company from it's fitft uiftitution. 


The End of the Firft Part. 
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TO THE MOST NOBLfl 

HUGH, 

DUKE AND EARL OF 

NORTHUMBERLAND; 

earl PERCY; 

BARON WARKWORTH OF 
WARKWORTH CASTLE; 

LORD LIEUTEMAKT AND CUSTOS RO. 

TULORUM of the counties of MlBDLE- 
SEX AND NORTHUMBERLAND. OF THE 
CITY AND LI BERTYOF WESTMlNSTEK. 

and of the town and county of 

THE TOWN OF NEWCASTLE UFON TYNE; 
V IGE ADMIRALOFALL AMERICA, AND 
OF THE COUNTY OF NORTHUMBER¬ 
LAND} ONE OF THE LORDS OK HIS M A. 

JESTY'S M OST HONORABLE PRIVY COD N' 
ClLs KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLEQR- 
PER OF THE GARTER s AND FELLOW OP 
THE ROYAL SOCIETY, 


MY LORD, 

I T is with equal deference and 
pleafure that 1 fubrait the follow- 
iog performance to your Grace’^s pe- 

rufal ; 


DEDICATION, 


rufal; being perfuaded you will not. 
tliink it altogether unworthy of your 
notice from the important, but un¬ 
common fubjedt it treats upon. Nei¬ 
ther do I apprehend you will think 
my inducement to this iffork an un- 
hecoming one, when I teU your 
Grace my intention was to relcue tlie 
oH^nally untainted manners, and re¬ 
ligious worfhip of a very ancient 
people from grofs mifreprelentation* 

I thought it moft unjuft that the 
wifdom and tenets of Bramah and 
the ancient Bn a mi ns Biould be longer 
difgraced by the ftrange innovations 
and practices of their modern bre¬ 
thren j for from thefe unwortJiy 
fuccefTors alone have been diftemi- 
nated the'general accounts which wc 
are hitherto made acquainted with of 
tlic theology of thefe people. 


Hence 
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Hence it is chat although the ivif- 
dom of the EaUern fages has been 
proverbially famous* yet wc find them 
reprefented to us, in moft relations^ 
as a race, from the beginning, equally 
credulous and Ignorant. From fuch 
imputations 1 have endeapoured to 
vindicate them; net by labored apo¬ 
logies, but by a fimple dilplay of 
their primitive theology, which I 
would willingly hope cannot but be 
acceptable to the public, in fo m- 
quifitive and learned an age as this. 

Whatever fraall degree of appro¬ 
bation my impcrfe(3: labors may ob¬ 
tain from the world, 1 reft aflured it 
will applaud my choice of a patron 
on whofc ^dgement and candor I 
can fecureJy rely; as being a perfon- 
age whole exalted titles are rendered 

more 
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more rcfplendent by the arnkble vir¬ 
tues and qualities that adorn them— 
Virtues! which have endeared him 
alike to prince and people. 

I have the honor to fublcribe 
myfelf. 

My Lord Duke, t 

Your Grace^s moft obedient 

and moft humble fcrvant/ 


Becnbam (toufe, Bctfei, 

Nov. ifti 1766. 



J. Z. HOLWELL. 
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CHAP. IV. 

■ *The Rdigioaj ^mts of ihe Gentoos^ foUomm 
of tke Ska^ab of Bramab. 


introduction. 

W E have already premifed, that In the 
profecudon uf this our founh gene¬ 
ral head, we Ihould touch only on the ori- 
^nal principal tenets of thefe antient people 
the G^ntecs} for were we to penetrate into 
and difeufs the whole of their modern cere- 
momals, and complicated modes of worfhip; 
our labor would be without end ; thefe are 
as diffufe, as the ancient fundamental tenets 
of Bramab are fhort, pure, limple and uni- 
lormi in this predicament the G^nicos arc 
not Angular, as the original text of every 
theological fyftcm, has, we prefume, from a 
hmilar caufc, unhappily undergone tb: lime 
fatei though at firil promulged as a divine 
inititution, 

Pan If. , B Wi, 
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Wc fliall no! iay much regarding the an¬ 
tiquity of thefe people j nor (halt we amufc 
ourrehes with the reveries of chronologcrs 
and htdormns; who have labored to fix with 
precifion (though not two of them agree in 
opinion) the various migrations after the 
fiood: it (hall fuffice for bur purpofe, that 
by their own (hewing, InJi^nn was as 
early peopled, as nioft other parts of the 
known world. 

The firft invaders of this empire, found 
the inhabitants a potent, opulent, civilized, 
wile, and learned people ; united under one 
head, and one uniform profeflion of divine 
wor(hipj by the fundamental principles of 
which, they were precluded communication, 
and focial converfc, with the reft of mankind j 
and tiicfe tnvafions full made them a warlike 
people alib- 

Alexa^Jer the Great, invaded them in 
later times, and found tlicm in the fame 
(late; and though it Ihould feem, from 
Arrian^ and ^intm Curtins^ hi (lory of that 
Prince’s expeditions, that tlic different prin¬ 
cipalities he conquered, were in dependant 
kingdoms, and governed by indepeodant 
Kings and Princes \ yet the Gc/itorecordsof 
Bindoobund and Banaras (hew, that at that 

period, 
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period, and much later, all the principalities; of 
this empire, were in fubjedtlon to, and owned 
allegiance to one head, filled the Mhaahab 
Rajab of JndGjlmt j a Prince of tljc Succadit 
family, faid to be lineally defeended from 
their great Prince and Legislator Brnmab^ 
and that it was not until after the extinflioo 
of this facred family fas the call it) 

that the Rajahs afliimed an independency. 

But it did not fufficicntly footh the vanity 
oi Aifxandrtr^ nor that of his hlflorians, to 
record his conquefls of a few petty Rajahs 
and Governors of provinces ; and though 
we do not conteft the faft of that invafion, 
yet we think ourfelves juftified in concluding 
the greateft part of its hiftory is fabulous; 
yet, that it claims greater credit and belief, 
than thofe of Baccbm and Sefofiris: the 
Greek and Lai in conflrudlion and termina¬ 
tion of the names, and places, of the Princes 
and kingdoms o(lndo/lan, faid by Alexander'^ 
hiflotians to be conquered by him; bear not 
the Icaft analogy or idiom of the Qojtso 
language, either ancient or modern j as any 
one the leafl converfant In it can teftify; 
and although the ground work of their hif- 
lory was founded on fadl, yet the fuperilruc- 
ture carries ftrongly the femblance of in¬ 
vention and romance : And he who is ac- 
^ ^ quaiiited 
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I qtuinted with this empire, ami can give full 
’ credit to thofe legends, msy upon as jail 
[ a foiindarion believe Akxafjd-r to have been 
! the fon of Jtiplur Ainmni or, with ^ 

I CurtiNt, that the Ganges opened into the 
\ Rea 

The annals of the Genicsst give teftimony 
of Alexander Invafion; where he is record¬ 
ed under tlic epithet^ of Mhaabab Duk- 
\ koyt^ i Komtmh^ a moil mighty robber aud 
I murderer i but they make not any mention 
I of a Psm, nor of any name that has the 
fmallcit allullon or hkenefs to it; and yet 
the action between Alexander and this ima¬ 
ginary King Forus, has been pompoufly ex- 
hlbiLcd by the hidorians of the former, and 
has happily afforded fubjccTt matter for rc- 
preientations, that do the highdl honour to 
the art and genius of man. 

The liberty we have taken with thefe fo 
long celebrated htdorians, may feem to our 
readers to b= foreign to our fubjed, but in 
the end wc hope it will appear otberwife j 
when they find that thefe authors have 
(either from their own fertile inventions, or 
I from mif-informatton, or rather from want 

! of a competent knowledge in the language 
of the nation) mil-rep relented, or to fpeak 

more 
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niijre favorabty, rnff-tjonccivcd thdr religious 
lends as rnuch as'they have the genius and 
ftatc of their government. 

The Ippce of time employed in Alexin-- 
der*B expedition in this empire, did not afford 
a poffibility of acquiring any adequate know¬ 
ledge of a language in itfclf fo highly didiculc 
to attain in the fmalleft degree of perfeftion, 
even from many years refidence and intimate 
converfe with the natives; can it be pof!i- 
hly believed then, that any of yfkxandirr*s 
followers could in this fhort fpace acquine 
fuch perfcAion in the Gentao language as 
could enable them juftly to tranlmit down 
the religious lyftcm of a nation, with whom 
they can fcarccly be fa id to have had any 
communication ? 

Touching the antiquity of the (crlpturcs, 
we are treating of, we have much more to 
fay, in fupport of our conjeflure and belief, 
that the Sba/fnh of Bramaht is as ancient, at 
lead, as any written body of divinity that 
was ever produced to the w-orld. But it is 
previouHy necelTary, ihat we eatplain the word 
Bramah^ which has been vartouCy wrote, 
and indilcriminately applied by many anthers, 
and particularly by Baldem, who confounds 
Birmah and Bramab as being the fame per- 
B 3 fon, 
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fan, though nothbg in nature can be more 
difierent. This could proceed only, from 
the fpeclfic meaning and origin of thofe 
words not being clearly underftoodi and 
this we conceive has led many other writers 
into the fame error: our prefent difquifition 
therefore calls, not only for the explanation 
of thele words, hut aUo of the other two 
fuppofed primary created beings BiftnsHt 
and Sub. For uiilefs thcfc three per Ions 
Pftmabf Bijinss^ and Sicb, are diftindly 
cemprehenoed, and held in remembrance, 
a confiderable portion of the allegorical part 
of the Sbafali of Bramah^ will appear ut¬ 
terly uninicliigible. 

Diflerent authors nUe him, Emma, Bram-‘ 
ma, Bur met BrumntOt Birmeb^ Erfintuhi 
and although they write him thus varLoufly, 
they are unanimous in thinking him the 
fame pet foil, and give him the fame attributes. 
They arc all, it is true, derivatives from the 
fame root, Brutus or Brem {for thefe are 
fynonimous in the Skijiah) but none of all 
the above appellatives are to be found in the 
Sbi]fieL‘t but Birmeb and Bremab. They 
are all compounded of brute or brejUt e 
fpiriit or tjfincti and mab^ brumt 

in an ablolute and fimpk fenfe figntfics the 
fpirh or fpnee qJ Qsi^ and is but upon one 

occadon 
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occafion mentioned as a pcribti, and that U 
when irttm is rcpreienied with the habili¬ 
ments and four anus of Eirmah, floating on 
a leaf, upon the face of a troubled chaos, 
immediately preceding the a£t of the crea¬ 
tion of the univerte. —Birmah is under Hood 
Id an abfolute prrfonal renfe, and in a figu¬ 
rative onci in the fermer as the firft of the 
three primary created angelic beings—in this 
fenfe the word fignlbes litterally the migbiy 
ficmd. For though Birtuah is the hr if of 
the three prime beings, he is filled fecond in 
power to God only, and ibmetimes in die 
Sbajiah has the name of Birmatabt tke tueji 

mighty ftc&td^ -In the figurative fenfe the 

word Birmab means creation, created, and 
fometimes creator, and reprefents what the 
Bramins call, the firft great attribute of 
God, bitftmtrtf ertathn, 

Bramah is the title folely appropriated to 
the Pfomulger of the Sbajai, and implies 
the fpirituality and divinity of his raifTion 
and dodhincs; hence it is, that his fuccefTors 
afTumed die name of BramirtSt fuppoling 
themfeJves to inherit the fame divine fpirlt. 

As the word Birmah, is ufed in a perfo- 
nal, and figurative lenfe, fo is Bifinco and 
Biibi pcrlbnally, as being Ibc fecond and 
^ 4 third 
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Aird of the firft created angelic beings^ who 
bad prs^ eminence in heaven, the word 
Btjinoo, litteraMy lignifies a cherijker, a pr^- 
JcT-iicr^ a comforter i and a dejiroycr^ 

^^Aicnger, a matihfer^ a pumfvn and 
there three perfons, when figuratively ap¬ 
plied Jii the Sfjdfab (as they ficqucntlv arc) 
reprefents w'hat the Bramim call the three 
brft and great attributes of God, his power 
to create, his power to pre/erw, and his 
power to c&an^e or iicjJroy. And w'e fliall 
Ice that in the dillributioo of the almiehty’s 
commands to thefc primary perJbxis, tails 
arc affigned to each, of a verv different na¬ 
ture i to Birmab, works of power, <fovcrn- 
ment and glory j lo Btjimo, ivorks of ten- 
dernefr, and benevolence j and to Sid, works 
of terror, feveriiy and deflruftion. This 
laft mentioned perfon is the objcdl of great 
difmay and terror to the Gento^s, but mo- 
dcra expounders of Bramab\ Sbajiab have 
Ibfrencd the rigor of his charadler by giving 
him names and attributes of a very dif¬ 
ferent nature from that of Sicb, They call 
him Moifoor (a contraaion of Mubabfoor, 
/& mofi mi^bty dejiroyer cf evilj and under 
this foothmg title he is worfliipped, not as 
Ssd deftroyer, but as the Mroycr of 
e^tL ^ The other epithet they have given to 
him ts Moidd, (a contradion of Mabahdtb^ 

f&hj 
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tabf the moft mighiy angel) m this {enfe 
he is worfhipped as fb£ averts 0 /' rvH^ 
and under this charadter he has the mollt 
altars created to him. 

This neceflary interpretation and expla¬ 
nation premifed, wc proceed to the Sbafiah 
iifelfj and lhall faitbfully give a detail of the 
origin of this book; and the leveral inno¬ 
vations and changes it has fuiiercd: a detail 
—which aitbough known by all the learned 
amongd: the is yet confelTed but 

by a few, and thofe only, whole purity of 
principle and manriers, and zeal for the pri¬ 
mitive dodinnes of Brawah i, Sb^Jlab^ icta 
them above difgulfing the truth ; from many 
of thelc, we have bad the following recital. 

** That, when part of the angelic bands 
rebelled, and were driven from the face 
** ot God, and expelled from the heavenly 
" regions i God doomed them in bis wrath, 
to eternal punilhment and baniJhment; 
** but, that by the interceffion of the fatih- 
** ful remaining bands, he was at length in- 
** dined to mercy, and to foften the rigor 
“ of their lenience, by indituting a courfi 
“ miy, of punhhment, purgation, and pu- 
rilication; through which, by due fub- 
miflion, they might work out a reftoration 

“ to 
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“ lo the feats they had loil by tbclr dirob&' 
" dience. 

** That God in full aflembly of the faiths 
** fill bands fpecihed tbeir courje of pu nifli - 
ment, purgatTon and purification i regif- 
** tered, and declared his decree, immutable, 
and irrevocable i and commanded Birmab, 
** to defeend to the baoiihed delinquents 
** and fignity unto them the ratrey and dc- 
** termination of ihelr creator, 

“ That Birmab fulfilled God's command, 
delcended to the delinquenc angels, and 
“ made known unto them the mercy and 
immutable fen ten ce, that God their creator 
** had pronounced and rcgldered agaiulV them. 

" That the great and unexpedled mercy 
of God, at firll made a deep intprelTion 
** upon all the delinquents, except on the 
leaders of their rebellion ; theft in procefs 
** of time, regained their influence, and 
esnjirmed molt of the delinquents in their 
** difobedience, and thereby the merciful 
** iatenttoDS of their creator, became in a 
“ great meafure frudrattd. 

“ That about the beginning of the pre- 
** ftnt age (i. c, 4866 years ago) the three 

" primary 
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** primary created, beings arid the reft of the 
faithful angelic hoft, feeling the deepeft 
anguifti for the exalted wickednefsof their 
** delinquent brethren, concluded U could 
“only proceed, from their having by time, 
forgot the terms of their falvatjcin ; which 
“ had been only vei bally delivered to them 
“ by Birnmb r they therefore petitioned the 
“ Almighty, that he would be pleafed to 
** fuffer his fentcncc, and the conditions of 
“ their reftoratlon, to be digcftcd imo a bedy 
** q/* wri/ttti laws for their guidance i and 
** that fame of the angelic beings, might 
have permifTion to delcend to the delin- 
quents, to promulgc and preach this writ- 
“ ten body of laws unto them, that they 
*' might thereby be left without excule, or 
** the plea of ignorance, for their conti- 
**■ nuance in difubediencc. 

“ That God aflented, to the petitions of 
the angelic bands; when they, one and 
all, offered to undertake this million, but 
*' God fclcdltd from amongft them ihofe 
whom he deemed moft ptopet for this 
“ work of falvatioo; who wtre appointed 
to defeend to different regtms of the 
“ habitable univerfe. That a being from 
“ the fit ft rank of angels was deftined for 
** the cailern part of tills globe, whom 

God 
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God dignified vvitli the name of Bramah, 
" in allufion lo the divinity of the doctrine 
“ and miflion he^bad in charge. 

** That Birmab by the command of God 
'' diftated to 0 rtimab and the other deputed 
angclf, the terms and conditions, which 
“ had been primarily delivered to the de- 
‘Minquents, by the mouth of Birmab^. 
that Bramah received, and entered the laws 
of God in Dikah Nagur^ (literally, tlie 
language of angels) and that when Bra^ 
** mab defeended at the beginning of the 
prefenC age, and aflumed the human form 
and governnoent of Indajisin, he tranllated 
them into the Sanfertt^ a language then 
''univcrfally known throughout hidafian i 
and called the body of laws the Ch^ah 
“ Bbade * Sbajlab of Bramah (literally, *the 
feripturts of divine ^jiords of the 
“ mighty fpirk) which he promulged, and 
** preached to the delinqucnis, as the only 
” terms of their falvation and reftoration. 

** That for the fpace of a thoufand years, 
“ the dodlrines of the Ci'dfab Bbade, were 
preached and propagatcJ, without vam- 
“ tion or innovation ^ and many of the 
delinquents benefited from them and were 
• A written bock . 
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“ feved; but tliat about the clofc of tbb 
** period, fomc G6feyns * and Battezaaz •f* 
" Brmnimi combining together, wrote a 
“ paraphrafe on the Ck^m Bbadet which 
“ they called the Ch^ab if Ebade of Bra^ 
**■ mab II I or the Jcripturcs of the mighty 
**Jpirit% in this work the original text of 
** Bramab'% Cb^ab Bbade was ftill pre- 
ferved.—About this period ajfb it was, 
that the Gfaym and Battezaaz Bri3$mns, 
“ began to appropriate to themfelvcs the ufe 
** of the Sarfcrit cbareBer^ and inftituted in 
** the place of it the common Indojian cha- 
“ ratitcr in ule at this day : it was now alio 
** that they firft began to veil in rayfteries, 
the iimple doflrines of Bramah. 

That about five hundred years later, 
** that is, fifteen hundred years from thefirft 
promulgation of Bramah’s Shqjiab ; the 
“ Gofiyns^ and Baitezaaz Bramim, pub- 
** lifhed a fecond expodtlon, or commentary 
on the Ch^ah Bbadi i which fwelJed 
** the Gentco feriptures to eighteen books; 
** thefe the commentators entitled the Augb^ 
** lorrdh Bbade Sbafah^ or the eighteen bmh 

* BiQiops. 

f ExpDundrr^ of the J Siir. 

I From the prDmiilgm| this Ehait.^ die Po^ythdGa 
of the Gfflfff/s took Us rife. 
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sf dtvine words i it was drawn up in a 
** cxjmpound cliatafler, of tbt common Iti- 
** doflan^ and Sanfcrit ;—the original text of 
the Cb^ab Bbadr, was in a manner funk 
“ and alluded to only i the hlftone^ of their 
Rajahs and country) were Introduced under 
figures and fymbol^, and made a part of 
their religious worfhip, and a multitude 
“ of ceremonials, and extcrlour modes of 
worfhip, were inftkured; which the com- 
** mentators fald were implied in Bramab*s 
Ch^ab Shade^ although not ex prefly 
« direfted therein, by him ; and the whole 
*• enveloped in impenetrable obfeurity by 
'* allegory and fable, beyond the compre- 
henfion even of the common tribe of 
" Eramins themfeivcs ; the laity bein» thus 
” precluded from the knowledge of their 
** original fcrlptures had a new fydom of 
faith broached unto them, which their 
'* anceftors were utterly ftrangers to. 

“ That this mnovation of the jiugbierrab 
** Bbade produced a fchifm amongft the 
GfljJw’s, who until this period had fol- 
** lowed one profdlion of faith throughout 
** the vaR empire of Initjitmy for the Bra^ 
** mhis of Cormanddl and Mallabar finding 
'* their breihren upon the courfc of the Gitngts 
had taken this bold Rep to ioflavc the laity, 
z fet 
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fet up for themfelves, and formed afcfipture 
“ of their owi>» founded as they faid upon 
“ the Ch^tah Bbade of Bmmabi this they 
“ called the Vied&m * Brummeh^ or divine 
“ w^rds ^ the Tnigbiy fpirit j—thefe coni' 
** mentators, by the example of their hre- 
” thren^ interfperfed in tlttir new religious 
“ fyftcm, the hlAories of their governors, 
and country, under various fymbols and 
allegories, but departed from that chaflity 
of manners, which was Hill prefen'ed In 
“ the Augbturrnb Bbede Sbajinb. 

** Thus the original, plain, pure, and, 
“ fimplc tenets ot the Chatab Bbade of 
" Bramab (fifteen hundred years after its 
** fir ft promulgation) became by degrees 
« utterly loft; except, to three or four Go- 
*'Jeyn families, who at this day arc only 
** capable of reading, and expounding it, 
** from the San/ent character j to tbefc may 
“ be added a few others of the tribe 
of BraminSt who can read 

and expound from the Cbatab Ebadet 
which iVill preferved the text of the ori- 
** ginal, as before remarked, 

■ riidam in the Mtlhhr- linguage fignifies the 
Oine as in the Sanjmt, tivine 

and fbmetunet, tht wtrdi sf G^i, 
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How much foem the primitive reli- 
‘I glon of the Gmto&i fuffered bj^ thcfe inno- 
*' TiitioDS; their government underwent no 
“ change for many centuries after, all ac- 
** knowJedging allegiance to one univerfal 
«Rajah of die SuccaSt family, Imealiy 
dclcendcd from their Prince and Lawgiver 

Bramah, -The Princes of this line 

oppofed the innovations made in their 
primitive Lith, with a frunlefs oppofition, 
which endangered the ejchlcnce of their 
** own government f fo that at length they 
'' were reduced to the nccefllty of fubferib- 
tug, firil to the Chjfah Bhadr^ and fub- 
*' rcqucntly to the Aagbi^mb Bhade ; al- 
“ though their wiffom forefaw, and fore- 
told, the fatal cnnicquences thefe innO' 
vatlons would have on the Rate and the 
nation: but the G^yns and Bramhis^ 
** having talked the fweets of prieRly power 
** by the firft of thelc BbadfSi determined 
** to enlarge, and eftablifti It, by the pro- 
mulgation of the kjl-^ form this the cx- 
(erior modes of worJhip were fo multi¬ 
plied, and filch a numerous train of new 
** divinities creakd, which the people never 
" before had heard or dreamed of, and both 
the Dne and the otlter were io enveloped 
** by the G^tym and Bramins in darknefs, 

‘‘ penetrable to themfclves only, that thofc 

** profcQbrs 
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^ profedTora of divinity, been me of neifl? and 
great imporEance, for the daily obliga- 
tions of religious duties, which were by 
tbefe new inftitutcs impofcd on crery 
** Getifos, from the higheft to the loweft 
** rantr of the people, were of Co intricate, and 
** alarming a nature, as to require a Bramin 
'* to be at hand, to e^rplain and ofBciate, 
“ in (he performance of them: they had 
*' however the addreis to captivate the minds 
of the vulgar, by introducing fliow and 
parade intoall theirprincipal religiousfeads, 
** as well as fafls; and by a new fingle poli- 
“ tical mftitution, to wit, i&f 
*' thrir cejl cr tribe, the whole nation W'as 
“ reduced to facerdotal da very, 

“ From the period that the An^tcrrab 
Bhade was publilhed as the rule of the 
“ Gemco faith and worfhip, fupcrflition, the 
“ furc fupport of prieilcraft, took fad pof- 
'* Jeflion of the people} and their eonfeien- 
•* CCS, aftions, and conduifl, in fpirituals 
** and temporsir, were lodged in the breafts 
*' of thclt bct^/'ebofd Bramim, and at their dlf- 
“ pofaJ j for every head of a family was 
" obliged to have one of thole ghoftjy fa- 
** thers at his elbow, and in fact ihc people 
'* became in general mere machines, ac- 
luated and moved, as either the good 
Part II. C "Of 
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** or evil intentions of their houfehdd tyrant 
** dlt^ated. 

** The Aughlorrah Bbade Sbafiab^ has been 
** invariably followed by the GenfsBi inha- 
** biting from the mouth of the Gavgei to 
“ tlielndus^ for the lafl three thoufand three 
hundred and fixty fix years. This pre- 
** cifcly fixes the commencement of the Gsn~ 
*’ teff mythshg^i which, until the publication 
*' of that Bbadiy had no exiftencc amongfl 
*' them : every Gcntm of rank or wealth, 
has a copy of this feripture in his pofief* 
” fion i under the care and infpeflion of 
** his do medic Eramtni who every day 
“ reads and expounds a portion of it io the 
“ family. 

** Sixteen hundred and feventy nine years* 
from the promulgation of the jdughi^rmb 
** Bbude Sbajiahj the facred line of Bramab 
became extmifi, in the perfbn of Succa- 
dit^ the la ft Mahahmabah Bajah j (moft 
** mighty King) be reigned over all Indaf-^ 
tanj fixty years j his dcceafe caufed a ge- 
ncral lamentation amongfl: the people; and 
from his death* a new Genttio Bpf^cha 
took place* called the JEra 9 f Succadit * 
*' and the prefent year (A. D. iy66) is the 
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“ year of Sucfadit, fixtcen hundred eighty 
'* feven. 

** The death of Succadt/, became rot 
** only remarkable for a new Epeeba of 
** time, but alfo for another Cgnal event in 
the Cento annals j namely, a total revo- 
** lotion of their government: the royal and 
** lacred line being extini^, the Vicc-roys of 
this extenfive empire (who had been for 
** fome years ftrengthening thcmjclvcs ia 
^cif refpeitive govcnimcDts, and prepar- 
** ing for this expelled event) on the demife 
of Sutcadit, fet up a claim of indepen- 
** dency, to the lands over which they had 
** ruled under the emperor: they all alTumed 
** the tide of Rajab^ a didindlon which, 
before tills memorable period, had been 
** only given to four or five of the firfi of- 
** ficers of the ftatc; who alfo generally 
filled the chief governments of tjie empire* 

“-Confufion followed——Thofc com- 

roanders who found thcmfelvcs invefled 
** with greater force and power, attacked, 
conquered, and joined to their govern- 
** ments, the territories of thofe who lay 
** contiguous to them; wbilft others who 
lay more diilant prefen,'cd their indepen- 
** dcncy: and thus the empire was divided 
*' into as many kingdoms, as there h 
C Z ** been 
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** been Vice-royflaips and Covernmcnfs.— 
** Between thefe Rajahs, there fublined a 
continaal warfare. — From an empire thus 
** divided againft itfelf, what could be ex- 
** pcftcd, but that which, in a few centarics, 
** confequcntly and naturally followed, 

“ For the fimple and intelligible tenets 
«' and religious duties, enjoined by the Cbar-^, 
** tab Bhade^ being thus ahforbed and loft, 
“ in the attention and adherence, paid to 
the extravagant, abfurd, and unintellrgiblo 
** non-eflentials of worlhip, inftUuted by 
the Aagbtorrah Bbade ; laid the founda- 
don of the miferies, with which in fuc- 
“ ceeding times, Indejian was viCted; and 
** the merciful intention of God, for the 
** redemption of the delinquent angels, (def- 
** lined to inhabit this part of the earthly 
globe) was rendered fruitlefs. — The holy 
Tribe of BraminSf who were chofen and 
** appointed by Bramah himfelf, to preach 
tht *mt/rd ^ Godt and labor the falvation 
“ of the delinquents; in procels of time loft 
fight of their divine erigiaa/, and in it’s 
place fubftituted new and ftrange doftrincs; 
“ that had no tendency, but to the eftabliSi- 
** ing their own power; the people bearken- 
“ ed unto them, and their minds were 
fubdued and enfiaved j their ancient mili’- 
4 “ tary 
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" tary geDius, and fpirit of liberly was de- 
'* bill rated ; difeord and dilTention arofe 
amongft the rulers of the land, and the 
“ ft ate grew ripe for falling at the firft con- 
*■ ?ulftoa i and in the end fuftcred an utter 
*' fubverlion, under the yoke of 

tyranny ^ as a juft punifhment in- 
Aided on them by Cod, for their ne^lcdt 
of his laws, commands and promlfes, 
*• promulged to them, by his great and fa- 
*' vored angel Broffuib^ in the Char tab Bbadt 

“ Sbajlabr 

The foregoing detail, contains the ge¬ 
nuine conceptions and belief, which the 
Bramins themfclvcs entertain of the anti¬ 
quity of their fcripturcs, and of the two re¬ 
markable innovations they have undergone j 
particuiars which we have had repeatedly 
confirmed to us, in various conferences with 
many of the moft learned and ingenuous, 
amongft the laity of the Koyt and other 
Ci^r, who are often better vrrfcd In the 
dodrincs of their than the common 

run of the Btamm tbcmfclvcs* 

We hope it will not be difplealing to our 
readers, if from the foregoing recital, we 
reduce into a narrow compafs, and into one 
• The tribe of Wriicn^ 
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view, the ftcdfaft faith of the Genim. 
Touching the antiquity of their fcnpturesj 
(the point now only under our contidera- 
tion) it appears therefore that they date the 
birth of the tenets and do^rinea of the 
Sb^ab^ from the expulfion of the angelic 
beings from the heavenly regions y that 
thofe tenets were reduced into a written 
body of laws, four thoufand eight hundred 
and fxy-fix yeaVs ago, and then by God’s 
permiliion were promulged and preached to 
the inhabitants of Indafiatn. That thefe ori¬ 
ginal feriptures underwent a remarkable 
change or innovation a thoufand years after 
the tnilhon of their Prophet and Law-giver 
Bramahf in the publication of the Cbafab 
Bkadr Sbafi >h ; and that three thoufand three 
hundred and fijtty-fijf years pad, thefe ori¬ 
ginal feriptures fuffered a fccond and laft 
change or innovation, in the publication of 
the Ar^httiTrab BbaJe Sbajiahi which oc- 
c'dlioned the firll and only fehtfm antongll 
the GentaoSt that fubfiAs to this day, namely 
bt'tween the followers of the Aagbt^rrab 
BhaJe Stq/tabf and the followers of the 
/ icdam. 

Without rrpofiog an implicit confidence 
in the relations the Bramim give of the 
antiquity of their feriptures i we will with 

our 
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our readers indulgence, humbly offer a 
few coujcaurcs that have fwaycd us into a 
belief andcohdufion, that the original tenets 
of Bramah are cnoft ancient; that they arc 
truly original, and not copied from any 
fyftcm of theology, that has ever been pro- 
mul't^cd to, or obtruded upon the belitf of 
mankind : whut weight our conje£hires uiay 
have with the curious, or how far it may 
rather appear in the profcculion of our work, 
that other theological lyftcms have been 
framed from this, we readily fubmit to thofe, 
whofe genius, learning and capacity in re- 
fearches of this kind, are much fuperior to 
our own. 

It has been without referve afferted, that 
the received their doArlnes and 

worlhip, from the P^rfifs or Egjtpfia^r i 
but without (as we conceive) any degree of 
probability, or grounds, for the foundation 
of this opinion: rcaibn and fadfs, fectning 
to us, to be on foe fide of the very contrary 
opinion. 

That there was a very early communica¬ 
tion between the empires of Egypt 

and ladajiatit is beyond controverfy; foe 

former lay contiguous to Jmhjiaft} and al¬ 
though Egypt lay more remote from it, there 

C 4 Hill 
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flill was an eafy palTage open between tbcm, 
by the navigation from xh^ Red-f^a, to the 
Indus: therefore it will appear no ftrained 
conclufioiijf we fay i his moft likely there had 
been frequent Ititcrcourfe between the learned 
Mngt of both thole nations, and the Bram/nst 
long before the laft mentioned fages were 
villted by Zsrea^er and Pythug^ras. 

It is nccfUary to remark that the Bramtns 
tlid not, indeed could nor, feck this intcr- 
coorfe, for the principles of their religion 
forbad their tra'^clltng, or mixing with other 
nations j bur ia famed were they in the 
carlieft known times fer the purity of their 
manners, and the fablimiiy of their ivjfdom 
and doarines, tlir^t their converfc was fought 
after, and follcitcd tiniv'erfally by the phi- 
lolophers^^ and fearchers after wifdom and 
truth. For this charajOcr of them, we have 
the concurring teAimony of all antiquity. 

At what period of time, Indian was 
vifited by Zorcnjlsr and PythagsraSy is not 
determined by the learned t we will 
luppofe it, with the generality of wTiters, 
to have been about the time of Rmulus.^ 
That thefe fages travelled, not to inJiruEi. 
but, to be tnJiruSisdI is a faS that may be 
determined with more prccifion j as well 
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as, that they were not in Indojim together,— 

As they both made a long red den cc with the 
Bramitts North Weft of the Gaages (for the 
name of Zardburjlt and Pytftagore retain a 
place in the Geutus annals as trav'cllcrs In 
** fearch of wifdom") it is reafonable to con¬ 
clude they might iu fome degree be inftru(Sed 
in the Sar^crit and confequenily* 

in the doiftrines and worttiip mftituted by the 
Ctatab and j^ugbiorrab B&adfs. 

It is worthy notice that the Mft£mpjycb^/C^' 
as well as the three grand principles taught 
in rite greater Eltu/inim myfterlcs; namely, 
the mity of the godbeadf bis general /rpw- \ 
demt over all creafiofit and a future fate f \ 
rewards and fnmtJIjments i were funda men td J 
doftrines of Bra/aaEs Charted} Bbade Shaf~ 
tab, and were preached by the Bramni, 
from time immemorial to this day, through¬ 
out Jndo/lan: not as myftcries, but as reli¬ 
gions tenets, publicly known and received; 
by every Gentoo, of the meaneft capacity j 
this is a truth, which, we conceive, was un¬ 
known to the learned inveftigator of the 
Bleufmiem myfteriesi or it b probable he 
would, with more caution, have aflerted, 
that the Eaflern nations received their doc¬ 
trines from the E^ptiam, 


Although 
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Afehough the Polythcifm of the Gmtm 
haij its origin from the £rfl pmmulgftuoti of 
the Chut at and their Mytho¬ 

logy from the publication of the Jaghtorrab 
Bbsdt ^ yet the above mentioned theological 
dogma's remained inviolable and unchanged t 
and as thcle, with the firm perfuafion of the 
prar-f;jdilcDt ftatc of the Ipirlt, or foul, have 
ever beer, and ftill arc, the very bafis of all 
the Ceam worthip j it appears to us moft 
probable, (from the early communication 
before remarked, and the rcafons before 
given) that the Ugyptiam borrowed thefc 
tenets from the Bramins, 

That Pyibagarai took the dodrine of 
the MetempJuhjiSi from the Bra mins j is 
not difputed: yet future times erroneoufiy 
dUed it Pythagorean ^ an egregious mlAakr, 
which could proceed only from ignorance of 
its original, 

. Whatever may have been the period, 
that Jtii jian was vifited by the two travell¬ 
ing Sages aborementioned j it is acknown. 
kdgtd ihat Pythagoras undercook that jour^ 
ncy, t me yearip inter than Zar^afier: - ■ ■ 
when PytLag rm left India^ he went into 
iVr/ni, whk.re iiL corivcrfcd viith the Magi of 
that couDtry, and was iiillructcd in their 

mj'ftcries i 
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myftcries; and is faid (with probability of 
truth) to have held many conferccces wi^h 
ZoToaJierf on the dodrines of die B amtns^ 
They had both been initiated in all the itiyf- 
tcriea, and Jearnirpt of the E'^ypiitinty and 
Bythag^aSt in his fecond viiit to Egypt^ Le- 
fore tiJa return to GreecCt probably repaid 
the debt of wifdom he had received from 
the Magi, by giving ihem new, and tlrongcr 
lights, into the theology, cofmogony and my¬ 
thology of the Bramim^ from their Cba~ 
tabi and Augbmrrah Bhadft. 

The moral inftitutes, of and 

Pytbageraij inculcated and Mught by the 
one to the and by the other, to 

the Crreixj trucly bore the damp of divine! 
but their fyftcen of theology, furely that ^ f 
irradncfs !—They had fo long, and tncenieiy 
thought, and reafoned on the divine natHre^ 
and the canfi of mfj that the portion of 
divine nature they poflclTed, feemtd utterly 
impaired, and bewildered, as foon as thty 
began to form their crude principles iiiro a 
/v/ftfl; i —they appear to have preftrved the 
bafis and out-lines of Bramah's Sia^abf on 
which (probably in conjunction with the 
Pfrfian and Egyptian Magi) they railed an 
aerial fuperdruCiurr, wild .md incumpre- 
hcnl'ible 1 and labored to propagate an unir- 
‘ telligible 
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tclligibic jargon of divinity, which neither 
themfeivcs, nor any mortal fince their time* 
could explain, or reduce to the level of hu¬ 
man underdanding. 

How far, on a compariibn between the 
modes of worihip, inftituted by the C6aia& 
and Aagbtsrrab Bba^est and thofc of the 
antient Ei^vptiam^ Grefks and Rcmam, it 
may appear that thofe of the Bremhu are 
originals, and thofe of the latter copies only, 
W'c fubmrt to the enquiry of the learned into 
thofe intricate (ludies, when in the courfe 
of our work we exhibit to the reader feme 
fpecimens of the G(nio(> ^^ythology, and au 
account of their falls and fcAivals. 

By the fundamental doflrines and laws 
of the Gentooit they cannot admit of profe- 
lytcs or converts, to their faith or worlbipj 
nor receive them into the pale of their com¬ 
munion, without the lofs of their Call, oc 
Tribe j a dtfgrace, which every Genteo 
would rather fuffer death than incur; and 
although this reUgioui prohibition, in its con- 
fcquences, reduced the people to a llavilh 
dependence on their Br&mim ; yet it proved 
the cement of their union as a nation j which 
to ibis day remains unmixed with any other 
race of people. — Thcfc arc circumftance* 

which. 
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which, to the bcft of our knowledge, rc- 
TTif- mbrace, and readingi peculiarly diftin- 
guilb the from all the nations of 

the known world, and plead ftrongly in 
favor of the great antiquity of this people, 
as well as the originality of their fcripturc3> 

Another confidcradon, to the fame pur-* 
pofc, claims our nouce j namely the perpe¬ 
tuity of the Gentoo dofirines, which through 
a fucceflion of lb many ages, have Hill re¬ 
mained unchanged, in their fundamental 
tenets i—for alihough \hc Cbatab and 
mrah BhaJiSt enlarged the exteriors of their 
worlhip, yet thelc derive their authority 
and cficncc, in the bofom of every G^tdoot 
from the Cbarsah Bhaie of Bramah 2 and it 
is no uncommon thing, for a Genicom upon 
any point of confeienoe, or any important 
emergency in his affairs or condudt, to rc- 
jedt the deciGon of the Cbatab and Augb^ 
torrab Btadesj and to procure, no matter 
at what expence, the deciGon of the Char-’ 
tab Bhade^ expounded from the Sargent. 

Enough has been faid, to fliew that the 
genuine tenets of Brama&t are to be found 
only in the Cbartab Bbade i and as alt who 
have wrote on this fobjeft, have received 
their information from crude, inconfiftent re¬ 
ports. 
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ports, chiefly t'ken from the Aughforrah 
Btadf, ai d the Ftedam j it is no wonder that 
the religion of the Gcntooi, has been traduced, 
by fome, as ntrcrly unintelligible:; and by 
others, as monftrous, ab urd, and difgrace- 

fu! to hticnanity -our deiign is to rcfcuc 

thefe ancient people, from tbofe imputa¬ 
tions; in order to wJuch we fhall proceed, 
witiiout turther introdtiflion or preface, to 
inveftigare iheir original feripturet, as con¬ 
tained in the Cifartith BbaJi i at the clofe of 
each feftlon we ftiail fubjoin, iuch remarks, 
and explanations, as may appear to us necef' 
lary and pcriinent to our fubjed:- 

For the greater pcrfplcuity, wc wUI pre- 
fent to our readers the fundamental doftrines 
of the Bramias^ under flue difltnd fedionsi 
they arc ranged in the firft book of this 
Sha^ab t viz. 

J, Of God and his Attributes. 

II. The creation of Angelic Beings. 

in. The La^'fe of part of thofe Beings, 

IV. Thtir Punilliment* 

V, Ihe initigafion of that Punilhmcnt, 

and ihcir And Sentence. 
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SECT. I- 

« Of God and bii jttrihici. 

« God is One ♦. — Creator of all that 

« /5._God is like a perfcft fpherc, 

** without beginning or end.—God rules 
and governs all creation by a general 
« providence refulting from fiift deter- 
“ mined and fixed principles.— Thou 
** fbalt not make enquiry into the ef- 
fence and nature of the exiftence of 
“ thcETERNAE ONE,nof,by what law's 
“ he governs.—An enquiry Into either, 
(S vain, and crliriinal.—ia enough, 
** that day by day, and night by night, 
thou fceft in his works; his 

** ffrwfr^ and his m^ny, -Benefit 

*' thereby," 

■ Eihurnmtjh&y lUtcfally, the ent thst r-Jir v:ai j 
which we trauflatc, ^ht ettrnst ane. 

Remarks. 

T he foregoing fun pie and fubtlmedc- 
feription of the Supreme Being, confti- 
lutes the firft chapter, orfeaion of the Sbaf~ 

tab. -^The Bramim of the Augblcrrah 

Bbade teach, that there originally esifted a 
6 chapter 
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chapter of the ShaJiS, which explained and 
iblely treated of the divine nature and eA 
iencc; but that it was Ibon irrecoverably 
loft, and never tranfmitted to pofterity by 
Bramab^ who tsrt it out of bis Cbartab 
Bbade. 

BaUeuSt who refided thirty years on the 
Iftind of Ceykn^ and has given a laborious 
tranftation of the Viedam'^ recites a limiJar 
anecdote from ihoie feriptures, and fays, 
that the loft part treated of God, and the 
'* origin of the univerft, or vifible worlds, 
the lofs of which is highly lamented by 
** ih.tBramins "—In which this author leems 
to have plunged into a double error ; firft, 
in alleging the part loft, treated of the origin 
of the uiiiverfe j whereas both the Vitdam, 
and Shaftab, are elaborate on the fubjeft j 
and fix not only the period of its creation, 
but allb its precife age, and term of duration, 
(as we ftiail Ihcw hereafter) \ confequenily 
and fecondly, they could not properly be faid 
to lament a loft they never fuftaincd. ■ 
But in truth, the whole of this matter is al* 
legoricaf, a circumftance, which Balkus^ it 
feems, never adverted to. 

In various difeourfe we hive had, with 
fame learned Bramins^ on the above cited 

paftage 
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pafTage of the Aughtgrrab Bbade, they were 
all unanimous in their fenfe and interpreta¬ 
tion of it: namely, that to man was given for 
the exercifeof his reafon, and vittuc, the con- 
tc m pi atign ofthe v ifibic wond ersofthccreationj 
but, that the eternal, one had precluded 
all enquiry into his origin, nature and ciTence, 
and the laws by which he governs i as Tub- 
jests';iuexpUeahle to, and beyond the limited 
powers of created beings; therefore it is 
emphatically faid, th2X Bramah ton out that 
part, implying the prohibition of fuch en¬ 
quiries, as ufclefs and prefumptuous. 

Had one tythe of the time and trouble, 
which the juft mentioned ecclcfiaftlc beflow- 
cd in rendering a literal tranflatlon of the 
yiedam^ been employed in attempting an 
explanation of its myfteries j his labors might 
have proved worthy the attention of the 
learned; whereas, by contenting himfetf with 
a bare verfion, without aiming at the inter¬ 
pretation of the allegorical parts of tiioie 
fcripturcs, his toils, which muft have been 
great and intenfc, have only produced a mon- 

fter, that ftiocks reafon and probability. _ 

Theyare mif-reprefentations like thefe, which 
wc have lamented in the preliminary dlf- 
courfe, to the hrft part of this our work, 
as injurious to human nature; various and 

Part II. enofmons 
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cncrmous are the inlilakes, which this 
thor has fallen into from the above caule, 
through the whole of his voluminous work, 
which might be proved in a multittidc of 
inftances; but one Ihallfuffice as a fpecimen 
of the whole, which nothing but the mif- 
taketi zeal of a chriAian divine can excufe. 

(according to gives 

the iame place and power to Birmab or 
Bramah (for he errooeoudy makes chefe 
** names fynonimous) as the Sbafiab does; 
** and as the Maihbars acknowledge 
“ to be the foQ of God, and fupreme go- 
** vernor of angels; nay even afertbe to him 
*' a human form: fo it is evrdatt, that tktje 
“ attributes, mu^ have their origin from 
** labat they ba’us beard, though ferbafi con^ 
** fifedly, of frfus Chrijl the Jon of 


SECT. 
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SECT. II, 

** Cnattm of JngeUc Beings. 

“ The eternal one, ahforbcJ in the 
contemplation of his ownexiltcnce i in 
•' the fullnefs of time, refolded to par- 
” ticipace his glory and eflcnce with 
‘‘ beings capable of feeling, and Sharing 
*' his beatitude, and of adminlUcring 
** to his glory,'—Thefe beings then were 
not,—^The eternal one willed,— 
And they were. — He formed them 
in part of his own eflence i capable 
*' of ^rfedtion, but with the powers 
** of imperfection j both depending on 
** thcirvoluntaryelcClion, —THceter- 
" NAL ON E lirft created Birmabj BifneHf 
“ and Sie ^; then Msifafoar^ and all the 

" Dei>tnB-Logi/e - The eiernalone 

** gave pre-eminence to Bltfimb, Bsf- 
** not? and He appointed J?/>- 

** mafi. Prince of the Debtah-Logae^ 
“ and put the J^ebiab under fubicClion 
to him j he alfb conftituted him his 
“ vicegerent in heaven, and Bijhoo and 
Sieh, w^re eftablifhcd hisco-udjutors. 

* iingd*; L^gui^ a peopl?, dmititudcj or 

CEJRgrcgatioji i Ufhtiik^Logiif^ liic angelic hoft, 

D 2 « _Xhc 
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*i ^Xhe ETERNAL ONE divided tte 
•* difterentbands, and ranks, 

and placed a leader or chief over 
“ each.—Thefe worfbipped round the 
** throne of the cttrtinl according to 
** their degree, and harroony was m 

** heaven.-chief of the 

firft angelic band, led the celeftial 
fong of praife and adoration to the 
*' Cteator, and the fong of obedience 

“ to ^irmah his firft created.— And the 

Eternal One rejoiced in his newerea- 
•* tion/' 

Remarks. 

M ankind in general of every de¬ 
nomination, and religious profcfljon, 
have fobferibed to the opinion of the etc- 
iftence of angeJtc j and have each 

formed their crude, peculiart and im^nary 
conceptions of their origin and dcflination. 

_Crude and imaginary indeed 1 muA be the 

heft human conftructlon, on fo marvellous 
a lubjea.—The fimple, rational, and fub- 
llme caufe, aftigned by Bramah^ for this aft 
of creation ^ is moft worthy a great and benign 
iteiug, and conveys a flrikittg and interefting 
irnpreflion, not'only of his but ol 

his bene^cderjce. 

in the opening of this feaion, 
f;t:ms to place the ttemal erre, in the fituation 

of 
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of an abfolute, good, and powerful monarchy 
without fuhjeas i which in faft is being no 
monarch at all: for however happy, or 
blefled fuciia being may be, in the contem¬ 
plation of his own foie cxiftcncc and almighty 
power; yot he cannot (fay the Bmmwi) be 
completely fo, without partakers in his gloiy 
and beatitudcj who fhould alfo, be confLious 
of the ttuur^ of their own exiflence, as- well 
as of the power, and benevolent intentions 
of their ertatotf and wotfhip him, accord¬ 
ingly. 

Bet a blind and necelTary obedience and 
worfhip, from any new creation of rational 
beings, (which muft have followed had they 
been created perfed) would have fallen ihort 
of their Creator's purpofe j therefore Bramab 
fays, tbt eUrttai $iiet formed them ** capable 
** of perfeSiisn, hat with the powen of im- 
perfeaionwithout fubjeflrag them to 
either^ that their adoration and obedience 
fhould be therefult of their own /r«-'u^r7/i 
the worfhip alone worthy his acceptance. 

From the doftritie contained in this fedlion 
it appears, that the powers of pedeftion and 
imperfcdtion, (or in other words the powers 
of good and nil) were coeval in the forma¬ 
tion of the firft created beings;->The 

D 3 Bramim 
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Bramljis in their paraphrarc on this chapter, 
rccotidls the Hippo fed incompatibility of the 
exiftence of moral evil, confidently with 
the judiccj power, and goodnefs of the /&- 
Sang, by alleging, ** that as the Deftab 
were inverted with the abfolutc powers of 
ferfeStkn, their lapfe from that ftaic, cannot 
impeach either the power, juftice, or good¬ 
nefs of the ETE RSAL oNEi whofc motivcs for 
their creation were benevolent ; and the duly 
enjoined them light and eafy. —^To chaunt 
forth for ever, the praifes of their creator 

■ --To blefs him for their creation, and to 

acknowledge, and be obedient to Birmab, 
and his two coadjutors BjJlnoo and SieS.'^ 

Human penal laws, which have their ex- 
iftence in every well regulated government of 
the world ; always pre-fuppofc chat the indi¬ 
viduals fubjeded to thofc laws, are iDveftcd 
with full powers and capacity of pying 
obedience to themi other wife, their iropo- 
iitton becomes an aft of tyranny i but the 
premifes granted, then the breach and vio¬ 
lation of them is criminal, and juftly pu- 
n'tihahle, witliout an imputation of injurtice 

in the inftitutor.— - Shall man then appear 

fcrupulouny cautious in his ioflitutes and laws, 
not to ortend agalnll reafon and jurtice, and 
a - yet 
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yet dare to doubt oft or arraign the juftict 
of his Creator? 

Whence the origin, and exiftfince of 
mraieviif Is a queftion that has puzzled, 
and cxercifed the imagination, and undcr- 
ftanding of the learned and fpeculative in all 

ages,,-We confeft we have hitherto met 

with no foktion of this intcreftlng enquiry, 
fo fatififaitory, condufive, and rational as 
flows from the dodrii^e before us^.-Au¬ 

thors have been driven to very llrangc con- 
dufions on this fubjed, nay fome have 
thought it neceffary to forin an apology in. 
defence of their Creator, for tlie admiffibn. 
of moral evil into the world % and aflert, 
** That God was nccefiitated to admit moral 
«vli in created beings, from the nature of the 
materials he had to work with ; that God 
would have made all things per fed, but that 
there was in matter an evil bias, repugnant 
to his benevolence, which drew another 
wayj whence arofc all manner oF evils:** 
and that, therefore, “ To endue created 
beings with perfedion ; that is to produce 
good cxclufive of evil, k one of thofe Im- 
poflibilities, which even infinite power 
cannot accomplith^” And confeqitcntiy that 
from this dpola^etiojl cauft cir/y, '* The 
wickedoefs and miferics of God^s creatures 
D 4 can 
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cap be fairly reconciled, with Jiis infinite 
power and gocdnefi,” 

Interefting as this fubjea; is, and muft be, 
to every thinking being, our beft conceptions 
w It, muix ftill far fliort of certainty j it ii 
however furcly encumbent on us to adopt 
ludi fentiments (more cfpecially when we 
refolve to broach tliem to ihe world) as will 
appear moft worthy infinite power and in¬ 
finite goodnels.——How far this confidera- 
tion has been regarded in the reveries cited 
in the preceding paragraph, we fubmit to 
our readers; in our own conceptions we 
cannot help faying thofe authors appear to 
iis to have left argument la a much 
worfe ftatc than they found it; and in place 
of a rational apology for their Creator, feem 
the rather tacitly to impeach his power, in 
the firft and greatelV of his attributes; his 
power of creation :^For God is not only 
the creator of angels and men; but creator 
of mm^r alfb | and cogid have made /baf 

perfect, had be fo willed.-Whether God 

coulfd endue created beings with perfedtion, 
or produce good cxclufive of evil, we conceive 
is not the queftion * (although a doubt of it 
IS h)gh1y prefuraptuous, if not impious) but 
the quasrc is whether God could create a 
race of beings, endued with the powers ot' 

e^clite 
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ahfoluH free r^gertc^ % —o’’ certainty of 

which pofitlon, ths poiTibiSIty of fm in 
created beings abi’olutely, and nccefTarily 


depends. 


, How much more rational and fublitne the 
text of Bram^b, which foppofes the Deity’s 
voluntary creation, or penniffion of evil; 
for the exaltation of a race of beitigs, whofe 
geednefi as free agents could not have ex- 
itted without being endued with the con¬ 
tra tied, or opponis powers of doing evil. 


SECT. 
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SECT. III. 

qie Lapfe of Pari of the jPngeUe Bands, 

“ From the creatioQ of the Dekab 
** Legue/py and harmony eDcompaflcd 
" the throne of the eccrnal me, for 
the fpace of Hazaar par Plazaar 
Munnufitur and would have con- 
tinuedtothe end of time,had notenvy 
“ and jcalonfy took poflefliort of Moifa'- 
** Jbor, and other leaders of the angelic 
** bands j amongllwhom wiii R/jaahjiy 
" the next in dignity to Mei/q/hori — 
“ they, unmindful of the blcfling of 
** their creation, and the dudes enjoined 
** them, rejed the powers of peijeilkn, 
'* which the eternal one had gracioufly 
“ hcilowed upon them, exerted their 
powers of imperfeBhn, and did evil 
“ in the fight of the eternal one.—T hey 
“ withheld their obedience from him, 
** and denied fubmiiBon to his we- 

• A phriTe often made ufe of in the ^hapah to ex* 
prefs ia&nitecxtcnGon or duiaticin cf time; thewonl 
Aftamuaiurin k's abfolqte and iiteraJ fcnfe witl be fub- 
fequcndjr cxpJaii]^ ; the word Hauer, Uteially fig- 
nifics a thoufand; Ham«r far HuzeBr, thoufwtcfs 
upon thoufands. 

** gerejify 




« and Hts coadjutorSi 

i« and SiV^. and faid to themfelves— 
“ We will rulel—And fearlefs of the 
“ omnipotence, and anger of Ack Crea- 
** tor, they fpread ihck evil imagina- 
** tions annongft the angelic hoft, de- 
ceived them, and drew a large portion 
f* of them from their allegiance.—And 
** there was a feparadon from the throne 
“ ofthe eternal ON E.'—Sorrow leized tlw 
faithful angelic fpkita, and angoiih 
was now fit ft known in heaven. 

' 4-1 
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SECT. IV. 

The Pmijhment sf Delinqueni Dthiab. 

. *' The eternal one, whole ommfdence, 
*' prelcience and influence, extended to 
*' all things, except the actions of 
“ beings, which he had created free j 
** beheld with grief and anger, the de- 
** fcilion of Moijajhcrt Rhaahon, and 
*' the other angelic leaders and fpirits.— 
** Merciful in his wrath, he fent Bir- 
** mahf and Sieh., to admoniflt 

** them of their crime, and to perfwade 
them to return to their dutVi™— 
** but they exulting in the imaginauon 
** of their independence, continued in 
" difobedience.—The eternal one then 
*' commanded Skh*^ to go armed with 
** his omnipotence, to drive them from 
" the Mahab Surgo -f-, and plunge 
them into the Onaerab if, tlicre 


* Why was fent on this command has been 
already^ explained in our intirodiidioji. 

f Supreme heaveUtleraJlv thi from 

Jlfirhoht gtfift j and Surgj^ high j eminent in n Ideal 
fejife, the firmament being commonly diitingulDieii^ 
by the by the name of S^rgo- 

^ Ondfr^ initrtfi darififjs^ 

dooaied 
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..doomed to 

.. JfcoMr jiar Hmiar Mumiuaturs . 
phdnrf in n p%«ains "««) ™rfcy!»jE. 


T 


R E M A S K S* 

11 AT iTierc was a dcfeaion or rebeT- 
* lion in heaven, the records of 
ftcred and ptophane, bear alluhve teftimony 
o^-we WinJet aver, that th.s opmion 
Ljk its rife from the doannes of the Bra- 
jTjini though St is moft probabk it did; be 
this as it may, we cannot 
that the conceptions conveyed by the 
tab, of this extraordinary event, are more 
confiftent with, and do gr^eamr to tt^e 

dicnitv of an omnipotent ^ f 

himde'd down to us in fables of the Sages, 
Poets and Philofephers of E^pt, Greece aii_ 

_From ihefe our Milteti copied, 

with extravagance of genius and invenUon,— 
They all, without exception, unworthily im¬ 
peach God’s omnipotence by the powers of 

intention given to the ^ 

oppofe their Creator m arms and battle i and 
although facred writ f to countenance 

this warfare in heaven, it can only allude 
to the net of expulfion of the delinquents, 
as any other interpretation would Icffen om¬ 
nipotence. 

+ Reveladons, chap. xii. vsr. 7, 

The 
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The S&ajlah opens this fcciicn by denying 
the prefciencc of God touching the anions 
of free agents j the defend this 

dt^tna by alleging, his prefciencc in this 
cafe, is utterly repugnant and contradiaory 
to the very nature and eflenceoffree agency, 
which on fuch terms could not have exifted! 


S E C T. 
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SECT. V, 

Tbe Mkigat/m of the Punipmfnt of tht 
iielinquent Dcbiehy tind ibetr Jinat Jen- 
“ tince. 

“ The rebclljpus Ddtah groaned under 
“ the difplcafurc of their Creator in 
« the OpderaL\ for t!ie fpace of me 
•* Aftiimiifttur ; during which period, 

*t ^irmebf Pififtoo and Sitbt and the 
“reft of the faithful lyebtcbj never 
ccafcd imploring the eternal one, for 
** their pardon and reftoration.—— 

“ The eternal one, by thrir intcrccllion 
“ at length relented,—^and although he 
** could not forelee the eSedt of his 
** mercy on the Ititure conduft of the 
“delinquents: yet unwilling to reiin- 
“ quifh the hopes of ihdr repentance, 
“ he declared hts will.——That they 
“ ftiould be re leafed fronn the Qndtruh, 
“ and be placed in fach a ftate of 
“ try cl and prthathnt that they fliall 
ftiU have power, to work out their 
“ own falvation. The eternal one then 
“ promulgcd his gracious intentions, 
“and delegating the power and govern- 
“ mentof ihzMahab Surgo^ to Biroiah.\ 

“ he 
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he retired {t'.tobimfhijt and became in- 
“ viHble to al[ the angelic hoflrj for che 

“ fpacc of hi'-e thoufand years. - At 

the end of this period he manifdled 
hhnielf agaiEi, refumed the throne of 
light, and appeared in his glory.— And 
the faithful angelic bands^ celebrated 
** his return in longs of gladnefs. 

Wf:en all vi*as hufhed I — the eter- 
'* nai 0 N E faid , let ihtDufmeah^tidiib^ of 
“ the fifteen£(i^c£ni "f* of purgation and 
** purification appear, for the refidence 
“ of the rebellious Gebfab, — And it 
“ infiantly appeared. 

And the eternal one faid, let 
** Rso armed with my power, defeend 
to the new creation of ihzDutmeabcu- 
'* dab^ and rcleafc the rebclliotis Dcbiab 
" from the Qudirabr and place them 
in the lowcft of the fifteen Bahujis. 

“ Etjimo flood before the throne and 
faid. Eternal one, 1 have done as 
thou hall commanded. - And all 

■ or dmntahy tie Murld, Dtinncsl'mdah^ 

the or tht vidvtrfe. 

■j- BeLos^i^ or filanttt. 

X Why Sr/lnsf was fcnt an this fervicc we have a]- 
learfy explained Ui our intruduiftion. 

" the 
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** the faithful angelic hoft, flood with 
** aflonlfhment, aqd beheld the won- 
derS} and fplendor of the dew creation 
«* of the Dumeab&idab, 

And the Eternal one fpake again 
unto Bifhtet} and faid.— I will form 
bodies for each of the dalin queue 
Debtabf which fljall for a fpacc be 
their prifon and habitation •, in the 
** conhnes of which, they (hall be fub- 
** je£l to natural erils, in proportion 
to the degree of their original guilt.*— 
** Do thou and command them to 
“ hold thcmfelves prepared to enter 
thereu), and they fli^l obey thee. 

** And Bijineo flood again before the 
throne, and bowed and faid, Erernal 
ONE, thy commands are fulhikd.— 
And the faithful angelic hofl, flood 
** again aflonlflied, at the wonders 
** they heard, and lung forth the praile 
and mercy of the Eternal one. 

When all was hulhed f the Erernal 
*' ONE faid again unto Bijih<^Ot The bodies 
whi^ I will prepare for the rccep- 
Uon of the rebellious Deblsb, ihaU 
** be fubjedt to change, decay, death. 
Part II. E ‘‘ and 
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and ttnewa!, from the pnaciplea 
wherewith fliall form them j and 
** through ihefe mortal bodies* {hall the 
•* delinquent undergo alternately 

** eighty f^ert changes, or (ranfmtgra- 
** ticns -f fubjedl more or Icfs, to the 
confequeDCCS of natural and moral 
evil, in a juft proportion to the dc- 
** gtee <jf their ori^nal guilti and as 
** their actions through thole fncoellivc 
forms* {hall coirefpond with the li- 
mited powers which I fliall annex 
to each;—and this (hall be their 
** ftate of pimijhmcnt and purgation, 

•* And it fhall be,—Tliat when the 
« rebellious Dibtah ftiall have accom- 
pHflied and paiTed through the eighty 
** feven tranfmigrations—they fliall from 
** my abundant favor* aimnate a new 
**',form, and thou fhalt call it 

** Ghojj *. 

* 

And it fliaU be,—That when the 
mortal body of the ^fliall by a 
“ wafw/fl/decay, become inanimate, the 

• delinquent Dehtob ft^H* from niy 
“ more abundant favor, animate die 

* Ghiij, the cow; Ghvija!, tows} Gnlj^tsrryf a 
caw-bojfc» 
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** form oF Mhurd —snd id this form 
** I wll] enlarge Eheir intelleftoai powers* 
even as when i h'rfl; created them trcei 
** and in this form Ihall be their chief 
ftatc of their trial and prebation* 

** The Gboij fliail be by the delin- 
** qucni Dehtab^ deemed facred and 
** holy, for it fliall yield them a new 
and more dele^fable food* and cafe 
them of part of the labor, to which 
** r have doomed them.—And they 
lhall not cat of the Gbffijf nor of tlie 
** fiefli of any of the mortal bodies, 
which I (hall prepare for their habiia- 
tion, whi,ther it creepeth on Murts^ or 
** fwimmeth in Jboak -f-, or %eth in 
** Oajimatm for their food (hall be 
the mrlk ot the Cboijf and the fruita 
*' of Mario, 

** The mortal forms wherewith I 
“ fliall encompafs the delinquent Dt'i- 
" tab are the work of my hand, they 
** fhalJ not be deflroyed, but left to 
their natural decay; therefore which* 
“ foever of the D^hfab^ fliall by dc- 

* Mhuri^ the coniine>n naitae of jhab, from 
•naner, or earth* 

-f water, fluid, | The ttir, 

E a " iigned 
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** (igned violence bring about the di^* 
** folution of the mortal forms, ani- 
•* mated by their delinquent brethren, 
** —Thou Siebi ihalt plunge ibe of- 
** fending fpirit into the Onderahj for 
a fpace, and he Qialt be doomed to 
pafs again the eighty-ninc tranlmi- 
grations, whutfoever ftage he may 
be arrived' to, at the time of fuch 
** his oifence, —But whofoever of the 
** delinquent Debiaifj fliall dare to Jrer 
*• violence, from the mortal 

"* form, wherewith I fhall inclofc him, 
“ — Thou Sieb flialt plunge him into 

** the Otidi:rei} for ever, -He lhall 

" not again have the benefit of the 
“ fifteeu Bohfins of purgation, proba- 
tion, and purification. 

** And 1 will diflinguiih by tribes and 
kinds, the mortal bodies which I have 
** dcflined for the punithment of the 
** delinquentand to thelebodies 
” I will give difierent forms, qualities 
** and faculties, and they fhall ivmVr and 
** propagate each other in their tribe 
** and kind, according to a natural 
“ in:ipuire which J will implant in 
** themj and from this natural union, 
** there Qiall proceed a fucceflioii of 

“ forms i 
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forms f each in bis kind and tribe, 
** that the progreffive tranfmigrations of 
the delinquent fplrirs, may not ceafe. 

But whofoever of the delinquent 
Dtbtab Jhal! unite with any form out 
of his own tribe and kind ; thou 
** Sieb ihalt plunge the offending Ipiric 
** into the Onderab, for a fpace, and 
he fliall be doomed to pafs through 
** the eighty-nine tranfmigratidnp, at 
" whatfoever ftage he may be arrived, 
at the time he committed fuch of- 
fence. 

And if any of the delinquent 
** Di'btnl} (hall (contrary to the natural 
** impulfe which 1 (hall implant in the 
forms which they ihall animate! dare 
** to unite in fuch.unnatural wife, as 
may fruffrate the increafo of his 
trite and kind} thou ^S/c^lhalt plunge 
them into the OriJerab for ever.— 
And they fliall rot again be entitled 
*« to the benefit of the fifteen Bokem 
** of purgation, probation and purifi> 
** cation. 

“ The delinquent and unhappy 
“ tabf fliall yet have it in their power, 
E 3 “ to 
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** to IcUen and ibfcen their pains and 
punifhment, by the fweet intercourfe 
** of fociai compafts ; and if they love 
" and chcrifli one another, and do mu- 
<* tual good offices, and affift and cn- 
“ courage each other in the work of 
repentance for their crime of difobe- 
" dknee j J wdl rtrtngthen their 
good intentions, and they ffiall hnd 
lavor.-^—it they perfecute one 
another,! will comforr theperfecuted^ 
*' and the perfccutors £hall never enter 
** the ninth B^toaUi even the ^ji £<j- 
** boon of purification, 

« And it fliall be,—That if the n.B- 
“ tiih benefit ihcmfelves of mv favor 
in their eighty-ninth tranfmjgratjon 
*' of Mburd^ by repentance and good 
works, thou Bijinoo fisalt receive 
*' them into thy Bbfojn and convey them 
to the lecond Beboon of punifhment 
** and purgation, and in this wUe lhalt 
** them do, until they have palled pro- 
*' greflivt ty the eight Beboinsof puniJh. 

ment, purgation, and probation, when 
“ thiir punidiment iliali ccafe,and thou 
(halt con^-ey them to the ninth * even 
the firft of purification. 
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Bat it fliall be,—That if the re- 
*' beUious Dekab, do not benebt of 
mj fiivor in the eighty-ninth tranf- 
“ migration of Mburdj according to 
** the powers, wherewith I will inveft 
them i —-ThottS/f^, fhalt return them 
*' for a fpace into tlie Onderah^ and 
from thence after a time which I 
“ fhall appoint, Biflttm Ibait replace 
them to the lowed BoBeen of pnnilb^ 
ment and purgation for a fecond 
** trial )^and in this wife lhall they 
** fuffcr, until by tlieif repentance and 
perfcvcrance in good works, duritg 
** their eighty-ninth mortal tranfmigra- 
** tion of Mburdj they fhall attain the 
** ninth Bohoont even the firll of the 
” leven of purification.'—For it 

is decreed that the rebellious DeBfab 
” ftiaU not enter the Mtibab ^urgo^ 
** nor behord my face, until they have 
^ palled the eight Bsl'osns of punifh- 
ment, and the feven BoBcons of pu> 
** rification, 

** When the angcUc faithful hoft, 
** heard all that the Eternal one had 
“ fpokeu, and decreed, concerning the 
** rebellious De&tahi they fung forth 
** his praifc, his power, and juftire. 

E 4 *• When 
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” When all was huihcd I the Eternal 
“ ONE faid to the aogeJic hoft, I will 
extend my grace lo tlie rebellious 
DSfuh, for a certain fpace, which I 
" wdl divide into fauijegues «.^In the 
« firft of the four jegues, J will, that 
the term of their probation in the 
» eighty ninthtranfmigrationof 
" fhaD extend to ico.ooo years—in 
" the fecond of the four Jogu^s, their 
*' term of their probation io MkurJ^ 

** Jhall be abridged to j 0,000 years_. 

in the third of the four Jogaes^ it 
£haU be yet abridged to zooo years 
“ —and in the fourth yogue to one 
100 years only,—^And the angelic 
*' hofl, celebrated in ihouts of joy, the 
mercy and forbearance of God. 

When all was hulhed I the Eter- 
** nal oNf; faid. It /hall be^—That when 
** the rpace of time, which I have 
decreed for the duration of the Dan-- 
“ twahsudabf and the fpace which my 
mercy has allotted for the probation 
of the fallen Dtbtab^ ihall be ac^ 
complliljcd, by the revolutions of the 
four yogua ,—in that day, fhould 
there he any of them who remaining 

* agej, precife periixis of time. 

reprobate^ 
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** reprobate, have not pailed the eighth 
** B^eofi of puntihment and probation, 
*' and have not entered the ninth Bo~ 
tmtf even the fitil Botcon of purifi- 
** cation 5 — thou Siei> fiialt, armed with 
my power, caft them into the OWe- 
“ rak for ever, — And thou £halt then 
** dedroy the eight Boboms of punilli- 
** ment, purgation and probation, and 
** they thall be no more.— And thou 
“ BijimQ (hale yet for a fpace preferve 
** the ieven of purljkaiim’^ 

“ until the lyebtahl who have benefited 
** of my grace and mercy, have by thee 

»* been purified from their fin - - 

and in the day when that (hall be 
♦* accomplifhed, and they are reftored 
lo dieir date, and admitted to mj 
" prefcnce,—thou Sieb (halt then de- 
*' firoy the ieven ^o^ee^jof purificatioD^ 
** and they (hall be no more, 

- r 

And the angcltc iaithfoJ pod trenj- 
*' bled at the power, and words of 
** the Eternal one, 

• « The Eternal one, (poke again and 
** faid.—I have not withheld my mercy 
from Msi/afoert RbabBoSt and tho 
** reft of the leaders of the rebellious 

‘‘ D^Btabi 
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“ J^fhtahi -but as they thirfled for 

“ power, 1 will enlarge their powers of 
** «w/j- '■ they Ihall have liberty to 
** pervade, and enter into the dght 
“ Boboom of purgation and probation, 
and the delinquent Dtbtah, fliall be 
*• expofed and open to the fame temp- 
** rations, that firft inftigafcd their re- 
“ volt: but the exertion of thofe en- 
larged powers, which I will give to 
** the rebellions leaders, fhall be/p f/ew, 
** the fource of aggravated guilt, and 
punlfhmcnti and the refinance made 
to their temptations, by the perverted 
Hehtsh j Ihall be to me the great 
“ of the lincerity of iheir forrow 

and repentance, 

“ The Eternal one ceafed, — And 
the faithful hoft Ihouted forth longs 
*' of praile and adoration, mixed with 
lamentation for the fate 
** of their lapJed brethren.——They 
" communed amongft themlelves, and 
** with one voice by the mouth of 
■B^7/w,belbught the Eternal one, that 
“ they might have permilSoa to de- 
“ feend occalionally to the dgbt Bo-' 
boom of puniflament, and purgarion, 
/* loalTume the form of Mittrd, and 

by 
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by their prefence, council and ex- 
ample, guard the unhappy and per- 
“ verted a^ainfl: the further 

** tempratlogs of Minfafsor^ and the 
“ rebellious tcaderj.—The Etiemal orrs 
*' adcntcd, and the faithful heavenly 
“ baj^dg, (houted their fongs ot glad- 
nefs and tbankf^ivingi. 

** When all was hudicd I the Eter- 
nal ON efpake again and faid,—Dothou 
** Birmabf arrayed in my glory, and 
arided with my power, defeend to 
“ the iow'eft B^booti i i puniihment and 
** purgation, and make known to the 
** rebeliious Xiebtab, the words that I 
** have uttered) and the decrees which 
I have pronounced agalntl them, and 
“ fee they enter into the bodies, which 
** I have prepared for them. 

And Bimiab flood before the 
“ throne, and faid. Eternal oKE I have 
done as thou haft commanded.-^ 
1 he delinquent Hekoh rejoice in 
** thy mercy, confeis thejufliccof ihy 
** decrees, avow thejr forrow and re- 
** pentance, and have entered into the 
** mortal bodies which thou baft pre- 
f pared for them,” 
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Remarks, 

^ * 

E foregoing is almoft a litterai tranf- 
* lation from the Chartab Shade Bra- 
TJtabj as we defparred of reaching the fub- 

lime ftile and didifon of the original j_rit 

will not we hope be difpleafing to our rea¬ 
der, if we affift* his memory and recollec- 
tioo by a fecapittilation of the ground work 
of thefe doftrines, prcfented to him in one 
conneded rdcw; the more cfpecially, as we 
<hall alfo be rhereby the better enabled to 
form our ncccflary explanatory remarks. 

We have feen that the original divine in- 
fluutes of Brandi} are Itmpic and Atblimej 
comprehending the whole compals of ail 
that IS j God, Angels, the viHble and invi- 
fible worlds, man and beads j and is corn- 
prized under the following articles of the 
Gento& creed- To writ— 

** That there is one God, eternal, onini- 
nc, omnipotent, and omnifcieni, in all things 
exrapting a prejeknee of the future anions 
^genUi—^^kst God from an impulfe of 
divine love and goodnefs, 6rft created three 
augelic perions to whom he gave precedence, 

though not in equal degree- l^bdi he 

after w'srdK 
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afterwards from the fame impujfe created 
an angelic hoft, whom he placed in fub- 
jeftion to Birmab his firft created, and to 
Biflnco and Skh, as coadjutors to Birmab ,— 
^bai God created them all free, and intended 
they diould all be .partakers of his glory and 
beatitude, on the cafy conditions of their 
acknowledging him their Creator, py'f^S 

obedience to him, and to the three primary 
created perfonages, whom he had put over 
them ,—Tbatt in procefs of time, a large por¬ 
tion of the angelic hod at the infhgattcii 
of M&ifafmT and others of their chief lea¬ 
ders, rebelled and denyed the fupremacy of 
their Creator, and refnlrd obedience to his 
cotnm.mdg. That in confequence the rebels 
were excluded heaven, and the light of their 
Creator, and doomed to bnguilh lor cvt:r in 
forr^ and darkmjl. ^bat, after a time, 
by the inicrcellion of the three primary^ 
and the red of the faithful angelic beings, 
God relented, and placed the delinquents in 
a more faderable 4alc of punilliment and 
probation, with powers to gain their loft 
happy fiiuation ,—That for that purpofc a 
new creation of the vifible and invjfible 
worlds inllanlineopfly took place, defined 
for the delinquents,—Ti&ji/ the new creation 
confuted of fifteen regions, /even below, 
and ibvea above this terraqueous globe, and 
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that this globe and the feven regions belong 
it are ftages of puniiliment and purgatioo, 
and the fcven above Aages of punfication, 
and coorcqin;nt]y that this globe is the eighth* 
laA and chief Aage of punilhment, purgation 
and trial ,—Tlfai mortal bodies were prepared 
by Godj for the rebel angels> //?they 
were for ij^fpace to be imprifoDcd, and fuh- 
jelA to natural and moral evils, more or leis 
painful in proportion to their original guilt, 
snd through which they were doomed to 
tranfmigratc under eighty-nine difle^rent 
forms, the laft into that of when the 
powers of tlie animating rebel fpirits, are 
iuppoled to be enlarged equal to the ftate 
of their firft creation,—under this form 
God refts his chief expedations of their 
repentance and reAoration* and if they fail, 
and continue reprobate under this form, they 
arc returned to the loweft region, and fen* 
fenced to go through the fame courfe of pu- 
Jiilhment, until they reach the ninth region, 
or firft ftage of purification, where although 
they ceafe from puniflimtiit, and gain rV 
tnifiion and forgivends of their guilt of 
rebellioni! yet, they are not permitted to 
enter heaven, nor behold their Creator, be¬ 
fore they have pafTcd the feven regions of 

purification- 7lat the rebel-leaders* had 

power given them by God, to enter the 
4 eight 
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eight regions of putiifljment and probation> 
and that the faithful angelic fpirits, had pcr-^ 
mtdion occafiooaily to defcend to thofc re¬ 
gion to guard the delinquents again ft the 
attempts of their leaders, thst-^ 

coDkquently, the fouls, or fpirits which ani¬ 
mate every mortal form, arc delinquent 
angels in a ftatc of punilliment, for a lapfc 
from innocence, in ^ prs-exijimi Hate. 

We will prefumc to fay, that the difference 
bemTcn the dcdrincs hitherto imputed, to 
tbcfc ancient people, when compared with 
the original tenets of the Chart ah Blade, 
will now appear to obvious to the learned 
and curious reader, that a further dilcuflion 
of this point, is we conceive nccdlcft, and 
would in truth be a tacit rededtion upon hla 
underftanding.—Vet we are far from con¬ 
demning the authors, who liavc treated on 
this fubjeiti they took their information from 
the lights they had;—ic is only to 
regretted, that in place of drinking at the’ 
fountain head, they have fwallpwed the 
muddy ftreams which flowed from theCiij- 
Arj&and Aaghtcrrah B/jades,~-'Yhc author oa 
his depariiire from Bengal in the year 1750 , 
imagmed himfelf well informed in the Gert- 
tat religion, his knowledge had been ac¬ 
quired by oonverGitioris with the Bramlns 

of 
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of tliofe Bhadis who were near, as filtJe ac-i 
quainted with the Chartah Bbade of Bra^ 
"mab, as he was himfclf, and he had then 
thoughts of obtruding his crude notions on 
the public, bad not a different neceffary ap¬ 
plication of his time luckil/ prevented him* 

When we perufe fome portions of MiUan^i 
account of the rebellion and expulffon of the 
angels, we are almoff led to Imagine, on 
comparifon, that Bramab and he were both 
inffrudted by the fame fpirit; had not the 
Ibaring, ungovernable, inventive genius of 
the latter, infligated him to i|luffratie his 
poem with feenes too grofs and ludicrous, 
as well as manifcftly repugnant to, and in- 
conffffent widi, fentiments we ought to en¬ 
tertain of an omnipotent Being (as before 
remarked) in which we rather lear he was 
infpired by one of thefe malignant fpirits 
(alluded to in the Sbaflab and eliewhere) 
who have from their original defedhon,. been 
the declared enemies of God and Man ,—— 
For however w'eare alfonithed and admire the 
lublimity of Milhn^s genius, we can hardly 
fbmecimes avoid concluding his conceits tr ue- 
ly diabolical.—But this by the by,— 

Our readers are now poflefled for the hrft 
time of a faithful account of the Metemp^ 

* fycbsfis 


^ ( 6J ) 

Jychp of the —commonly called 

the trailfmigration of ibuls^ a term hitherto 
we believe little underftood, that this doc¬ 
trine was onginally peculiar to the 
will not admit of doubt, although in after 
times it was embraced by the Magi 

by fume fc£ls amongft the and 

Tartars. '^Pytbagoras, who favored this 
doftnne, and was a convert to it, labored 
to introduce it amongft his country-men the 
Grakj^ but failed in the attempt. He fuc- 
cccdcd betierwith them, in the theogony, cof- 
mogony and mythology of the Bramm 
Aiigbtorrab Bhadf Sbajlab, although thefc 
conftitutcd no part of the original theology 
ot Bramah, 

As we have referved a part exprefly for a 
diffettauon on the dodlrmc of the Metemp- 
jyeb^s^ we ivill avoid funher mention of k 
here; but as the Bramim of the Chafak and 
AagbtcrrahBbadts, inculcate and teach many 
cotollary branches of doarine whkh fprinJ 
from this root, it is necclTaty that we fedtl 
a few of the moll cftabljflicd ones. 

•' When the delinquent Dekab, by the 

^ Part Jr. “p- '“'f 
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Jlhonhofii itid tbc reft of the rebel leseJers* 
were fo ftruck with the goodnefs and mercy 
of the Eternal onb , that theyperfevered in a 
pious refignation and true penitence, during 
tbe firft of the four fegues, and multitudes 
afeended, and palTed through Ae fifteen 
Eokenh and regained their forfeited eftalc. 

_This period of time is called in tbe Staf- 

iab the Sattti JoptCj when the term of the 
fpirits probation in Mburd, was extended 
to one hundred thoufand years. 

In the fieond of t'R^ fouryogun, Moifafaor 
and the rebel leaders fo effetlually oterted 
their indueace over the delinquent 
that they loon began to forget their crime 
and difregard their punilhment in the Qiide- 
Tsib\ they rejected the councils and examples 
of the guardian IDcbtcihr and ftood a jtewd 
tims in defiance of their Creator j and JVfjw>- 
fmr drew over one third of the remaining 

unpurified fpirits.-This period is dlftin- 

guifoed in the Sbafab, by the name of the 
Tlrtab which the Eternal one 

retreoched the term of the Ipirits probation 
in Mhurd, to ten thoufand years. In this 
Jogae howei^er, many perfevered in good- 
nei’sj afeended thfough the fifteen BoboonSt 
and regained the Ain bob Sorgo, 
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Inthcthirdofthefour^ig^OTj, Moifa^^ 
influence iocreafed, and he drew over half 
of the remaining unpurified fpirb, in each 
of the eight Bt/hosm of punifhtnent and pro¬ 
bation. This period is called in the Sbafiab^ 
the Duapaar, or D’vsapaar Jsgue, in which 
the term of probation in Mburd, was re¬ 
duced to one thoofand year^-; yet in this 
y^gut there were many who afeended and 
regained the Mabab Surgo. 


r i!^ Maljhjbor acquired 

K full poircffion of the hearts of the remainirir 
delinquent DM as when they firft rofc 
in rcbelliuo with him, with vejf few cx- 
ceptJons j this period in the Sbajab is called 
the KoUe Jeguf, m which the term of pro¬ 
bation in Miurd is limited to one hundred 
ywfs only.—Yet even this affords fomc 
mftances of the delinquent fpirits furmount- 
ing the eight lower BMs, by penitence 
and good works i notwithflanding the un¬ 
wearied ddigenccof J£&r^&«B,and 

the reft of the rebellious leaders, and dclin- 
quent Drbtab, who had a fccond time fallen 
under ms influence/' 


The/cur or ages having been fo 
ft«quently mentioned in the laft paragraphs, 
cannot do better than explain their mean* 


ing 
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ing here, as fuch, explaDatlori would proye 
too long for a note, ft may be remembered, 
they are called the Suttee the TiTiah 

yogutt the Dupaar yogutt and the Kniee 
yogiic i we will rpeak to each in their order. 

The Suttee JoguCt^v the Jird age, literally 
the age of truth, figuratively the age of 
gooduefs j—in this age E.ndterh fabled to be 
born, according to the Augbt&rrab Bbadei 
and appointed Kingof theUniverfc—the word 
E}ideer literally fignifies good, and is in 
that Shajlab oppofed id MaifafoDr or c’vih 
and the various battles laid to be fought be¬ 
tween this rebel angel and Endcer^ and their 
delcendants in every yogm^ allegorically ex¬ 
hibit the confiiifts and progrels of gndd and 
in the univerfe j Eiideer^^ being ap¬ 
pointed univerfat Monarch in the Suttee 
yogugj alludes to the ftate of the delin¬ 
quent Debtab in this age, upon their emer¬ 
ging from the Onderaby when the impref- 
fion of God’s mbey afted lb pawcrfully on 
their hearts, as to preferve them in penitence 
and purity, during this age, notwithftanding 
tlie utmoft efforts of Mtu/afasr for e^ii) and 
his adherents, to engage them in a fecond 
defedban.—From the word Suttee (truth) 
the word Sanfab m Bengali, and Suteby in 
the Moors are derived,—^ny one acquainted 
1 in 
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in the Icaft degree with (hofe tongues, knows 
that the phrafe Sanfab Kotah^ in the one, 
and Sulcb Bbadi^ in the other, is commonly 
ufed to aSert the verity of any thing ad¬ 
vanced, and limply figiiifies, wsrdi qf tnitb. 

The Tirtdb yaguCr or fecond age,--By 

the term prefiiced to this age, the order oif 
the Jsguts flioulJ feem inverted, as the word 
in Us limple conftrndlion fignifies third .— 
The words, icen^tarab, lifi^ irtjh^ and tetrsfi^ 
whkh cxprcis the numbers three, tldrteen, 
tivcnty-iliree, thirty and thirty-three, are all 
derivatives from the Sanjerify l^irtahy or 
‘Tirtiay as it is fometimes wrote, and means 
the third, but oftener the tbird party as iti 
the prefent iiiftance, where the term Tirtah 
yogut given to the fecond age, is aliufive to 
the fecond defeAion of one third of the re¬ 
maining unpurified delinquent fpirits, from 
that penitence and purity which governed 
them in the Suttee y$gue .—In this age Rbaam 
is fabled to be born for the protection of the 
delinquent Dekab, againll the fnares and 
attempt of Moijajbcr and his adherents.'— 
The word Rbauw in the Saii/irit, literally 
fignifies protedor, but in many parts of the 
Augbtorrab Bbade this perfbnage is men¬ 
tioned in a more extended fenfe, as the pro- 
teflor of kingdoms, ftates and property.— 
F 3 Hhaam ! 
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Rbaata f Hhaam ! is ufed as a pious faluta- 
tion, betwrcrn two Gentm when they meet 
in ihc morning, thereby recommending each 
other’s perfon and property to the protcdlion 
of this Demi-god. 

The Du&paar Jsgmt or third age. — This 
term prefixed to the tiiird age, ail Hides to 
the fecond defeflion from penitence and 
goodnefs of one half of tlie remaining unpu-r 
rifled Hehtiih—’^ua.f or d'w^ fitnply ftgntfies, 
two, or tlie fecoDd, but here by the addition 
of pmr^ it means the half-, thus duapaar 
deen, exprefles half the day, and duapaar 
rbaat half the night,—that is if the phrafe 
iflues from the mouth of a polite Genioo — 
but the vulgar wonld fay adah dem and aiab 
rhaatf adah being the common Sengaf word 
for half.—In the beginning of this fagae 
the Aughiorrah Bbade fixes the birth of Khf 
f€n l‘agboor .—The word in the San- 
fartt fignifies a fcoorge, and this being is 
JQ that Bbade frequently diflinguidled as the 
fcourge of tyrants and tyranny.^-Ti^tfffr li¬ 
terally means revered^ fejpepted, and ie a com* 
mon appellation given to Bramins. 

The Koke fogue, or the fourth and pre- 
fent ^gt.—Kj}he in the Sanjhrit dgnides cor- 
FMptipn, pollution, impurity^ confcquently 

Kqkf 
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yeeue means the age of pollution. 

In this age (fay the Bramins) children flwli 
bear falle wimefs againft ibeir parents, and 
before the expiration of tl—the 
the Mhur^ by the wickcdnefs of the rebel¬ 
lious Ddtph that animates '^^^11 be fo re¬ 
duced. that he will not be able to pluck a 
Bvsofi (herengtioh *) without the help of a 
ho&ed llick.—Wehave often, whilft at the 
head of the Judicial court of Cuteberry at 
aicutto. heard the moa atrocious murders 
and crimes confeffed, and .n extenuation of 
them attempted, by pleading, 1 / st-ir; /if 
KoUi Yofi/c.—How far the poetical conceits 
of Ooidt and others, touching the golden, 
&c a'^es. have been framed from Bramab s 
Jour Jogucs, we leave to the Inveftigation of 
ihe curious. 

It is an eftabliaicd doArinc of the Jugh~ 
iorrab Bbade, that the three prim ^created 
perfonages. as well as the reft of the hea- 
tenl? angelic faithful fpmts, have from time 
to time according to the perrnimon given 
them bv God, delcended to the eight Bo- 
boon of punilhment, and have voluntarily 
fubieaed themlclves to lUe feelings of na¬ 
tural and moral evil, for the fake of theic 
brethren, the delinquent Dfkab, And to 

• The Eig Phiiu , 

F 4 this 
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this end, have undergone the etgh(y-nine 
tranfmigrations ♦ ; and that'it is thqie bene¬ 
volent ipirits, who have at different times 
appeared on this earthly region, tinder the 
mortal forms and names of Endeer, Era- 
mab^ Jaggtrnaut, Edjfen Tagesr^ Rhami^ 
LuccGfi, I^lhe^ {oTKalkeJ Surfmtie^ Qun- 
ittSj RariiCj 6Lic<- ^That have oppofed and 
fought againff Mn^fcor^ Rbaabo/it and their 
inir^uitous adherents -and have proved 
themfclves under the various charaflers of 
K.ings, Generals, Philolbphcrs, Lawgivers 
and Prophets, fliining examples to the de¬ 
linquent Eiebiahj of ffupendous courage, for¬ 
titude, purity and piety.—That their vifna- 
tions v\ere frequent during the ^trfab, and 
Duapaar JaguH, but rare fince the com¬ 
mencement of the Koke Jague^ becaufc in 
this age the delinquent Debt^ in general arc 
deemed utterly reprobate, and hardened in 
their wickedncis beyond the power of coun¬ 
cil or example fo that they are in a manner 
left, and given up to their oivti f'o'iVfrsj and 
abandoned to the full influence of Mm- 
Jafoor. -But that there arc Hill in every 

* Hfncc die Gfntc}! dread of killing even by acci- 
oent any ibin^ ibat has life, at thereby ibey may not 
only djlpoflef, the fpirits of their allied D/kaii, bnt 
alio, ttnjfc of the celcilial Hthtab^ who are workini^ 
for tbcir redetnptl{}|]. “ 

period 
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period of lime fome few initances of the de-< 
iinquems excrticjn of their G-mn pvwin for 
their lalvation, and that when this is mani- 
feft to God, he permits the edeffia] Drbid> 
invilibly to aid, confirm, and fuppori them. 

Although the Shajiab of Bramab denies 
the prefeience of God refpeftingthe adtions 
of iree-agents, yet the Bremim maintain 
that his knowledge extends to the thoughts of 
every created being, and that the moment a 
iboughi is conceived by the loui or iplrit, it 
is fympadiedcally conveyed to God.—It is 
upon th'a principle that the adorations, pray¬ 
ers, petitions and thankfgivings, wliicli the 
Gcntoai prefer to the Deity himfelf arc ofilired 
in folcmnfilencei but it is not fo with regard 
to the invocations and worfliip, infthuted by 
. the Atigblorrab Bkati^ to be paid to the fub- 
ordinate celeftial beings, for tbefe are ad- 
dreffed in loud prayer, joined to the clang 
of various naufical inftruments. 

We have already flighdy touched on the 
religious veneration paid to the GbeiJ in a 
particular diftridl: of Betigalli although it is 
beyond doubt, that their devotion to this ani¬ 
mal was univerCil throughout Iniojian in 
former times.—The original fource of this 
regard, was of a iwo fold nature, as a rclU 
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gtousand poiitica! inllitution: firft, in a reli¬ 
gious fenfcj as Iioldlng in the rotation of the 
the rank i named lately pre¬ 
ceding the human form^ this conception is 
the true caulc of that devout, and fometimes 
cnthuliaftic veneration paid to this animated 
form, for the Bratnrm inculcate that when 
the fuders death by accident or vio¬ 
lence, or through the neglefl of the owner, 
it is a token of God’s wrath againft the 
wickednefs of the fpjrit of tie prepristort 
who from thence is warned that at the dlflb- 
lution of his human form, he will not be 
deemed worthy of entering the firll: Bsia&n of 
purification, hut be again condemned to return 
to the lowcfl; region of punifhment: hence 
jt is, that not only mourning and lamenta¬ 
tion enfuc on the vi -lent death of cither cow 
or ciilf—^bul tile proprietor is frequently cn-' 
joined, and oftencr voluntarily undoirtakes, a 
three years pilgrimage in expiation of his 
crime, forfaking his family, friends and re¬ 
lations, he fdblifbs during his pilgrimage on 
charity and alms.—It is worthy remark, 
that the penitent thus circumftanccd, ever 
meets with the deeped contmiferation, as his 
flate is deemed truely pkiabie; two inllances 
have fallen within our own knowledge where 
the penitents have devoted themfeivcs to the 
fervice of God, and a pilgrimage during the 
term of their life. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, tUc Gheij is venerated by the 
Gerttm in a political fcnfc, as being the moft 
uleft:] and ncceflary of the whole animal 
creatioD, to a people forbid feeding on 
flelh, or on any thing that had breathed the 
breath of life j for it not ooly yielded to 
them dcleftablc food, but was otherways , 
effendally ferviceable in the cuklwatioo of 
their hnds; on which depended their ve¬ 
getable fobhftence. 

The Gentooi hold that the fenialcs of all^ 
animated Ibrms arc, more or Icfs, favored ot 
God, but more eminently in the form of 
Moitiih in the eighty-ninth tranlmigra- 
tion; the word fignifics excellent^ and is ap¬ 
plied to the female of Mburd j Rbaan is the 
common name for woman, though itufuaUy 
means a married M^tyshf and the G€ntf>s 
PrincefTcs have no higher title than Rbamte* 
The female or Mciyah of Mhurd, is fup- 
polcd to be animated.by the moll benign and 
lead culpable of the apollaic angels, and 
that from this form, in every period of 
the four fogues^ an infinitely greater number 
of the deltntjueni fpirits, have entered the 
firft region of purification, than from thij 
form of Mburd, 

The hidden death of infants, the Bramim 
fay, marks the fpirit favored of God, and 
7 that 
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that it is immediately receiFcd into the bofonj 
of (the prefers*er) and conveyed to 

the fiifl region ofpurificatiDn,—The fudden 
death of adults, on the contrary, they pro- 
noiince a mark of God’s wrath againft the 
animating fpirit, as it’s term of probation in 

Mbiirdf is cut fhort.-The great age of 

man, when it is accompanied with the en¬ 
joyments of his faculties and nnderftanding, 
is pronounced by the Bramim to be the 
grcaiefl; blelling God can beftow upon this 
mortal fiate, as tliereby the term of the 
fpirits probation is prolonged; adding that the 
Jimited fpace of one hundred years, decreed 
by Gad in thcprefenijft/?ey^«f,is full fhort 
for the works of repentance and goodnefs, 
and that when the life and underflanding is 
preferved beyond that limited term, it ought 
to be deemed a fignal mark of God’s fpecial 
grace and favor. 

Longevity, in (what we call) the brute 
creation, is by the Bramim efteemed a mark 
of the great delinquency of the fpirits which 
animate thofe tribes, becaufc they are fo long 
debarred and with-licid from their great and 

chief ftate of probation in Mhurd, _The 

Cenmi eftimatc the greater or lefler delin¬ 
quency of the apoflate fpirits, by the clafs 
oi mortal forms they arc doomed to inhabit; 

thus. 
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thus, all voracious and undean animals are 
fuppofcd to b« animated by the moft mdig- 
nanUpiritss-ifahog or dog touch a 

ftif, he is defiled, not from the ammanorm, 
but from the perfwafion. that the Dchfub 
animating that form, is a mdi-nant fpirit. 

_Every voracious animaU that inhabits the 

earth, air and waters, and men whofe lives 
and adions are publicly and atrociouQy 
wicked, come under that clafsof fpints,— 
On the contrary, thofe fpirits that animate 
the forms which fubCft on vegetables, and 
do not prey upon each other, are pronounced 
favored of God. 

The gtnsml warfare which is obferved In 
the animal world, whereby the defiruflion 
of one fpecies is the neceffary fupport and 
fubfiftsnee of others, the ^rantias auert is 
the lot of punilhment decreed by God for 
the moft guUty of the apoftitc angels, who 
are thereby made ioftruments of punifti- 
ment to each ether, every of thefe tribes 
being a deftined prey to one anotber.^The 
natural enmity which fomc claffes of ani¬ 
mals bear to others, whereby they live in a 
continued ftatc of war and contention, when¬ 
ever they meet, although they do not fub- 
fift on each other, proceeds they fay from 
the fame eaufci the delinquent Dcbtah being 

deftined 



( 78 ) 

deftmed as a pnmthment, in tliofc forms to 
exercift that propcnfiiy lo hatred, envy, and 
animofity, on one another, which they had 
(a icnpoteijtly dared to exert again ft their 


of animal forms deftined for 
the habitattoo of the delinquent Dt^&fabt are 
not, fay the Bramins, prccifcly [hefjme. on 
repetition of the eighty, nine transmigrations j 

of 

trod i but it is their belief that the lead 
guilty of the Ddia^y transmigrate only 
through thofc forms which by their nature 
are dtihned to fubGft on the vegetable crea¬ 
tion ; and that the three changes immediately 
preceding the ipirits animating the G&oi) 
(mat IS the cigbty-fjfth, eighty-fixth, and 
cighty-fevcnth) are into the moft innocent 
of the f^cics of &irdi, the ^oat and the 
the animals moil: fai^ored of God 
next to the G%' and A/W.^From hence 
the n^id Bram/js execrate with bitlernefs, 
the cruelty of thofe nations, who wickedly 
and wantonly, feleft and flaughter the heft 
beloved created forms of God, namely the 
birds, the goat, the Ihctp. and the cow, 
to fatisfy their unnatural luft of appetite 
m defiance not only to his exprefs command 
and prohibition, but in oppofiLion to the 

natural 
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natural and obviotis cooftruaioD of tlic 
mouth and dlgeftivefaculties of Mhurd, which 
marks hint, dcftined with other forms moft 
favored of God, to feed and fubfift on the fruits 
and produce of the earth with ^e additional 
blefling of the milk of the Ghtjt and of 
other animals.-For this degeneracy, il^y 
account no oiherwife. than piouQy lamenting 
the pitiable ftaie oi Mburd, Gncc the com- 
mcnLtncnt of the K<^Ui jegue, adding, that 
bv iuft confequence the irantgrelBoii carnes 
\L punifliment along with it, for by this af^ 
fembUge of unnatural and forbidden food, 
variety of difeafes are entailed, vsjich cut 
fliort the term of probation m K 

which the delinquent fpuit robs himidt ot 
more than half of that fpace of indulgence 
and trial which bis Creator has graciouQy 
beftowed upon him, and which he by a Irem 
inftauce of hiS difobcdlcncc. ungratefully 

rcjc£ts. 


O'Ufd in his fifteenth book of Mitamrpho~ 
/f'i Introduces P\ibagorm dilTuading mankind 
from kiUing and feeding on his fellow crea¬ 
tures, Our readers will excufe us, if wc tranl- 
cribe fuch parts of hia pathetic arguments, 
as are firi£tly in point with thefuhjea of the 
preceding paragraph. 


“ He 
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‘‘ He firft tht taflc df flcdi, from tabfes drovi 
And aj^etl wdl, if arguments cotild m ove. 

O mortals ! from your fdJows blood abftaia. 

Nor taint your bodief* ^ prophane j 
While corn and pulfc by natiue arc bellow'd. 
And planted orchards bend theJr willing load*; 
While labor'd ^rdeoa wliolffome herbs produce, 
/Wid teeming vines, afford their geoVous juice; 
Nor tardier fruits of cruder kind are loff. 

But tam'd by fire nr mellow'd by the froff; 
While lifnc tn paih, diftcndcd udders bring* 

And bees their honey, redolent of Ipringi 
l^V'hrJc earth, not only tan your needs fupply, 

But Invifti of Jier flares, provides for luxury j 
A gulltlcfs feaft, atIrnTniftcfs with eafe. 

And without blood, is prodigal to pleafr j 
Wild bcaOi their maws, with their llain breth'ren 
And yet netoll.^for tome refufe to kill 
Sheep, goon, and oKcn, and the nobler Heed, 

On browfe and com. und flow'ry mcaddws feed ■ 
Beats, tigers, wolves, the angry lion* brood. 
Whom heaven endu'd with principles of blood, 
He wifely funder’d, from the reft to yell. 

In foreff, and in lonely caves to dwell; 

Where ftfonger beafts, oppreis the weak by night 
And all in prey, and purple fcift, delight, 

« O impIpuB ufe f lo Nature* laws oppofed. 
Where bmvels are. in other* bowels clofcd ; 
Whore fatten'd, by their feibw’s fat they thrive. 
Maintain'd by murder, mid by death, they live; 
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^T« then far noug^r, that tnother Earth provides 
The flarH of all ihc fliows and all flie hides i 
If men with flefliy- morfeds rouJl: be fcd| 

And chaw with bloody teeth the breathing bread i 
What elfe is this* but to devour our guefts, 

Ajid barb‘foully renew Cyclopean fcafts. 

Wc by deflroyirg life, our life fuftair. 

And gorge th' ungodly maw, Vfith meats obfeene. 

“ Not fo Vtie golden age* Svho fed oh fruit. 

Nor durfl: with bloody meals their mouths pollute ; 
Then birds, in airy f^we, might (aFdy move. 

And tim’rous harei on heaths fecureJy rove, 

Nor needed fifh the guileful boohs to fear, 

For all was peaceful, and that peace finccre. 
Whoever was tlie wretch, and curs’d be he, 
That etivy'd fLrft, our fuod’a fimpUdty; 

The eflay of bloody fealls, on brutes began. 

And after forged the fword to murder man j 
liad be the fharpened ftccl, alone employed 
On bealls of prey, which other bcaJb defiroyeJ, 
Or mail invaded, with their fangs and paws, 

This had been juftifyed by Nature’s laws. 

And felf defence 1—but who did feafta begin 
Of flcfti, he ftretch’d nccelEty, to fm. 

To kill man-tllleis, mw has lawful ptnw-er, 

But not ihc extended Jiceace to devour, 

lU hnbits gather, by unfeen degrees. 

As brooks make rivers, rivers run to feas ; 

The low, with her brood fnout, for rooting up, 
Th' cotrofted feed, was judg'd to fpoil the crop ) 
And intercept the fwcaltEig farmci’s hope. 

Part IT. G 
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The covetous churl, of untbigivldg kind. 

The offender to the blood/ prieft j-Efigo^d | 

Her hujigcr was no plea, for that flic dy'd | 

The goat came next in order to be tried. 

The goat bad crop'd the tendrils of the vine* 

In vengeance the fait/, and cfergy join^ 

Where one had loll his profit^ one his wine. 

Here was, at kaft, fome fliadow of offenee. 

The flieep was facrifleed, on no pretence. 

But meek, and uiircfiftijig innoceacCp 
A patient, ufeful creatiire, horn to bear. 

The warm and woolly fleteo, chat cloth’d her murderer^ 
And daily to give down the milk flic bred, 

A tribute for the grafs on which flic fed: 

Living both food and ratment flw ftipplie^. 

And b of Icofl advantage, when fhe djea. 

** How did the toiling oje, his death defervo^ 

A downright limpJe drudge, and born to ferve j 
O tyrant f with what juflricc can'ft thon hope? 

The prooiifc of the year a pletitraia crop. 

When thou ddlro/^ft tby labVing fleer, who tiH*d 
And plough'd with patn, thy elfc ungrateful field j 
From his j^t reeking neck, to draw the yoke. 

That neck with which the furly cloch he broken 
And to the hatchet, yield thy hufbami tnan. 

Who finiflifrd autumn, and the fpritig began- 

“ Nor tliis alone t but heaven itfcif to bribe, 
c to the gad^, our impbui a^s pifertbe; 

Hrfl rreotn pence with death, their creatures toil^ 
Then call the hleft above to Jhare the fpoil. 


Th» 
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hiTcSi vidjm, muH che powers appule 
(So fatal *ds fcmctimes too much to pl^Te) 

A purple ^llet }d^ broad brow adorns^ 

With Aow'ry garlands crawn’d and gilded lii>rm; 

Bo hcan the nnjrd’rdin prayer the prieft prefersj 
But un de f{lands not 1 "tis bh doom he hears; 

Beholda the meal^ betwjxt his temples caH^ 

(The frtiit and produ^ of his labors pjft,} 

And in the watery views perhaps the knife, 

Bplihed to deprive him of hb life; 

Then broken up alive, his entrails fees 
Torn out for pritftd t'infpc^ the gods decree. 

From whence, O mortal man I thin guA ofbloo^ 
Have yon deriv'd ? and mterdifled food I 
]^e tanght by me, thb dire delight bo Oma, 

Warned by my precepts, by my praAice, woti | 

And when you cat the wcll-deferyijig beall, 

Thinkj on the khVer of your field, you foaJL 


** Then let not piety be put to flight. 

To picafe the tafte of glutton appetice | 
but fufFer inmate fbub rentire to dw^l. 

Left from their feats jotir pafeitQ yon eapell i 
With rabid hunger feed upem your kind. 

Or from a be til diflodge a brother's miud^” 


That Pylbagerds carried fuch fentlrtientS 
from the Bramins, and labored to obtrude 
them upon his countrymen^ is beyond con- 
troverfy; the pthctic perfwaGves he uj^d 
to them in that age to abllain from the 
G 2 
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teciling OR their brethren of the creation# 
proved however as ineSfedtual then, as we 
conceive it would be in the prefent, the more’s 
the pity—for it is to be feared we fliall to 
the end of the chapter—RifCj kill^ and eat. 

Regarding the defcrlption (which 
puts in the mouth of PythagorasJ of the 
ancient religious facrificeSf we inuil In judice 
to the Braf/ii/ij lay he could not borrow it 
from them; in this particular the original 
religious tenets of the Gtntoos differ from all 
the ancients^ for they were ftrangers to thofe 
bloody tacriHces and offerings; neither of the 
Ge/i/oo having the lead allufion to that 

mode of worfliippiiig the deity j and the 
Bramins ^y» nothing but Moifafior himfclf 
could have invented fo infatuated and cruel 
an inftitudonj which is manifeftly fo tepng' 
nant to the true fplrit of devotion, and 
abhorrent to the Eternal oK£. 

That every animal form is endued, with 
cogitation, memory and reflection, is one of 
the moft eftabliflacd tenets of the Bramins ; 
indeed It inuft ccmfo^uentially be fo, on the 
tuppofed Mffemp^yebofis of the apod ate 
tpit-iis, through ihtfc mortal forms.—Every 
Rjt. of the dclinrjiient i'pirits abode in 
the eight Boli&snst they fay, is a ftate of 

humilia- 
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JiumlUatlon, punifliiiicrt and purgatiorijs 
that of Mburd not excepted i and that the 
purpofc of the Eternal one would be de¬ 
feated by himfclf. had he not endued them 
with rationality and a confeiournefs of their 

htuation^ - In the form of Mhurd alone» 

is the fpirit's ftate of probation, bccaufc in 
this form only, he again becomes an abfolutc 
and j and in this alone lies the 

difference between JVfiffriJ, and the reft of the 
animal created forms, for in thefe, the fpirlts 
intelledlual faculdes are circumferibed, more 
or lei's, by the varied conftrinflionof the forms, 
and limited within certain bounds, which 
they cannot exceed,-T-thai cpnicioofncfs of 
thole confined powers, and envy at the fu- 
petiour ft ate of MbuTd^ con flit utes their chief 
puniftimcnt j that this unceafing envy, and 
rfjenment of the ufurped tyranny which 
Jtfjturi/aflumed over the animal creation (from 
the hegtiiningofthei&/<'r thecaufes 

which made them in general fbim bis ft- 
ciety, apd live in a ftate of enmity with 
him, according to the force of the natural 
powers, which the Eternal one has en¬ 
dued them with ; that where fome of the 
fpccies appear an exception to this general 
bent, it proceeds from the weaknefs of their 
natural powers; or the ftperiour craft and 
fpbtility of M}mrd^ who firll deceitfully 
G 3 allured 
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allured them to flavery and dcftraftion.-— 
That neither e^oy ov enmity in the animal 
created forms, nor ufiirpcd tyranny on the 
part of Mhurd, had exigence in the breads 
of either, before the beginning of the K^tie 
yegue^ when a univerfal degeneracy of al- 
iDoft si] the remaining unpurified Df&tab 
prevailed through all their mortal forms^ 
which until that period had lived in amity 
and harmony, as confeious of being involved 
under the fame fentence and difplcafure of 
their Creator j and lallly'—That the ufurped 
tyranny of Mhtird oyer the reft of the de¬ 
linquent angels was difpleafing to the Eternal 
pNE, and will be a charge eithibited againft 
the fpirit by B^i^noo at the dillblution of 
M}fird^ for that in place of cheriihing the 
unhappy delinquents during their ftate of 
humiliation and punifhment, they do, by the 
force of their tyrannic ufurpaiion, labor 
to make their ftate more miferable, than the 
Eternal one intended it ftiould be, in viola¬ 
tion ofhig exprefs injijndtion, that thty fboal4 
hve one another. 

The Brajfjins hold, that every diftinQ 
fpecics of animal creation have a compre- 
henfiye mode of communicating their ideas, 
peculiar to thcmfclycss and that the Metemp 
7 peboj^ 
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fscbtfii of the delinquent fpirlts extends 
through every organ!fed body, even to the 
Imallcft iuieit and reptile;—they highly ve¬ 
nerate the bee, and Jbme Ipecics of the ant, 
and conceive the fpirks animating thofe 
forms arc favored of God, and that its in- 
tclleitual faculties, are more enlarged under 
them, than in tnolf others* 

Although we have already fliewn that the 
bloody facrifices of the ancients was no part 
of the Gc/tias tenets, yet there fubfifts amongft 
them at this day, a voluntary fucrijktj of 
loo Angular a nature, to pafs by us unno¬ 
ticed} the rather as k has been frequently 
mentioned by various authors, w'lthout wx 
conceive that knowledge and pcrfpicoUy 
which the matter calls for; the facrifice we 
allude to, is the Gtnt^ Wm burning ‘wkb 
the boiiiin ^ fheir dfceajid httjhsmdi. We 
have taken no fmall pains to invelligatc this 
feeming cruel cuftom, and hope we ihall be 
able to throw fame latisfadtory lights on this 
very extraordinary lubjeci:, which has hi¬ 
therto been hid in obfcurity} in order to 
which we will fir It remove one or two oh- 
Arudions that lie in our way, and hinder our 
nearer and more pcrfedl view of it. 

O 4 The 
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The caufe commonly aligned for the 
origin of this lacrihee (peculiar to the wives 
of this nation) is, that ii uot a kw conJlJ-^ 
tuted to fat a period to a -dskhd praBke that 
riw Ceeitoos vihes bad qf paifomfjg thdr huf- 
bands j—for this ailertlon we fannot trace 
the fmallcft ferablance of truth, and Indeed 
the known fad, that the facrifice muil he 
•oohntarp^ of it^s fcif refutes that common 
tniflake,—It has alfb been a received opinion, 
that if the mft refufes to^ burn^ fie hfs. her 
caji (or tribe) and is fiamped udih difgrace 
and infampy an opinion equally void of 
foundation in fad as the other.—The real 
date of this cafe is thus circumftanccd. — The 
firft wife (for the Gentoo laws allow bigamy, 
although they frequently do not benefit 
tbemfeives of the indulgence, if they have 
iflhe by the firft) has it in her choice to 
burn, but is permlited to declare her re- 
folution before twenty-four hours after th,e 
deceafe of her huihand •, — if £he refnfes, the 
right devolves to thefecondi—if cither, after 
the expiration of twtnty-four hours, publicly 
declare, before the Bramtns zuA'jiitneJfeSy 
their refolution to burn, tliey cannot then 
netrad. If they both refufe at the expira¬ 
tion of dm term, fhe wor(l confequcnce 
that attends their refufal, is lying under the 
imputation of being wanting to their own 

honor, 

i* 
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honor, purification, and the profpcrit? of their 
family, for from their infancy, they are in- 
ftru^ed by the houfehold Bramtn to look 
upon this cataflrophe, as moil glorious to 
themfelves, ^nd beneheial to their children : 
the truth is, that the children of the 
wife who burns, become thereby illuflrious, 
and are fought aftir in marriage by the tnoft 
opulent and honourable of their and 
fometlmcs received ipto a cat! fuperiour to 
their own. 

That the Brmthti take urrwearied pains 
to encourage, promote, and confirm in titc 
minds of the Gefitoo wives, ihts Jphit of 
burnijig, is certain (their motives for it, the 
penetration of our readers may by and by 

{ jrobably difeover) and although they lei dam 
ofe their labor, yet inftances happen, where 
fear, or love of life, fets at nought all their 
preaching; for it fometimes falls out that the 
iirfi wife refufes, and the fccond burns; at 
othen, they both refufe; and as but one 
can burn, it fo happens, that when the 
fecond wife has ifliie by the deccafed, and 
the firll none, there commonly enfues a 
violent conterttion between them, which of 
the two fhall make the facrificc; but this 
difpute is generally determined by the Bra- 
mitts, in favor of the firlf, unlcA flie is pre- 
3 yaded 
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vailed on by perfwalion, or other motives to 
wave her right, in favor of the fecood. — 
Having elucidated thefe matters, we will 
proceed to give our readers the beft account, 
wc have been able to obtain of the origin 
of this remarkable cuHom. 

At the dcmsle of the mortal part of the 
CjfTttp&*s great Law-giver and Prophet Bka- 
MAW, his wives, in^onlbhble for his lofs, 
refolvcd not to furvivc him, and ofiirred 
thetnfelves voluntary vidims on his funeral 
pile.—The wives of the chief Jijj/ah, the 
firft ofHcers of the flate, being unwilling to 
have it thought that they were deficient in 
fidelity and afiedion, followed the heroic 
example fet them by the wives of Bramah i 
• — the Bramins (a tribe then newly conlli- 
tuttd by their great legiflator) pronounced 
and declared, that the Minquent Jpirits 6f 
thaje htrm^ts, imnseJiatffy ccefed jrm their 
iranfmigrathm^ and had entered the jirjh 
B^mnn puriJkahon'r~\K followed, that tbeir 
wives claimed a right of making the fame 
facrihee of their mortal forms to God^ and 
the manti of their deceafed hufbands; 

The wives of every Gintut caught tlie eti- 

thuiiaftic (now pious) flame. - Thus the 

heroic afls of a few womtn brought about 
a general cLiftom, the Bramins had given it 

th^ 
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fh Jiamp of reUghn^ tliey failled it Into ih# 
pbatab and Aughtorrab and infti- 

tuKd the forms and ceremonials that were to 
accompany the facrificef f!rained ibme ot>> 
feure pafliges of Brdmah'^ Cbarfab BteJe^ 
to countenance their declared Jenfi of the 
adtioOf and cdabliOied it as a religious tenet 
throughout Inda^an^ fubjedt to the rcflric- 
tions before recited, which leaves it 2 volitn* 
tary a£l of glory, piety and fortitude.— 
Whether the Bramins were fincere in thetr 
declared fenfc, and conicciation of this adl, 
or had a view to the Tecuring the fidelity of 
their own wives, or were afhiated by any 
{(thcr motives, we will not determine. - 

When people have lived together to an 
adi'anccd age, in mutual afts of coufidence, 
friend Clip and afiedtion ^ tiie facrifice a Gen- 
ioo widow makes of her perlbn (under fucb 
an affcft'ng circamftance as thelois of friend 
and hulbaijd) feems Icls an objcdl of wonder; 

■- but when we fee women in the bloom 

of youth, and beauty, in the calm poUefiion 
of their rcafon and under Handing, tvith af- 
tonilhing fortitude, fet at nought, the tender 
confiderations of parents, children, friends, 
and the horror and torments of the death 
they fourt, we cannot refill viewing fuch 
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an and fucli a vidtim, with tears of 
ci^tnmiferation, awe and reverence* 

We have been prefeot at many of tliefc 
facrifices: hi fome of the viflims, we hav^ 
obfcrvcd a pitiable dread, tremor, and rc- 
luffance, that ftrongly fpoke repentance for 
ihctr dtefared rrjhlutwt ; but It was Jiow too 
late to retrafl, or retreat j Eijinao was 
ing fhr the fpirit , — ^If the felf doonied vic¬ 
tim difeovers want of courage and fortitude, 
flic is with gentle force obliged to afeend 
the pile, where llte is held down wdtli long 
pole?, held by men on each fide of the pile, 
until ihc flame? reach her; her fereams and 
cries, in the mean time, being drowned 
amidfi: the deafening nolle of loud mufick, 
and the aedamations of the multitude. —^ 
Others \vc have fecn go through this fiery 
trial, with moffc amaaing Heady, calm, re- 
folutioii, and loyous fortitude. — wilt 
not wc hope be unacceptable, if wc prefint 
our readers with an in fiance of the latter, 
w'hich happened feme years paft at the Eaji 
India company’s fadtory at Ct^mbazaar, 
in the time of Sir Francis EuJfeU'^ chicflliip j 
the author, and feveral other gentlemen of 
the faflory were prefent, fome of whom are 
now living:—from a narrative, which the 
author then tranfmiited to England he is 


now 
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now enabled to give the particulars of this 
moil remarkable proof of female iordiude, 
and contlaticy. 

“ At five of the dock on the morning of ^ 
the 4 th of Fdriixir^, 1743-3, died Rbaam 
Cband PtiiiMf of the Mababrattor tribe, aged 
twenty-eight years j his widow (for he had but 
one wife)aged between feventeenandeightecn, 
as foon as he expired, difdaining to wait the 
term allowed her for refleftion, immediately 
declared to the Eramim and witneHies prefent 
her rcfolution to burn i as the family was of 
no fmall confidcratton, all the merchants of 
Qifpmhuzmr^ and her relations, left no ar¬ 
guments uneflayed to diiTuade her from it— 
Lady whh the tendered humanity, ienc 

her feveral meffages to the fame purpofe ;— 
the infant ilatc of her children (two girls 
and a boy, the eldeft not four years of age) 
-and the terrors and pain of the death llie 
fought, were painted to her in the ilrongeft 
and moft lively colouring^—(he was deaf to 
all,—(he gratefully thanked. Lady RujJfU^ 
and fcni her word jht had ntm nitbing ia 
ihefort but r^comm^Jdd Lsr children to her 
pratcElim ,—When the torments of burning 
were urged in terrorem to her, Jiie vifiih a re- 
tblved and calm countenance, put her huger 
into the fire, and held it thcrca conlidcrabic 

time. 
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tinici file then with one hand put Jire fn 
the palm of the othefj fpritikled inccnfe on 
If, and fumigated ths Bramms. Theconfi- 
deration of her children left defiltute of a 
parent was again urged to her.—She replied, 

he tbai made thmt take cere them, _ 

She was at laft given to underfiand, fiie 
fhould not be permitted to bum * j this for 
a fiiort fpace feemed to give her deep afflic¬ 
tion, hut foon recolleding herfeif, fijc told 
them, death ’mee in her ptewer^ and that if yje 
was not ai/owed to burnt ectording to the 
fnmiples oj her cojltfits wsuldjiarue berfe^,^ 
Her friends, finding her thus peremptory and 
relblvcd, were obliged at laft to affent. 

** The body of the deceafed was cafried 
down to the water fide, early the following 
morning, the widow followed about ten 
6 clock, accompanied by three very principal 
Brnmimt her children, parents, and relations, 
and a numerous concourfe of people. The 
order ^ leave for her burning did not arrive 
from Jloffeyn Khatit Bouzdaar of Afoifbada^ 
bad, until after one, and it was then brought 
by one of the SoubaBs own officers, who 

* "yke arc not permitted to bum, without 

an ojwr the Aluh^iFiTrifdmi goTcmnittiE^ ajvi this 
pcfmifBon la commojily madt a perquiiite orf ■ -- — 

h>d 
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bad orders to kt that flic burnt volunta¬ 
rily, -The titnc they waited for (the 

order was employed in praying with the 
Braminit and wafhiug in the Ganges i as 
foon as it arrived^ the retired and ftayed foi* 
the fpace of half an hour in the midfl of 
her female relations, amongd whom was 
her mother | flic then divefted herfclf of her 
bracelets, and other ornaraenis, and tycd 
them in a cloth, which hung like an apron 
before her, and was conducted by her 
female relations to one corner of the pilci 
on the pile was an arched arbor formed of 
dry flicks, boughs and leaves, open only at 
one end to admit her cotrance i in (bis the 
body of the deceafed was depofitcd, his head 
at the end oppofitc to the opening.—At the 
corner of the pile, to which flic had been 
condufted, the Br/imn had made a fmall 
fire, round which fhe and the three Bra- 
mim lat for feme minutes, one of ilicm gave 
into her hand a leaf of the bale tree (the 
wood commonly confecrated to form part of 
^ the funeral pile) with lundry things on it, 
which flic threw into the fire i one of the 
others gave her a fccond leaf, which flic held 
over tliciiame, whilft he dropped ibne timti 
fome ghee on it, which melted, and fell into 
the fii 
ratory 


■e (ihefe two operations, were prepa- 
fymbols of her approaching diflolutioti 
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^ fire) and whilft they were perrofmin^ 
this, the third Bramin read to her Iboni 
portions of the Aughlerrah Bhade^ and alTced 
her fame queflions, to which £he anfwcred 
with a ileadvj and ferene countenance; but 
the noife was fb great, we could not under¬ 
hand what J3ie faid. although we were with¬ 
in a yard of her.—Thefe over, fhc was led 
with great folemnity three timet round the 
pile, the Bramim reading before hcr^ when 
Ihc came the third time to the fmall fire, 
fhc flopped, took her rings ofF J^r toes and 
fingm, and put them to her other orna- 
rntntSi here fhe took a folemn majeilic leave 
of her children, parents, and relations; after 
which, one of the Bramim dip'd a large 
wick of cotton in fome ghee, and ijave it 
ready lighted into her hand, and led her to 
the open fide of the arbor; there, all the 
Bramim fell at her feetj^—after fhe had 
blefled them, they retired weeping;—-by 
two fteps, file afeending the pile and entered 
the arbor; on her entrance, £hc made a 
profound reverence at the feet of the de- 
ceaied, and advanced and feated herfelf by 
his head ; fhc looked, in filent meditation 
on hjs face, for the fpacc of a minute, then 
fet fire to the arbor, in three piaeei j obferv* 
ing that fltc had fet fire to leeward, and that 
the fiames blew from her, inflantly feeing 
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her error (he rofe, and fct fire to windward, 
and rcfomed her ftation } enfign Darnel with 
his cane, feparated the grafs and leaves on 
the windward fide, by which means we had 
a difUna view of her as ftie fat. With what 
dignity, and undaunted a countenance, {ho 
fet fire to the piJe the Jaft time, and alTumed 
her feat, can only be conceived, for words 
cannot convey a juA idea of her,—The pile 
being ofcomhuftihle matters, the fupporters 
of the roof were prcfently con fumed, and it 
tumbled upon her/' 


We f« our fair country-women fliudder 
fit an aflion, which we fear they will look 
upon, as a proof of the higheft'infatuation 
iji thcir rex*—Although it h not our Inten- 
tion here to defend the tenets ofiheBr 4 w/«r, 
yet wc may be allowed to ofier fome jufl:fi- 
cation on behalf of the Ge^^^co women in the 
aftion before us—Let os view it (a;, we flioujd 
every other aaion) without prejudice, and 
without keeping always in fight cti^r 
tenets and cuAoms, and prcpoflelSons that 
loo generally refult therefrom, to the injury 
of others ;—if wc view thefe women In a juft 
light, weihall think more candidly of them, 
and confefs they aik upon heroic, as well as 
rational and pious principles: In order to this 
we muft confider them as a race of females 

H trained 
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trained ffom their infancy, in the full convic- 
tbn of their celeftwlranki and that this world, 
and the corporeal form that inclt^es thcnii if 
dellincd by God, the one as their place of 

punilhment, the other as their priftrn._ 

That their ideas are confequently raifed to 
a toothing degree of dignity bcHting angelic 
beings,—'They are nurfed and inftrudted in 
the firm faith—^that this voluntary facrifice, 
is the moll glorious period of their lives, 
and, that thereby the celeftial fpirit is re- 
leafed from its Iranfinigrstions, and evils of 
a miferable exiftence, and flies to join the 
fpirit of their departed hulhand, in % (bte of 
purification; add to this, the fubordinatc 
confidcration of raifing tlie lufire of their chil¬ 
dren, and of contributing by this adhon to 
ihetr temporal profperity;—all thefe it muH 
be owned are prevalent motives, for chear- 
fully embracing death, and fetting at nought 
every common attachment which the wcak- 
nefi of hunjanhy urges, for a longer cxillencc 
in a world of evd.-—-Although thefe princi¬ 
ples arc in general lb diametrically contrary to 
the prevailing fpirit, and genius of our "fair 
eountry-womcn, who (from a happy train 
of education) in captivating amulemeuts and 
diilipation, find charms fulftcient in this 
world, to engage their wilhes for a perpetual 
7 rc&dencc 
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f-eilJtiice in it j yet we will depend on theiif 
natural goodnefs of heart, generofity and 
candor, that they will la future look on thefe 
their Gintf^ fifters of the creation, in a 
more favorable, and conltdent lighti than 
probably they have hitherto done j and not 
deena tl/at aBhn an infatuation, which re- 
fults from principle. Let thena alfo recollect 
that their own hiftory affords illaftrious ex¬ 
amples in both fexes of voluntary facridees 
by hre, bccaufe they would not fubferibe 
even to a different mode of profelling the 
fame faith. Bchdes—a contempt of deaths 
is not peculiar to the women of IndiHf it is 
the charaileriflic of the nation j every Gentso 
meets that moment of diffolutlon, with a 
ffeady, noble, aod phibfophic rellgnatron, 
flowing from the cAabltllaed principles of 
their faith. 

Before we dofc this fubjeit, we will men¬ 
tion one or two more particulars relative to 
it,—^It has been already remarked in a mar¬ 
ginal note, that the Gmt6& women are not 
allowed to burn, without an order of leave 
from the Mabommedan government; it is 
proper alfo to inform our rcailcrs this pri¬ 
vilege is never withheld from them.—There 
have been Inftances known, when the vifllca 
has, ly Europfam, been forceably refeued 
H 2 from 
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from the pile; it is currently faid and be- 
Jie^red (how true we will not aver) that the 
wife of Mr. Job Charttock was by him 
fnatched from this facrifice •, be this as it 
may, the outrage is confidered by the Gm- 
tooi<, an atrocious, and wicked violation of 
tJieir Jacred rites and privileges. 

Having now brought our fourth general 
head to a conctulion, and faithfully, to the 
befl of our know]edgc(wjth the materials we 
are poUelTed of) exhibited the original tenets 
of the ancient according to the 

Jirfh book of Bramob\ Chartab Bbade ; 
and having in our remarks given fuch elu¬ 
cidations as w’e thonght our fubjedt called 
for, we fubmit our fmperfeft work (ibr 
imperfcdt we muft llill call it) with all due 
deference to the public i hoping that tome 
more capable head and hand, will be Si¬ 
mulated by our endeavours, to produce a 
more full, and latisfafltory relation, of the 
red: of his doctrines. — A large field Is yet 
left open, for the exercife of induftry and 
talents. Bramah‘s firfl ieftion of his fecond 
book on the creation of this globe, will be 
the fubjedt of our next general head.-— 
His third book diredUng the plain and 
fitnple modes of worship to be paid to God, 
and the three primary created beings, ar.d 
S bis 
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his fourth JubUme hockt (which the Genl&^s ^ 
commonly call Bramab Ka^ Bb(f4f» 

or, Bramah's book of juftice) wherein Is 
exprefly recited and enjoined, the duties and 
ofhees, which the delmqaent Debt ah fliall 
obferve and pay to each other j thefe tw’o 
hft mentioned books, and part of thr l^ond, 
we fay, muft lie in oblivion, until feme 
one, blefl'cd with opportunity, leifure, ap¬ 
plication, and genius, brings thtin to light. 


Tjfe End cj" the Fauttb Chapter . 
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CHAP. V. 

Of the Crtatim f the WM, 


introduction. 

I N tbe fifth fbCtlon of our laft general 
head, Bramah recites, that the Eternal 
oKE, (after he had proinulged his gracious 
intemion, of mitigating the puniOimcnt of 
the fallen angels, at the intcrceffioD of the 
remaining faithful hoft retired into 

himfclf, and became iiivifible to them, for 

the fpace of five thonfand years,”-In his 

tnCrodudfion to the aft of creation of the 
worlds in his fecond bookj he takes again 
occafion to repeat the above mentioned pai- 
fage, and cjfplains it by an inference, that 
during THAT SPACE, the Eternal one was 
employed in tneditatton on his intended new 
creation;—^aiid altirough it appears, from 
the fame (etfilon, that ihh (lupendous work, 
was pfodoced by an infant&mam fat of the 
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Deify* yet Br&mahy to difpla^y the infinite 
stnd amazing wUdoin of bts Creator* enters 
into a fublime, and phUofi^phic dlfqulfitkMi 
and dcfcriptioD, of his modes (if we may 
be allowed the expreJlion) and manner of 
creation, in the marvelloas conilroiflion of 
the fifteen B^imnst that conflitute the 
neahudetb^ or nniverle ;—thefe dclCTiptioiis, 
be couches under allegories, then commonly 
and familiarly underltood, at which the rea¬ 
der will the lefs wonder, when be knows, 
that at this day it is the ufual mode of con- 
verfing, amongfl well educated Gentses, 

In this exhibition of infinite wifdom, Bra¬ 
mah g^ves a fbort, fimple and elevated deP- 
cription, of each of the fifteen BaBoonSj their 
fituation, their rank, and peculiar deflina- 
tion, with the appellations appropriated to 
the atigelic inhabitants, b their progrclhve 
paffage from one fphere to another. Our 
memory only fupplics us with the names of 
the fojourners of the ninth, fifth, Cxth and 
feventh, that is, the firft, and three laft of 
tlie feven regions of purification, to wit, the 
fpheres of the Feneth Icgue *, the MumtiQ 

* Lagvt, literally people. Pmtih purified 

people. 

H 4 kgUit 
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• the hgu, +, end the Sir. 

mab kgiii in the laft metitioned fpfaere 
according to the Bramtm coniputahdn, I 
complete day is equal to twenty-cieht Mun^ 

ot vulgar time. (Vid. lUth oroeirt 

general head.) 

On the foundation of Br^imah^ deftrip- 
tion of the Btteea Boba<>ns, the compilers of 
the Jugbtcrrab Bbade have raifed an elabo* 
rate chimerical fuperftrufture: Uiatconfoundt 
the undcrftanding. 


^ As the Bramins conceptions and calcula¬ 
tion of the age and future duration of the 
nnivcrfe, wjli be the fubjed of our next 
general head, we ihall fay nothing more of 
It here, than to remind our readers, that 
they date it's cxiftence from the rebeUious 
angels being relcafed from the Oruierab. 


We again lament the lofs of our materialfi, 
which confines us to the eighth legion of 

• heut, pt^pk of hum 

alludes to God's beine 
worihipped in this fpherc in fticnt meditation, * 
t In tha Iphere the angda are fiifl Tuppofed to re- 
gam properly their title of 

! ^ r'" ildijiquetita ire fjpparet? to be 

deanfed from the pollution of their fin, Sgcnerited, 
and fit to enter again the and to be re- 

adoiuted to the prrfence of ihisif Creator 

Bramab's 
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BrafsaB's Second book that treats only of 
thcfcreatioD of this tcrreftrial plaaet, to which 
wc will now proceed, premiCng that it Is 
didinguilhcd by the title of the tightb Bo- 
hem y MuriOf which literally fignifics ihe 
rtgim gf tart L 


SECT. 
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SECT. viir. 

** Stroiahak ^ or Creationt 

" And it W-3S---that when the 

** Eternal ome, relbJved to form the 
new creation of the Dunmuhu- 
" dab, he gave the rule of Mahah 
*• Sur^o to his firll created Blrmab, 
and became invilible to the whole 
angelic hoft. 


When the Eternal one, firA began 
his intended new creation of the 
** Dunneaboudab, he was oppoied by two 
“mighty OJoors -f-, which prccseM 
** from the viax of Brum’% «rj and 
“ their names were MaW J and Kytoo j|* 

** And the Eternal one, contended 
« and faigbt with Mf/doo and KytGO, 
“five dioufatid years, and he fmote 


r * Tl* to every feaion t>l Brmsh’t 

fecond bcwlc, Byrmab in the figuntivc feaiie f before 
^plained) ^^lifin^treatim, 

+ The common appellation given to gknu, but it 

vanoudy tifed m Sba^ah, to exprets ixertfttnct, t*~ 
ertiKH, and ’ 

" them 
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them on his ibigb and they were 
** Iqjl and aflimilatcd with Murto, 

** And it was,—that when M'idoo 
“ and Kytoo were fubducd* the Eternal 
ONE emerged from his ftate of in- 
vidbilitjr, and glory encompafled him 
** on every fide 1 

« And the Eternal one fpokc, and 
« faid, Thou Birmab f ihalt cnaU and 
« form all things that £hi!i be made 
** in the new creation of the fifteen 
** Baboons of punlAmaentj and purifi- 
cat ion f according to the powers of the 
« fpiritj wherewith tliou (halt be in- 
“ lpired»“—And thoat fhalt 

*' fuperintend, cherifli, and prtferve all 
« the things and forms which lhall be 

” created. -—And thou, Sieb J|, (halt 

cbffnget or all creation, ac- 

“ cording to the powers, wherewith J 
r* will invert thee.” 

a Reduced them to Aitije^janf or obedirnce; teutb- 
ing ihf thigh^ amongft the ancient Gttitmi waii a token 
of fubjtOiaa. ... * 

't Pnwtr 9f trtatisji. Vid. Introdufllon to the iburtli 
chapter. 

I Prtftrvtr. Vid, introduSbi) to the fourth chapter. 

I dtjhtjir^ Vid. introdudllon, &c. 

“ And 
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« And when Birmah, Bipiso, and 
'* Siehj had Jieard tJie words of the 
** £cernal one, they all bowed obe- 
dIcQce 

The Eternal one Ipokc againj 
and laid to Bir^ahj Do thou begin 
the creation and formation of tbs 
*' a^bib Bohon^d punilhment and pro~ 
" bation, even the Bcbc^n of Murtg, 
according to the powers of the fpirit 
wherewith I have endued thee, and 
“ do thoLf, BiJlmOi proceed to execute 
thy part. 

“ And when Bnm -f* heard the 
" command, which the mouth of the 
“ Eternal ONE had uttered; he ftraight- 
" ways formed a Imf of and he 

doated on the h^cth leaf the fur- 
" fjce of the ^ and the children J 

'* of Movoo and ded before 

* JT’hc foiTgaing rnordiutn of the geneiaJ ail of 
€>f fhc ^ prci-fcds every unc of 

the fifteen (eiSEuns cf freond btiok- 

i B.i mab atiM BruttJ:, Jire, in ihc aeft of creation» fy- 
m-nin;;ou5 icjms. ^ 

I SLipiioird ren-j^ins of dlfcorJjnt msttrr. 7 he 

(LiFpofcd the firft prindffe of thmgs priori 

the cruit:ujigf the to h3Vc bcui in a fliiid 

ftsii;* ’ " ^ 


him. 
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« him, and vaniiLed IVom his pre- 
fence. 

** And when the agitation of the 
yboale had fubfided, by the powers 
of the fpirit of Brum, B^hm Jlralght- 
** ways transformed himfclf into a 
“ mgbty hmr *t and defcending into 
the ahy& of Jboahr, he brought up 
" the JWar/o on his luiks.—^Thcn fpon- 
** tancoufly ifliicd from him, a mighty 
iertoi/e f* and a mightyfnake 

" And Bijlneo put the fnake ereft 
“ upon the hack of the tortoife, and 
“ placed Murto upon the fjeud of the 
lhake. 

“ And all things were created and 
formed by Birmah in the eighdt 
“ Baboon of puniflimcnt and preladsfi, 

** even the eighth of Murfo, according 
** to the powers of the fpirit, where- 
** with the Eternal one Iwd endued 
him. 

* The GaU-tit fynibol of Jktnith, beesufr, in pro- m 
portion to hJs Jiw, he is tise Uron^ of aiJ oniioftls. 
t The Gtnim fymbol of 
t The Gtntm rymbol of imfim. 

And 
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"And Bi/fnas took npoti htm thd 
" foperintendcnce and charge of all 
"that was created, and formed, by 
in the eighth Bohan of 
mrtoi imd he cheriihed and 
Jt^ed therrij as the words of the 
" Eternal one had direfted, and cons- 
** manded/’ 

Remarks. 

I ? fuhlimc allegorical mannef, 

ftas Bramah deferibed the creation of Sar- 
pe , and eWi'r f, and the other twelve 
Bohjrn of the Dumrahoudab, without pre¬ 
tending, aiming to dive into, and explain, 
the principles of matter, or the nature of 
thofe edential laws of motion by which the 
Deity guides and governs his creation j the 
wjfdom of Bramah has clfewhere marked 
fuch fruitlefs enquiries, with the JIamp of 
prefumption and folly* and that the know¬ 
ledge oifbejet and the mode of the exiftencc 
of God, is concealed even from the three 
primary created beings themfelves. 

From the foregoing fpecimen of the 
creation of the eighth region, as well as 


• The 


t The Mesa. 
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from Bramah’i hjflorical difcuIHon of the 
other fourteerij it h moft obvious^ that the 
pcrfonages which he introduces as a&ois in 
the work of that creation were intended by 
him to be taken only in a figurative Icni^ 
as expreffive of the three fupremc attributes 
of the Deity, his power to create, his power 
to prrjerve, and his power to change^ or 
dejlroy, as before hinted *,—For if they were 
to be underflood in any'other fenfe, it would 
txprefly oontradidt his own text^ where he 
reprefen ts the ere at ion of the Dunneahoudab 
38 proceeding from the infimtantoat fiat 
of the Eternal one j and a further proof 
of Brarntdi^ plain intention^ rcfults from 
hts prefixing the ikmc exordium to each of 
his felons of creation. 

But as the real fenfe and meaning of the 
allegory {then clearly underftood by all) was, 
in procefs of time, loft to the generality of 
the Genteos i the compilers of the Chatab 
and Aiigbtorrab Ehades, took the advantage 
{which ignorance ,and lime gave them) and 
not only realifcd three myflical 

beings, but created alfo a multitude of fubor- 
dinaie aift-irs, and rrsade Demi-gods and Di-* 
vinities of them all, inflitutlng particular 
days, fads, and fellivals, and other exterior 
* V*id. Xiitro<diidioti to tiic fourth chapter. 

Wodhip, 



f ) 

worfilip, to each :—Thus Sarjte aod Qumder^ 
M^dca and K)tS 0 i and a race of their children 
and defeendants, became Demi-gods and 
heroes; and fcorning to coniine themfelves 
to the eighth Bobooti^ they ranfacked the 
fourteen, and framed divinities of ihc prin¬ 
cipal perfonages which their wild imagina¬ 
tion fuppofed refident in each of them, and 
allotted to them peculiar divine worlhip, 
which fubiiils to this day. 

It will not, we hope, be thought an im¬ 
probable cojijedlure, if we lay, that the 
allegorical parts of EraniaB\ Cbartab Made, 
(which cruely bears a divine iemblance) being 
thus perverted orgrofly miftaken by the very 
tribe, which be had in ill tu ted guardians over 
it, and being fubfequently communicated to 
the Egyptian Magi, and by them circulated 
through the ftates of Greece, afforded them, 
as well as ISamr and the whole Wefiern world, 
thofe incxhauilible fupphes of mytktd&gical 
fyfiems, which held their esillence and au¬ 
thority even long after the light of chriftia- 

nity had flione upon them,-But to re- 

fume our more immediate fubje^t. 

The adt of creation of the Bolmon qfMurist 
is reprefented in the annexed plate N® i. 
which (with others we lhall have occafion 

to 
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to prefent to the reader) was drawn by the 
inflruftions, and under theeye ofajudidOus 
Bramin of the Battezaar tribe, the tribe, 
as before noticed, ufually employed in ck^- 
poundmg the Sba^abi. 

Brum • is reprefented lying and floating 
bn a leaf of bsetkf over the troubled furface 
of the abyfs of Jboak ; the three primary 
beings appear before it, in the poflure of 
adoration, Birmab on the right, Bifimo in 

the middle; and Sieb on the left,-On the 

right, above the abyfs, is figured a hug6 
boar^ hearing on his tufks a lump of earth. 
—On the left, above the abyfs, is reprefented 
a tsrtoije, on which a fhake refls his tall, 
bearing Murto (or the earth) on his head,—■ 
Brum and Birtuab are habited alike; and 
are each figured with four heads and four 
arms,—The tlvee primary beings, are fup- 
^fed in the poflure of adoration, to be re¬ 
ceiving the commands of the Eternal oke, 
touching hisprojeded new creation; and the 
other figures exprefs the three gradations of 
the work, namely dae beginnings the pfOgrds, 
and completitra 

• Spirit or fjhtt of the Eternal one : vide Intro- 
duftioo lo the fourth chapter, 

t Vide Plate N- t. 


Part Ik 


1 


I^otwith- 



( 114 ) 

Notwjthftanding tht: fagacious reader, by 
a bare reference to the marginal notes which 
we have affixed to the rest of Br^maby will 
readily conceive the fpirit of the allegory 
contained in it j yet as ibme paflages of it 
requires a further explanation than could be 
huddled into a note, vve will add the whole 
interpretatioEi of it under ojk connedted 
view. 

The Eternal one having determined on 
the creation of the utiivcric, like a fupreme 
wife archiiccf, he retirt'd for a Ipace to pro- 
jedf his Ifupendous plan, and prepare his 
materials. — He was opf&f’d in. the operation 
by the dljcord^ confufion and tumult of the 
dements that compofe the ab^s ^yboakt 
—he {I'parated, fubdued, brought them under 
ftibjeBiariy atid prepared them to receive his 
mtended impreffions.—He exerts his three 
great stt rib utes, io createy freferxe^ or dejlr^y 
which are figuratively reprefented by the three 
primary created beings—His fplmt fioatsupon 
the furface of the abyis of yboedci or fluid 
matter,—Creation takes place ,—Birmab {or 
Creation) is reprefented with four heads and 
four armatodenote 'Lh.tpmver of G'od in the adl 
of creation,is transformed 
into a mighty emblematically fignifying 
the jlrej^tb of God"jQ the a£l ot creation.'—- 

The 
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The tortotfc myftkally denotes the fiabtHtj 
and permanency of the foundation of the 
^rthj and the Inake the •mfiem bj v^hieft 
it is ftcppsrfed. Thefe latter operations are 
^vetn to hccaufe the earth was the 

grand principle or parent, from ivhence he 
was to draw the means for tht: prrfehuation 
of the future animal creation, deftined for 
the prilbns of the rebellious Dckahi a work 
which we may gather from Bramah'^ text, 
W'as relervcd for the hand of God hmjelj\ 
as they were to he endued with rational 
pimcrii—\t may be aiked why Brum^ is 
reprefented floating, particularly on a beetle 
lei^? To ihii. we can only reply, that the 
plant is deemed /acred auiongft the Gen/ecif 
it G culture is made under the auipiccs of 
the Sbaflabj and inflruftion of the Braminsi 
unclean perjbm are prohibited entering into a 
beetle^ gardent as the approach of any impu- 
riry is pronounced fatal to the plant, in the 
infancy of its growth. 

To conclude this general head—How far 
Horner^ ^irgUt Lucretius, CkvV/, Lucian^ &c. 
have in their conceptions of the creation, 
(by means of the Egyptians) built on, and 
availed themfclvcs of the Cmplc as/mogony 
o£ Bramabt we leave the learned and curious 
to trace.-—Although in fad, it is obvious, 

* * that 
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that this ancient fage, aimed at no other 
foiution of that ftupeadona and incompre- 
henfible aft, than to inculcate, that the uni- 
verfe was produced by ibe ejime and vo¬ 
luntary firengib and wifdsm of Gou, 

That it is preferred and fuftained by ori¬ 
ginal conllituent poiaers Im^rcflcd on it by 
S^e Deity, and that it is liable i9 changt 
and didblution, at his divine pleafure and 
will* 


^ End oj the Fifth Chaptir, 


\ 


CHAP* 
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CHAP. vr. 

The Gentoo manner vf cttmpuiing Time^ and 
their conception of the age of the 
and the period f its dijblation. 

[Frotn Bramah’s Cbartah Bhade, i;i the fup- 
pkment to his Birmahah.] 

CIXTY nimkks, or wloka of the eye, 
make one puiL 
Sixty fullst make one gurree. 

Sixty ffirreest make one complete dayj or 
one day and one night 
Three hundred and fixty-fivc complete days 
and fifteen gurrees make one folar year. 

The Gentoos divide the complete day Into 
eight parts, to which they give the terra 
paar, commencing their day at fix in the 
morningthus eh paar Seen * equals our 
nine In the ipoming; duapaar dbeen, our 
noon j feenpaar dheen, our three afternoon ; 
Ctaarpaar dbeen^ our fix in the evening 3— ^ 

the divifions of the night are dillinguifhed 
the word rbaat (night) in place of 

• fort of 

I ^ Seen^ 
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as tk paar rhaat^ equals our nine at 
night; and fo on. 


It is the ppovince of the Brajmm in this 
country to keep the account of time, and 
there is no Gfniso- of diftimSfian Ijni retains 
in his linufe and on his journeys one of 
thefe time keepers, whoic inure bu/ineJs it is 
to regulate time, and flrike the gitrrees as 
they pafs, on the Ghng, an extended flieet 
of copper, which yields the found of a 
folemn bell. 


Bnroaj£tmeafuresfpace or duration of time, 
from the creitbn of the Dunneaboudabt of 
univ-erfe, by the revolutions of the four 


The iirll age, or Sut:ee y^gue^ 
contains thirty -two lac years 
of vulgar time, or 
The freon d age, or Ttir/a y&- 
nxteen lac, or 

The third age, or Dwapaar 
yoguft eight lac, or 
The fourth age, or Keke Jo- ■ 
iLur lac, pc 


Yearj, 

3 , 200,000 

i,6oo,«oo 

800,000 

400,000 


6 , 000,000 

Ekutter 
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Ekulter (feveniy revolutions of tbe four 
yogvex make one Mitunumar of vulgar timej 
or years 426,000,000. 

(The word Mimmntur<t la in this place 
Arifliy applied by e/' 

but ir is by him frequently uled with a rc- 
trofpc^i Ggnification toHhe aft of creation, 
and is fometlmes given as an additional name 
to Birmab^ as Uirmab Mmnmh^ alluding 
to the creatioii being the refult of ihougUE 
and meditation ;—-the word, as we before re¬ 
marked in a marginal note, fprings from. 

or Mun, thought, refieftioni Munma 
Logue^ the people of tliought, or contem¬ 
plation,—The compilers of ihv^ Jughtorrab 
Bbade derive (he word Mufmantur from 
Mimntiabot Mimnooahy whom (by perverting 
the fenfe of Bramah) they make to be the 
fabulous perfonal ofltepring of Btrmah, and 
report inigliiy feats of his prowefs in war, 
agalnft Mojaficr, and his adherents,) 

WhcQ Bramah defeended to promulgc 
the written law and commands of the Eter¬ 
nal ONE to the Gentoas, he at the fame time 
{namely, the beginning of the prefent 
yegae*} declared, ** /roin tbe regi/hrs 




VIJ? LntrD-ilij£lio^ to tke fourth chi^ci:. 
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of ^urgQ^ that the Dtmneai^udd}, was then 
entering into the Mghih revolution of the 
four fogaei^ in the fcond Mmmniur'f 
confeq jentljj according to Bramab'% acpountj 
(and if our caicuUtion be rightJ the precifc 
uge of this-i and the other fourteen planets 
of the Ufiiverfe, amounted to, at that period, 
four hundred and fixtyeight millions of years. 
And if we fubllra^t the 4866 years, which 
have elapfed fince the defeent of Bramah^ 
i.ve fhaJl find the remainder of the Koico 
y^/gue will be 559.134 years; at the ex* 
piration of which, Bramab pronounced and 
prophecie^d, that the patience and forbearance 
of the tternal ONE would be withdrawn 
from the dclinqiient Dehtab^ and dcftniftion 
by fire fall upon the eight regions of pu- 
nlfhment, purgation and probatian 

In the fupplement fo his Birmahait, 
Bramah likewife taught, that the Bohaon 
of Murte, had undergone remarkable 
changes, and would undergo three more, 
before its final difiblution in common with 
the other ieven Bcbocnsi but he fpecifics not 
of what nature tbofe chaagei were, or would 
be i—he alfo declares, “ that after a kag 
^^fpacc, afemd n€m> creation •xiU take place i 
out of 'inbat kifid^ cr on what principLi it 
t Vide towards the cbfeof the fifth ftajon. ‘ 

" •SL'Ould 
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‘wctiid he cmJiTU^idy fuai tmlj knsfwtt te the 

Eternal qni.',' 

The caufe of the fuperftidous veneration 
paid by the Gentw to the ouoicr^cafs one 
and TH REE has, we conceive, been obvious 
%q the dUcerniog reader as he travelled thro* 
thele iheets.—It is reqiarkabte, that a Gea~ 
te<f never gives or receives an obligation for 
an even fum} if he borrows or lends a 
hundred, a thouland, or ten thoul^d ru* 
pees, jthc obligation runs for a hundred and 
cne^ a'tbouland and ene, ten thoufand and 
pfitf £cc. The MabommedanSt In conformity 
only, have generally adopted this culiom; 
hence it was, that the revenues llipulated 
to be paid annually by Ssujah Khan into 
the royal treafury. Were flue khorore, cardiac, 
me thoufand, one hundred, and cne rupee. 


^ End cf the Sixth Chapter, 
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CHAP. VII. 

Of the Gmim Fajis, ojid F^tuah, &c* 


{From the Chauh qnd Auglitorrah Bhade 
3ha^lahsr] 


introduction: 

A S the Gi'ni&o yea? begins the firft of 
Aprilf we will trace their holy days 
BS they fall in turn front that day, premifing 
that the word Oupajs rigntfies a faft, Par- 
rup a feaft, and Foojab worHiip, but when 
accompanied with an offering, it is then 
called Birto Paojab.—Pcojab is ajfo fome-t 
times ufed to fignify the altar on which ti^cy 
offer. 

The G^jUdO holy days are guided by the 
^ courfe and age of the moon, and generally 
take their denomination from that, or from 
the religious duties tliat arc enjoined on thole 
particular days, and fometimes from both. 

6 Their 
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^ Their offerings conflfl of fruits, fomc par¬ 
ticular faeted plants and flowers, powdered 
fugar, fait, mcal,aQd different kinds of grain. 

Firft Holy Day, Oapefi. 

OKHnij Tertea, falls on the third 
day of the new moon in Jprif, and Is de¬ 
dicated to the giving alms and benefaftlons 
to iht Bramm^ as the word Qkbuij imports. 

—This day is alfo ordained for making thcApHL 
Gentco pickle called Ksjandte, made only on 
this day, by the wives of the Bremtns i it 
is compofed of green mango’s, tamarind, 
muftard feed, and frefh mullard feed oil| 
it Is deemed a holy pickle, and the only one 
the Gentms ufe with their food. 

Second. OupoJ's, 

^ Pooknemee ”1 *, falls on the full moon 
in Jiprih and is liridly ordained for walh- 
ing and purifying in the river and 

for diHributing charity. 

Third. Oapofi peedah — Purrap, 

ORtfN II StTSTEE, falls OA tbc fixth day 
of the new moon in May^ and is dedicated 
to the goddefs Sufiee^ the goddefs of gene- ^ 

t Pwreh^ full. 

11 OfBw, the Tiarmn^^ort ofeen ufed to cvprefs the 
wwn if daj. 

ration. 
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ration^ who is wor£hipped when the mrni/tg 
J^ar appears, or at dawn of day, for the 
propagation of children, and to remove 
barrennefs.'—On this day prefents are ufu- 
ally made by the parents to their fons in 
law, and tire day ends with a purrup or 
fcall. 

Fourth, Purrtipi at night Poojab* 

Dussarrab, as the word imports, falls 
on the teoth day of the new moon in Mapf 
it is dedicated to the God Gangat the God 
of (he GijTigeit who is fabled to have arrived 
on earth on this day of the moon, and in 
this month—it is alfo dedicated to the pod« 
defs Moenjbee ^agmran •, Goddefe of lhaJtcS| 
and fabulous daughter of Sieb, 

Fifth. Oupqfs-Pa9jah. 

PooR^t'MEE falls on the full moon in 
Mayi and is dedicated to Jaggernautf (fy- 
nonimona with Bijinat.) This day Is otherwifo 
called from the duty enjoined on It, the Si^ 
nan -f-, yattra or gerierai svqp.'ifig in 
C^fJgfi—rsnd it b almofl incredible to think 
^ the immenfc multitude of every age and lex 
that appears on both fidcs of the river, 

• Tageorair^ pricArf^, romcnines goddefs. 

-f Srftaffy bath iff 

J yaiiraf litmlly Ggtilfcs g Jew ff 

throughout 
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throughout it’s whok courfc, at one and 
the fame time. 


Sixth. Oupofi-P^rrup. 

Rhott Jattra, on the fecond 
day of the new moon in Jum j it is dedicated 
to yapeertutut and On this day 

the Rhuttf or triumphal car of 

is carried forth about a mile, rcils, and vs 
returned on the ninth day of the moon.-— 
From the fcventh day of the moon to the 
tenth, both inckfive. b the UmbooBissex 
durioff which fpacc, the earth is left to 
her purgaihas, and neither plough, fj^ae. 
Of any other inftrument of tillage, permittc 
lo niolcft her.—The term Uwboobissee, 
which needs no further explanation, is ap¬ 
plied to women under the famccircumftances. 


Seventiv, Oupq/i. 

SvoM t Ef^KADOSSEE, as thc laft word 
imports, falls on the fle^cntb of the 
new moon in Junf, and is a folcmn fall. 
Japeerttaui {or Bt^aao) ts fabled to Jeep for 

four months i— which only figmaes that 

thc rainy feafon about this time retting m for 
four months, the care of Bijnoo {the prt- 


I SjKW, fleep, repots. 


ferrer) 
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fcrver) re fufpcnded, as immaterial, the raijii 
fecurjDg tbeir crops of grain. 

Eighth. Oupc/s. 

PooRNEMEE, as the word imports falls 

to A" *"<1 rdi.s 

Ninth. Oup&fs. 

DUifiDtissEE, as the word Hgnifies. falls 
■ on ,hc rfd,, 

Jtify, and 1. devoted to waOiiiiv in the 
and giving alms. 

Tenth. Oupq/s-Pjtrrup, 
Ekkadossee, Teradussee, CrtowTA- 
I^SSEE and PooRNEMFE, the eleventh, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, of the new moon in 
to the Pceruemee or foil indufive 
arc dedicated to the J&oimi Jattra of J&y: 
Jm Tag^r ^ but thefe arc not directed by iL 

and are only obferved by the Cen- 
tocs of the Kgtterp tribe, 

, Eleventh. Oupafs. 

JURMO t OOSTODMEE falls on (he eighth 
day after the fdJ, or twcnty^third day of 


i Jjirms, nativity. 


the 
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the moon in 7“6’' dedicates! to the 

birth of Kijjht ^agmr^ who Is fabled to 
have then defcended for the dcftraaion of 
YiinkJ^ a famous Ojfo^ and tyrant. 

It is obftrved Afi a folemn faft. 

Twelfth. Purrup. 

iMhi -|- falls on the firfl 7hurf- 

day in the Month of the is the ' 

Gmm Goddefs df all kinds of grain, and is'Augnft! 
fabled to be the wife of the preferver j 

flic is worHiippcd at tJiis time on the coming 
in the FadJy^, the name given to rice in the 
hulk.—The day concludes with a feaft. 

Tbiitecnth. Fi/rrup, 

UnnuktoBirto, falls on the fourtcenili 
day of the moon in August and is dedicated 
to Blpm^ with the epithet of Vnmni^t or 
the unkn^n ; an offering of grain is made . 
to him, and the day concludes with a 
feaft. 

Fourteenth. Oupijs, 

ArundAh Poo jah falls on the thirtieth 
day of Auguji, and is dedicated to 
itagoaran ^thc feminine of TdgcorJ Goddeis 

of fnakes,-The precife interpretation of 

Arittidah wc have loft, and will not impofe 

f Lttkit^ plenty, afilutnce. 


on 
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oil ouf ^e^Kie^s,—Although this da^ is a fa/t. 
It ends m a fcaft of the «i.no rke, ^iled 
early^ and eate?i CQ{d\ to which tflentiai 
clrcumAance we think the word ^undab; 
givco to this Poyahi alludes j but we are 
not pofitivc. 

Fifteenth. Purrup. 

pRoGAH PoojAH falls oti thc fevehth 
day of the new moon in September^ and 
continues the eighth and ninth. The 
eighth is obrefved as a farf by ihofe who 
have no children .—-*thh is the grand general 
feafl of the Gerttoos^ ufuaTly vilitcd by all 
►tem- EurapesnSf (by invitation) who are triafed 
by the proprietor of the feaft with thc 
fruits and flowers in Icafon, and are enter¬ 
tained every evening whilft the feaft lafls^ 
with bands of fingers and dancers,—Thii 
Goddels is the firft in rank and dignity, and 
thc moft a^ive of all the fabulous deities of 
the jiugkerrab Bhadt^ and ftiled the 
wife of Sieby the dejir&^ery the third of the 
three primary created beings. She is as often 
Ailed Bswamee -f, as Drugah j and fre¬ 
quently B&vrttttttse Drugahi the caufe of her 
defeent is thus derivedGod having ap¬ 
pointed Etidecr [j and hia defeendants uni- 

t ‘ I nrfkf, p Gffcdn^/r. 

verih^ 
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vtrfal Rajabs of the world, the appointment 
was illy brooked by he there¬ 

upon drew together his adherentSi and wac^ed 
war again A Endeer and his dvfcendsnts, who 
were at lad in the Duafaar obliged 

to fly» and leave the government of the 
world to M^ydJh^T j which proved the 
fource of ravages, murders, and confuGon, 
^Endtsty and his few adherents, were 
confined to a fmall portion of the world, 
from whence, in companion to mankhid, 
they with piety and humility petitioned the 
three primary created beings to implore 
the Eternal one to redrefs the gncviinces 
refulting from the ufurped pow^r of Mmja- 
Jbttr .— The three beings interceded, and ob¬ 
tained permiflion that Drugub 

fhould defeend on the earth, for the de^^^ruc- 
tion of Maifejbor and his adherents, which 
the Gettfocs are taught to believe flic wit! 
in the end effeft, and finally reflorc the 
government of the world to Endetr and his 
defeendants, according to the firll intention 
of the Eternal one. Hence w.is the Dru- 
gab Po^ab inftituted, during which the 
Supreme Being is invoked, through her me¬ 
diation, to haflen that wiflied-for period,— 
The allegory in the foregoing recital is fo 
plain by a reference to the marginal notes, 
* Evlu 

I^srt II* iC thsi 
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that we will Dot a 0 roiit the uadcr^niimg 
of our readers by offering an explanation^ 
although we Ihail itluffrate it further when 
we give a particular ioterpretation of the 
plate N“ 2. 

' Sixteenths Purmp- 

Dussuwee, or the tenth day of the new 
moon in Septsmhert when the image of 
Drug AH is call into the with the 

univcrial acclamations of tlie people, and is 
faid to be returned to her huihand Sieb. Po- 
riScation by wafliing in the Gangn on this 
day is flritflly enjoined. 

Seventeenth. Oupojs. 

Lukee Poojak falls on the full moon 
in Septembett on which Ihe Is worfliipped 
all night, during which nothing is drank 
but the water of the coco nut. 

Eighteenth. Oupqfs, 

Kalxeka, Kaikee or Kulke Poejabj (for 
they are fynonimous) falls on the iaft day 
of the moon in Sep/ember. This goddefs is 
worlhippcd all the night of that day uni- 
vcrlally, but in a more particular manner at 
Kalke Gbat, about three miles fouth of Caf~ 
culia j an ancient dedicated to her 

there, Hands clofe to a fmall brook, which 
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is by the Bramim deemed to be the original 

courfc of the Ganges -The parts of the 

Goddefs (like the parts of fotne mo¬ 
dern faints) are worfliipped in various parts 
of In^fiarty her at KaUee Ghat^ her 
head at Baxaras, her hand at BhiMund; 
but where the remains of her are diftributed 
has c&aped our memory ♦.—She ^Ices her 
name from her ufual habiliment* which is 
^/a^, and ts frequently called the Gej/- 
Kallee is the common name for mk,— 
She is fabled to have fpru ng, completely armed, 
from the eye of Brugah, at a time when flie 
was hard preffed in battle by the tyrants of 

the earth f.-On this faft, worfhip and 

offerings are paid to the mann of dcceafcd 
anchors, Belides the laff nienctoned annual 
cufcoii], every Gentoo keeps the anniverfary 
of their father's death* in falling and wor- 
fhip to his manes^ which is called Baap ka 
^urraadX ,—worthy remark (by the bye) 
that in all Devanjbiref the word Kalke ey- 
prelfes black or fmut; why the fame com¬ 
bination ol letters fhoutd convey the fame 
idea to people fo far removed from each 
other, we leave the curious to account for. 
• Plate N* 3. 

t The vaxioLu headi which appear fcattered over 
the place, l^dily the many tyradi^ apd oiottfkrii £he 
flew in coiijunctioirwJiU 
t Samd t& tlv ylifA'/r* 

K a Nine- 
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Nineteenth, Purrup. 

Raas Jattra, falls on the fuH 
moon in O&o^er, and is continued to the 
feventcenihof the moon; it is dedicated toKJf- 
Ji'fi Ttig^rjr K£(try .—This fcaft is nnivcrfally 
obf'erved, bat in a moft extraordinary man¬ 
ner celebrated at Bindti^undt in comme- 
Oiiobtr. moration of a marvellous event which is 
fabled to have happened in the neighbour^ 
hood of that place.—A number of virgins 
met to celebrate^ in mirth and fports, the 
deftrent of Kiffen |[: in the heighth of their 
joy, the God appeared amongft them» and 
propofed to them a dunce t to which they 
objefled, as they %s'erc manyj and he but 
one^ to obviate this objection, he divided 
himfelf into as many KiJJ'erti as there were 
virgins, who Immediately entered into a circu- 
hr d:ince with them, as reprefented in the 
plate N*^ 4, In the centre circle he is repre¬ 
fented {landing in 2 difeugaged attitude, at¬ 
tended by the nymphs Nmdee and Brings 
he (joys and fportsj who are making him 
offerings of flowers and fruits. 

T wentict h. Oupofs^ 

Kart IK Foojab falls on the bit day of 
the moon in Qcioher. — This divinity is fabled 
to he the youngeffc fnn of b^dijbsr (or Sieh) 

1 A tirn't, I Plate 4, 

and 
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and Drugab ; he is worlhippcd on this day 
by thofc who have not been blcfled with 
children, and man and vt'oman are enjoined 

a ftdft fafl:.-The word Karttk^ (triiljy 

means eonfecratiorti hence this divinity is faid 
to be the inviftble guardian, and iuperinten- 
dant of the The word a] To 

fometlrtics lignites hoUntfi. The month of 
OSiober takes its name from him, bccaiifc 
in this month the Pagodas arc generally con- 
fccrated. 


Twenty-fird. Pitmtp. 

Novono -j- is celebrated on the firft 
lucky Tiburjiiay in I^omcmbcr, on the firft 
coming in of the new grain of the lecond t^ovnn. 
crop j tile lucky Tburjday is fined in a coo- 
fultailoD of Btamwst and is a general fealT 

T wen ty- fecond. Oapi^' Purrup. 

Lukee PoojAii falls on the 
day in the month of December, on getting 
in all the new harveft, when this favorite 
Goddefs of the Gealm receives 4 folemn Dccrm, 
thankfgiving for all the blclfings of the'*''* 
year ■, the day is paf3cd in failing, worlhip, 
waQiing and purifying in the Ganges at 
night they feaA. 

f Ktv/ rice, 


K 3 Twenty*-* 


t 
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Twenty-third. Purrup, 

Litkee Poojab San kr an tee * faJIs 
on the Jaft day in Hecemhi^r^ when this 
Goddcfs is again worfliipped as on the hft 
mentioned ho!y-day, excepting the faft. On 
this day bread is difiribured in alms, ac¬ 
cording to every oneV ability. 

Twenty-fourth. Purrup. 

Seeree Puuchemee falls on the fifth 
day of the new moon in January, and is 
dedicated to Surfmee the Genioa God- 
defs of arts, and letters.—She is fabled to 
be the daughter of Bimuik and Birmaanee. 
The^ Bjyt Cojif or tribe of writers, are 
prohibited the ufe of pen and ink on this 
fefiival, ’whicb arc confecrated to her for the 
day, and a ceflarion is put to bufinefs of 
every kind —Seerte figoifics jorUntt fuc- 
cejsy and is the word of every epiflolary 
Cbrrelpoiidence in the Gentoo language, 

T wenty-fiftb, Birto. 

Orun Oodee, H SuPTfiyifeE, fails on the 
feveiith day of the new moon in yanaary^ 
and is called S{)Qfyeg Or werjbip to rie 

* 5uArinmr«r fignlfies die laft day in every (oontb. 

1 £sntrhw:cf, inirKuh^ gtnliit. 

I Rifi^ tf tht dmoK, 
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fun \ to wliom ofFcrmgs are made of peculiar 
tiowers in the 

Twenty-fiirtb. Oup^Ji. 

Chim Ekadussee falls on the eleventli 
day of the new moon in January % the day 
is dedicated to Mi^m^ and commemorates 
the abftioence of Bbun^ a voracious Katrr, 
who fafted on this day j he is called the 
brother of Judlfiten. Bhlm is the common 
name of reproach for a Ghtimt but who 
this ludifiten is, or what the occnlt meaning 
and real fignilication of this faft, has flipped 
our memory, and we will not fuhftitute any 
interpretation that is not warranted by our 
materials, or from our certain and char 
knowledge. 

Twenty-feventh. Oapsfs. 

Poornemee, or the full moon in January, 

is dedicated to Biftma, the ckrijber, - - 

Falling, wafhlng and alms. 

Twenty-eighth. Oupofi- 

S1E BBAT E E R, Ctowturdujftit Of tlic four¬ 
teenth after the full, falls on tJie twenty- 
ninth day of the moon in January, and is 
dedicated to Skb, the dcflroycr. who is wor- 
fhipped with falling, offerings, and prayer * 
all At mgbtt as the additional mteer annexed 

to the tide of this holy-day import^ 

K. + Twenty- 
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B Twenty-ninth. Qupnfs. 

|j Govinddssee fdls on the twelfth day 

^ of the moon In February, and is dedicated 
^Iwuarr. to B-JIolo the cQmf&rUry as the word Gfiv;«, 
or K iivtndu fignifies, and is one of the many 
appcllari es given to ibc fecond of the three 
pritii-iry created perfons, and he is worfhipped 
on this day with faffing^ prayer, &c, 

^ Thirtieth. Turrup. 

Dole -f" Jattra falls on the Fosrtjitfsee 
or full moon in Februa-y, and is facred to 
Kipn T^rgoflr. On this lead day it la that 
the Ge /cos cail the powder of a cerLiin red 
flower, cdUed Faag, on all they meet| but 
v^hciicc tnis cuftofli, or for what caufe this 
fcafl was firfl: inflituted, has efcaped us. 

Thirty-firfh OuprJ}. 

BARjiAt;LE Jattra, or Modm Kiflaa-*: 
^iraditjfie ^the thirteenth after the full) faijg 
on the Ewenty-cigbib day of the moon in 
February I if this fa lls on a Saiurdiiy, it is 
called Harrame, and if the flat Saiao Bijah 
is then on the mcridiap, it is called Mubah 
Barren e} and again, if the ftar Sosh J'^gue 
is tn conjunaion with Satx Brjhb, it is 

* + a dfiim, 

% KJpfi, Kihui^ arc frjioniin’jus wJtU but 

I pintle to (tttTibutca. 

I 
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then called * Miibab M^ah Earranee. 

--Thcfe conjunaioiis are uncertain, but | 

when they happetii, it is deemed a moft 
holy day, and is obferved by univerfaL 
purification in the Gangest and worfljip and 
offerings to Soorjee^ or the Jan. It fell out 
laft on the twenty-eighth of February^ 
we have loft the precife mean¬ 
ing and etymology of the word Barranee^ 
and confefs oarfelves ignorant of the allro- 
nomy of the Brarmns^ we will not attempt 
an explanation of this fall. 

Thirty-two, Osipofs-Purmp. 

Lukxe Poojah falls on the firft *Fburf- 
Jiiy ill Marcht when this goddcls is wor-^i“*^ 
Ibippcd univerfaily, and thanked for all the 
produflions of the earth, tdl being brought 
forth by this tin'c, 

Thirty-fecond Purrip. 

Dueqam Focjiib, and Bbajuntee 
fails on the feventh day of the new moon 
io Marcit, and continues the eighth, ninth 
and tenth—on the laft, her image is caft into 
the Gangfi, This fcaft is indituted for the 

• greit, * 

J Ti# fuJt cTTtchiJrvfy aTtuding to thii bfJug 

Idfl feift of tic year, preceduig tie Gmin Len t. 

Ume 
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fame purpofes as the other grand one, but 
not with that parade and univerfaJity. 

Thirty-third* Oup&fs. 

Sieb, or Sunniai * Fsoj^^ is from the 
firft to the thirtieth of March^ with only 
a fhort fufpenfion during the term of the 
Durgab Pcflyijir above-mentioned — The Sua- 
nwi Fwjah, is theGenfoa Lents their penan¬ 
ces, mortifications, and J?If corporal punifh- 
ments, have been <b often deferibed, we 
will not particularize any of them* The 
C&arriick •f-, or day of Jwinging, falls on 
the thirtieth. From this penance the three 
calls, or trihea, of Bramnit B^dm and 
Koytit are esempted by the Augkorrab 
Bbade ; and, in fadl, oorie but the very lowed 
of the people go through any of the pub- 
Ikk penances; but, every caft fafts and 
worfhips the twenty-ninth, the d*ty preced¬ 
ing the Cburrack ^ — This folctunfaft isdedi- 
caied to 5.'^, or Mai debf or A&i/acrt the 
Mutiiator^ and averter of eu/V; through 
whom, at this feafoo, die Eternal ose is 
invoked, to defend ihenn ironi the induence 
of Moi/afoor and his adherents, and a^ert 

* Pmhmti. f LitcralJ^ fignifiet a fFhal - _ 

'■'If the circle which the pcnJEjcnt defcribes Ip fwing- 
jn M Jrtil ha> givCTi it this llation. 

I , .'i, (he tribe th4i ptolers the praftice of 

the 
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l3ic final doom pronounced againft the de¬ 
linquent Debt ah. 

There isafefiiva! inflituted la Rhaam^ the 
frouBott which h entitled the Rhaam 
Jattra, but the prccilc time of it's cele¬ 
bration we have uiierly forg<jt ,'—Rhaam is 
another of the multitude of namts, or rather 
attributes* given to Bifieif the pnjerscr. 

How the origin of the fails* fcRivah, 
terms, &c. of the Egypti^nSt Greeks and 
LatinSt may be traced trom the Ctatah and 
Atightorreb Bbade Sbafiabsr we fuBtnit 
and recommend to the elucidation of our 
learned readers, who will be the better en¬ 
abled to make fuch an enquiry from what 
follows > 


Explanation of the Plate or Rfprefifilaiion 
gj*' /be Gentoos grand feajl ^ tbe Dritgab, 

Plate N*’ 2. 

The reprefentation of the Drama in this 
grand Geatoo feaft will, wc doubt not, appear 
genuine to many thoufands now in England^ 
as it is a fight that few who have vifitiJd 
Bengali have not indulged themfelves with j 
and we may take the liberty of laying, that 
but very few amongft the multitude who 

have 
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have feen n could form the fmalleft judf;- 
ment of its htetidon or jOgnification5 to 
theie, therefore, wc flatter ourfelves it will 
afford fome plcafurc, the having a fubjeft 
explained to tlicm, on which they have 
Chen looked with pity and amazement! 

becaufe diey did not underftand it._The 

intention of this feaft we have already given 
in h’s proper place, to which the reader may 
advert, under the tide of Dn^ga& Psqjah 
^ 15- and fliall now proceed to the ex¬ 

planation of the chief perfonages in the plate. 

The center and principal figure is Dst;- 
GijTi or Virtue ^ flie is reprefented, with ten 
defeending on a dragon—myflicallv 
Ihewiog the power and irreliftablc force of 

when exerted with vigor._She is 

crowned, one of her hands is armed with a 

fpcar, and ihe is environed with a fnake__ 

with another hand £he binds Moifafeor for 
EvilJ and kills him by ihruV 

mg her fpear through Ins heart, thereby 
implying that Virtue's Jafeft and forefl guard 
agpirjft vice or clvY is wt/dom^ of which the 

Jnahe, as before obferved, is the fj-mboJ,_ 

The battles * faid to have been fought be¬ 
tween Endeer f, and Moifafepri, in which 
the latter gcncraJiy proved vidtoriqus, with- 

Vide Drui^k PfiCjAb^ fifteenth, 
t X ^VfL 


out 
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out the afliftance of Brugah Bowa'ineet or 
pfrji'i^tring '<;irtuet implies that m'^ral 
can only he fucccfsfiilly combated tbertwitL 
—The ravages, murders* an dconfuiion, which 
are faid to be the confequences in the world 
of the flight of Eudier and victory of Afc/- 
fafoor cmblcDiatlcally fignify the fatal 
and natural efTefts of vice or evil trium¬ 
phant, which muft nccefTariiy be attended 
with deftruflive fcencs of violence»"*Hcnce* 
Moijafeor is fabled to have transformed 
himfelf, after his viitory, into a mud Btifok, 
the fyodbol of ungovernable rage, w'hoft head 
is fecn in the annexed plate lying at the feet 
of Drugab, — Although Mmjtifour in the 
plate appears to be flaiii Drugah^ yet this 
a£l is only a prophetic reprefentation of the 
death and deftru£tion he will in the end 
fuffer by her hand, when Etideer fliall be 
reftored, and Goad be predominant in the 
world again and triumph over Moifafior ur 
Evil .—Endter being appointed by God uni- 
vcrlal Rajah of the world* myilicatly points 
out his benevolent intentions, that it ftiould 
be governed by goodnefs and piety, and the 
allegory is as obvious where Moifijcor k 
tc Brook the appoint mm -j-. 

On the right of Drugob are reprefented 
the figures of Sieht her hufband, and of 

* Vidt Drugah PeyaB, t Vide DragaB Peejefr. 
o LukeCi 
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tuzl^rf^r of njf’4 aod thui mirth, joy iind 
gladness, are the aatural efFeas of it’s bdnz 

fmrrx o 


^ The goddefs Luhe is reprefented iland- 
mg m an eafj attitude j fbe is crowoed with 
cars of gram, and is encircled by a plant 
hearing fruit, which paffes through both her 
hands, the root of which is under her ftet- 
Ihc (as all the fuperiour Gfmo divinities arc^ 

IS environed by a fnakc-The meaning 

conveyed by this figure is fo devious it needs 
no explanation. 

Underneath the figure of SieB h repre^ 
fented the divinity named Ghunnis |],_ 
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worft>p P«d to him; ib that he m,y 
be properly ftrled the Gerf «/ o/rrjjn-—He 
is 4led to be the firft born of {m 

Silt) and Drugab i ell worlhip end offerings 
being made throoghhim, inyftieally fignifas. 
that earfy aad^finciritj ^ e 

the fource from whence the Deity is inyo, 

__ ^He is reprefentcd with four arms, nt- 

ine on an altar, environed with a foakc, and 
vim the head of a wbiie dipbffitt the lym- 
bols of purity, riches and diminm or Jlrengib, 
which, the Gentpos fay. includes every 
blelSng, and cannot be jufily pr^crly 

ncGuir^ but by pure and finccre nBs of 
devotion to God. and good werb to man 
and his fellow creatures.—His four arms 
are only reprcfentalivc of the power, force and 
efficacy of finccrity in worfhip and praycr- 

On the \eft of Drugtibh reprefented the 
figure of Surfuttee, the Gritfw Goddels of 
arts, letters and eloquence, fo fully tlef<Tibcd 
under the feaft called Seerff Fimcbmiiee 
(twenty.fourth.) In the plate, ffie appears 
environed with a fnake. ftandmg m a care- 
lefs, difengaged polfure. holding m hrr 
hands a reed, of which the writing pefls 
are ufually made. 


On the left of Surfiftee is repretenied 
the idol of Rhaam, the proteilor of tw- 
1 
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and property, a I ready explained • 
-In the plate, he is figured crowned, en¬ 
circled with a fnake. and riding upoo a 
^tnonjcey j iq hjs left hand he bolds a bovtr 
and IS reprefented in the attimde of having 
Juft djfchargcd an arrow from it. To under- 
.. Itand this reprefentation, a fliort hiftorica! 
recital becomes nece/Tary.—x 

fubvertor of enapires, flates and property, is 
ever contrafted with Rhaam in the couidb of 
the Aughjorrab Bbade prime 

agent of Mbifafaor is fabled to have run 
away with SiTiiEE + the wife of Rbaaffti 
and for the recovery of her. that boob ex¬ 
hibits a long detail of furious battles fought 
between Rbaafa and Rbaakun with various 
luccefs i myrtically painting the contentions 
that ever have fubfiflcd in the world touch 
iug empires and property. In general. Under 
thele the ancient hiftory ofand its 
Kajahs IS obfcurely couched.—In one of 
me mofl: bloody of thefe battles, Rbami 
being fore prefled, was obliged to call in as 
an auxiJiary, fRo/mbon Prince of the moa- 
Aeys, by whole affiftance he routed Rbaabmn 
and recovered hfs wife-,5r/^r^. implying 
only, taat kwkfi force, mull be fom«imef 

7^^-= or fecond 

t lau,k/t vkhnit. X Lfterallj. 

combated 
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coiiibated with craft, policy» and /Iratagem, 
of which the monkey throughout Indajisn h 
the knot'm emblem.^The lad mentioned 
battle is reprefented In the plate number 5. 
where Riaum appears ingaged with EImhi- 
bcon^ and the attitude of Rbaam (in the 
plate of the Dru^ab) as having difchargtd 
the fatal arrows from the back of the mon¬ 
key, alludes to that battle: In the piste 
N® 5. R&aam is fupported by his bro¬ 
ther Luikotti or fortitude^ each encircled 
with (bakes; Rhaabcon (as he generally 
is) Is repreiented with ten arms, and as 
many heads of monders, which intimate 

the force of lawlefs tyranny and pwer.- 

Although the cmblctmtic fenfe of the mon¬ 
key is fo obvious, yet the crafty Bramins 
hare edabliOied a belief that Rhaam trans¬ 
formed himlelf into, and is always prefent 
under that form j the people fwallowed the 
deluQon in a literal fcnle, and it is upOn this 
principle, that numerous colleges of Eramim 
are fupported by the people for the maln- 
tainance of thofe animals, near the groves 
where they ufuaJIy refert; one of them is 
at jimhoaii in the neighbourhood of Culnn, 
on the Gtfffgfj.—In the time of the Rhaam 
yattra the Bramim eshlbit a kind of thea- 

/ trical mafque, wherein the many liigbts, 
and efcapes of SttbcCj and the various Jlra- 
tagems of Rbaaboon to retain her, and of 
Part II. L Rhaam 
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to recover her, with the final battle, 
which gave him the repoffefflon of her, are 
all throwD into aflion, and the dialogue 
taken fiom the Aughtorrab Bkade Sbajisb. 
We have been frequently prtfent at this 
theatrical exhibition, and received much plea- 
fore and amufement^ one circumftance at 
the conclufion is worth mentioning—when 
Rbaam had recovered his wife Sithee^ He 
refutes to cohabit with her, until ihe has 
given feme fignal proof, that (he had fuffered 
no contarnlnatioii, or violation, during her 
abode with Rhaabum j on which (by an in¬ 
genious piece of machinery) fhc pafTes thro’ 
a fire, comes out unhurt, and then Rhaam 
with raptures, receives her to his arms. 

Below the idol of Rbaam. on the plate of 
die Dragah, is that of Karti^ ; for the ex¬ 
planation of this fiid, fee number twenty- 
four.—He is reprefented, armed at all points 
for war, and riding on a, peat'&ck^ the Genian 
fvmbol of l‘nJf and s^tntadm, intimating 
tiiat thole qualities and vices of the mind 
mujl: be fubdued, as being previpufly necef* 
fary to the approach andadmiffion into their 
Pagfiddi 1 be is armed as a guardian, capable 
of defending from violation the divinity with¬ 
in, wherever there is a congregation of idols, 
in a 'PagO(/r Rharree his idol is placed 

• LitcTJiIly fi bsuft fw (fiv/iiitiV/. 
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at the dcor-—A Gf-fT/w had within our me ¬ 
mory an only I'on dangcroufly ill of a ferer^ 
he paid folemti worfliip, vows and offerings, 
for his recovery, not only to the goifdf/i af 
yrtftTj, but to ail the otlier Gods, and God- 
defles hchdes—His fon died^—-the father, 
frantic with grief and defpair, fallied out 
before day, broke open a ^agQQr Bharne 
in a bozaar fouth of the town of Calcutta, 
where Kartik being off his guard and mingled 
with the other divioities—he cut all their 
heads off; his intention was to luvc prO' 
cecded round the town (as he confeffed on 
examination) and to have decollated every 
God in all the 7 'agmr bharries of the place, 
but the fecund he came to, Kartik was 
upon bis guard at the door, and prefentiug 
his dart at him, brought him to his lenies, 
and providentially faved the reff of his bro¬ 
ther divinities. 


Below the hgures of Lu&ec and Stirjuttee 
fhmd thereprelcotaiioDoftwo divine nymphs, 
joy, and Briugcf fports; they are 
both encircled by jneka, implying, that 
joy and fports ai all their fcilivah, Ibould 
be circumlcribed by prudence and wijdom. 



On the right between Sich and Ghunnh, 
is reprefenied a boat, in which Nundee and 
Brmgce arc carrying Drugab to her huf- 
L 2 band 
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band after fhe had been call into the 
Ganges i and in the copartment oppoUtc be¬ 
tween the figures of Riaam and Kar/r^, 
are reprefented iwo nymphs in a kiud of 
threatning pofture, advifing him to take 
better care of Jbis •wife another time, and 
keep her at home. 

In the centre of the arch is Teprefentei 
Surjutlee and four female attendants, one 
prefentlng to her the palmira leaf, the ori¬ 
ginal paper, another a piece of wa^, the 
third an ink fbnd, the fourth a pen, the 
ufe of which are all inter dialed on her fef- 
tival, and made an offering to her.' - The 
two end copartments KalUe and Jyrugah^ 
each engaged with two giants tyrants of the 
earth,—The other divifion of the arch, al¬ 
lude to different pafiages of the ^ghtarrah 
jSiWe, which have efcaped our memory. 

End of ihe Eceplamtion of plate a. 

As wc referve the eighth chapter or gene¬ 
ral head, namely, " the drfiertatjon on the 
metempfyehofis," for a third ^.nAlaJlpart 
^ of this work, there rctrtalns nothing more to 
cloic this chapter, but to add a Ihort recital 
of ihe genealogy of the Geaie& divinities, on 
which fubjedl, as our materials are few, we 
Ihali nor, we fear, afford any great iatisfac- 
tion to the curious, as we are confined to 

the 
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the progeny o£ and Birtit&ftff only* 

The fabuloofl legend of the Aughtorrab 
Bhads %s, 

That God created tbref femalea, or aflh- 
c’lates^ for the three primary created Beings* 
To Birmab be gave Birmaanee^ to BiJInso 
Ltiieet and to Sieh Bowannee Drugab, 

That to Birmsb and Birmattgee were 
born two fons, the cldeft named Ku^ehmtn- 
fia^i the yonngeft Doi^kee Raj^b ; the cldcft 
was governed by a pious and laudabte fpirit^ 
the yoongeft by a vicious and turbulent one* 

Dsoiee RaJAi had a daughter (but how 
he came by her the legend fayctb not) 
named Ditbee, whom he married to his 
brother Kujtehmunni^t and die brought him 
a forif whom he called Sndecr j he and 
his dclceodants, after tlie example of their 
father Kujidmunmi}, were truely virtuous, 
and obfervant of the laws of God, com¬ 
municated to them by BifTtuih and Bir- 
maanee. 

Deakee Rajab had a fccotid daughter, 
whom he called Oditbee, who was alfo 
married to Kufirbmamoo, and ihc likewife 
brought him a fon, who was named Moi- 
SASOOR * he and his defeendant*, after the 
example of their grandfather Ds^kee Rajah, 

flighting 
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fl-ghung die prjccpts of g- 

bccmc abandoned lo oveey vi« 
and contemners of tlie Jaws of Cod/ ^ ' 

All the benefit that accrues from the 
foregoing (fiort recital of the progenv of 
£rr»Mi and jj, 

find m £W:er, and Mafafiar, the root, 
from rehence the dodtrine/f two eon'enZo 
principles namre. GW and E-tit. 
tna this WM the ground-work of all the 

S.h'lXh ? '"''y 

of the®rt , i o^Pj' •Mngv 

the aartaB Bhadt of Bramab, h beyoS 

nil «ntro,crly, as ,he rvfaole tendrncnf 

he two taler BbaJei. exemplify the naLal 

htftory of thofe two contending prineWe. 

effe^T fh”"" -n"/’ MneomiLt 

rfeas, they will have on it, and on the 
soverntnenl of the -mrU. as they alternately 

flm™!' “ “nneafing 

_ gg cs and confijias far fuperiority between 

hich fay the Brian,nr fubfift to this day • 

itrnedlnd'- ’ ‘a' “njeflureoftL 

learned and ingenioos Me. Bmle. touching 

.the great antiquity of the origin of the Ma 

f fit i< stall in prnbaUc: 
.hat arrt heretic Aiatr, might Le re- 

S ten reV^'T "“«™= f~- 

“"-IS of die Bramem, which he per- 

verted 


) 
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vcrtid to the wrorfl and tnoft dangerous 
pOTpofes and opinions *—on the contrary the 
fimplidty» with which the doctrine is pro- 
fefled by the Gentoost has in it's ftlf (but 
d/burwi^ in h’s confequcnccs) do fuch ma- 
Difdl tendency i although by their adherence 
lo 't, they feetn utterly to forget tlic confi- 
dcptlon of their original cxiftence and de- 
liiqucncj', and the merciful caule of thdr 
el^bliflimcnt, in the eight of pu- 

nihment and probation, as well as t!« laws 
jojtinaions of their prophet BranitJb^ 
obvioufly refts the reftaration and fal- 
itioD of the offending upon Hco 

jmplc and plain conduions, a fmtre pimtent 
mpre£idn ^tbtir original ddittqitency j and an 
giofii'irtfnt by good -iL-oriit according to the ptracn 
hf excrihity ^bkb GiJ mnexed io ildr animat 
%rrnt .—^But h is not at all to he wondered 
fat, that they fho .Id thus lofc fight of their 
mortal fm and defeition, as well as the 
means laid down for their falvation •, when 
the very fpirit of the fafts and feftivalSj and 
whole conduS of the drama of the Chatabt 
and Aagktorrab Bbadett are relative only to 
the averimg the evils of their prefent ex- 
iftence, without the fmalled rctrofpc<a to 
their firft tranfgreffton, or the means of 
atoning ffjr it,—This h the fuyation of the 
bulk of the people of Indojian^ as well as 
of the modern Bramim j amongft the latter, 
5 


I 







( 152 ) 

•f except one in a thoufandf we gJvc 
them over meaiurc j the coni<^ucncc from 
thefc premifes are obvious—the Gmtm in 
gemralt are as degenerate, crafty, fuperfti- 
tious, lidgioos and wicked a people, as any 
race of beings in the known world, if not- 
eminently more fo,efpec5al]y the common nn 
of the ; and we can truely aver, tl^ 

during almoft five years, that we preildcd b 
the}udiciaj cutchcjry court of Calcutta^ nev^ 
a^iy murder, or other atrocious crime, cam^ 
beforp us, but it was proved in the end, q 
Bramin was at the bottom of it: but then,; 
the rernnant of Brsmim {whom wc have 
before’ excepted) who feclude themfelvea' 
from the coinmun icatlons of the bufy world, 
io a philofophic, and religious retirement,and 
llriitly purfu** the tenets and true fpirit of 
the iub Bhadc ^Bramabt we may with 
equal truth and juilice pronounce, art the 
pureji medeh of genuine piety tb^t nenv extfi^ 
cr cetn ts found mi ibfface of the earth. 

And now, my friends, and moft refpcdable 
readers, we will, with your permiflion, 
adopt one cuftom of the Gentpost and make 
an offering, for fome lime at leaft, of our 
pen, iukj and paper, to the goddefs Suit- 

SUTTEE. 

Bnd ef the Second 

l^f 

Bsettham tCovfc, Berks, if 

dis lit of Aug, 1766, ■ 





























